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R tion 1 the Carpenters’ award covering
n -
emgr the whole of New Zealand, announeed
Q

Technical recently by the Avbitration ot

echnica .-t . . . 8

. the teehnieal edueation ofapprentices
Education . : D . e 1

I8 given, very wisely, proper recog-

uition.  Technieal edneation of apprentices 1o this

trade I8 fo be compulsory.  The award stipulates
that every apprentiee to the carpentering or joinery
trade shall for the first three vears of his apprentiec-
ship, or until he has passed the set examination,
attend a course of trade instroction at the nesrest
teehnieal sehiool: it an apprentiee has 70 per cent.
of atfendances ai the school elasses, the fees shall
be refunded by the employver: i he passes an
examination cquivalent to the City and (Guilds of
Tondon Tustitute, an apprentice shall in his fourth
and fifth vears be paid s per weels i oexeess of
the apprenticeship wage: if a techuical sehoal s
more than three wmiles from the residence of an
apprentice, the compulsory clauses shall be inoper-
ative. This arrvangement al onee elevates teelinieal
edueation into its proper place, and zives an effeetive
Blow fo the old idea of the ““rule of thuimb® worker
being ond enounali,  Foplovers will now have a
diveet interest in the efficicner of these selools, Tar
they have to pay bicher wages to the well edieated
apprentice, and theyv will no doult see that his
training is on useful Hnes for the industry.  Woe
wonld have liked a elause giving the bors some
time offt frow ordinary work hours for techuical
edueation, hut the award contains a substantial
instalment of vefarm af the apprentieeship: svsion,
and we Took forward hopefully to further prooress.
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Conservi The agitation against the (Govern-
n Vin i g

B hient's threatened prohibition of 1he

our 3 n . ' . - .

Timber export  of white pime from New

Zealand 1o Awstralia  furnishes

another llustration of the wav o whieh wo drift
earelessly  along in flis eountry of ereat  hut
uneonsidered vatural  resourecs. The Board of
Trade has heenrr busy inquiring into the eonservation
of this timber, heeanse of its Importanee for use in
making butter-hoxes. Sawmillers and their ew-
plovees, faced with sevions Toss threugh 1he prospeet
of sudden stoppage in their reoular cxport husiness,
have deeided to protest against the prohihition.  So
far as the nublic discussion has gone, there has heen
no suegestion of substitutes for white pine, thouel
the Timber Commission of 1913 went thoronghly
into thiv important point and made valuable sue
aestions which secured the wsual fate of Roval
Commission reparts, to he neoleeted and foreoiten.
after having cost the eonntry much monev to nhiain
and publish. This commission made exnerimonts in
the nse of tawa, taraire, povlar, and pinns radista
for the packine of hntter. The reeul wax entirelv
sueerssful, the hutter heine free from faint and in
execllent condition after storaee. Butfer hoves are
alzo made from wood pulp, and some dav we s
have the entisfaction of sepine no waste in oonr
timhor mille, but a1 the refuge turned 1o acennnt
in the form of puIn. instend of helne hurmed. or
allowed 1o rat in heans. The Cammission esme tn
the conclusion that substitutes for white pine oan
he found, first from imported timhers, and later
from timher grown in New Zealand. To avoid taint
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ta the hutter when wood other than white pine is
wsed, ifIs o suggested that the wood he paraffined,
and two thicknesses of parelinent paper be paeked
araund the butter,  The last sugeestion should, in
the opinion of the dairy experts of the Agricultural
Department, be adopted even in the ease of white
pine hoxes.  The war forces upon us problems in
every direetion, awd New Zealanders are being led
more and meie to think out how 1o best use thejr
viel vesources. The old wasteful methods of pion-
cering days have gone, and the new era 18 one in
which business oreanization, and the co-operation of
trammed seientists, will work wonders in development
suel as will put inte the shade the splendid efforts
of the pioneers,

meveral reeent cases of clectroention
i New Zealand point 1o the wreent
nceessity of more stringent oversight
moregard to this danger. The nuwmber of Tatalitios
and mishaps iy quite rendniseent of the early days
of gas lgbting, when jznorant users courted serious
trauble by blowing cut the light, leaving the pas
furned ons Gas cseape is an casier thing to deteet
than deteetive celeetrieal insulation.  There is no
apparent differenee hetween a high voltage wive
ael one whieh is dead- the differenee is sometimoes
discovered with fatal results, The latest case, which
acenrred in Christehurel, illustrates the danger 1o
worlmen through the use of bave oleetrie lieht wires.
A plumber was ewploved on the infeetious discases
hespital at Bottle Lake, pulting a new vent pipe
nto a sink. He was assisted by another plumber
whao siates that they were working on a roof, and
overhead, about six or seven feet ahove, van eleetrie
wires- fwo or three of thenr, all zhout the samoe
hieight, and hare. They did not know whether or
ne they were live wires. One of the men upended a
pipe 1o pul it throueh a hole in the roof and drop
it down. The pipe was about 10 ft. lone, made of
ealvanized iron, and about 11 inehes wide,  When
he dropmed the pipe, Tie said “T have got an electrie
shoek,” and slid down the roof into the wutter. He
then envled up like a hall, (irmed over, and straieht-
ened out. THs nate went to hig assistanee, hut the
clectrie enrvent had done its fatal work, At the
inquest  Jaseph Searle, eontractor, =ald he was
engaecd in oa contract on Ahe Tnfeetious Diseases
Tlosnital. Deerascd was a sub-eontractor. He eave
evidenee rogarding the aceident, and added that the
wires were ereeied hefore the hnilding was put un.
M. Tllis said theve was evidently a fault in havine
live wires over a house. The Coroner: The question
i« whether the wires were put over the house, or
the houge inder the wires, Witness: The house was
nut under the wires, and the site was seleeted by
fhe Tlrosoital Board. This ease sonports ome view
that it is high fime the reeulations relatine to
eleetrie wires-—extonsive as they appear to he
alieady---were eavefully averhanled, Bare wires
shauld not he permitted within a nopulons area, and
as most cistributive svstoms provide Dneolnted wipes
this svstem eonld easily he made eeneral. Overhead
telephone and telegranh wires are o numerous in
New Zealand towns that the nossibility of hreakage
aed falling acrass “live " oleetvie wires and s becon:.
ing dangeronsly clectrified, is a grave wide-spread rislk.
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