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Editorial Comment

Sinee the publication of owr remarks
in last issue regurding the elassifi-
cation ol the huilding trade by the
National Filicieney Doard, ihat bods
has plaeed building in the  third  scehedule, as a
partially essential industey, This will wive the
tndustiy ondyv oo shelt awount off proteetion trom
the demands of the Mailitary =erviee et but it
enstres thead Businesy will be allowed to 2o on to a
Ttled extent, which inoany ense is all that can be
hoped foroal prosent. Muaterials e difficall to
nnport, evenn iU there were no tonmage  shortage,
The English authorities have  vieidly vestrieied
cxporls of goods the produetion of whieh would
interfere with  the  owipat of  vitally  necessary
supplies far the aroy, now waking so splemdid an
atiacle on the German defenees of 1l Western
front.  Tn oa clemr statement of the positon by the
Vlon., A0 3L Myers, New Zealand’s Minister of
Munitions, il s wentioned 1hat e supplies for
constructional work are likely {o he manulaetured
except from shell diseard steel. Tlints have been
thrown out eofficially v New  Zealand  that Taree
contracis should Lie suspended, and that even in
the case of Treezing works, so closely assoelated with
the supply of food for 1he Allied Army, it wonld
e wiser to extend existing warks, {throwine further
duty upon machinery already in operation, than o
creel new works, in view of the extreme difficulty
in getting wmachinery,  We ave. i effeef, fold that
o demand steelwork from the O1d Countey when
the material should all be put into shells. 18 nof
patriotie, and the building trade does not necd 1o he
rold this twice when it vealizes how Fuoeland iw
makine a huge offort to eet ¥id of the great hurden
of war this sumnmer. So Ale position of the bHuilding
trade is full of diffieulty, though s troubles vy
end quite suddenly with the collapse of the central
NOWers,
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