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mueh differenee in the estimates of the value, They
were asked again o siubhmit estimates frooe reliable
huilders and inform the committee how much their
hutlding would he likely to eost. Here avain the
estivates were nost unreliable as shown on page 10
of vour Cowmpetition nuwher, They varied from
under £1 per fool super, for No. 16, up 1o consider-
ahblyv over £2 per fool super. For Noo 33, The designs
which were estimated at the hivher cost were ol the
satiie charvacter as those of the lesser cost. 1 esti-
mated that the value of the huilding would he about
£1 per foot super, and at this estimate the tenders
would ranee as follows:-—Na. 16, £11362; No !,
£9,994; No. 2, £9,428: No. 33, £3,094

That this estimate 8 approximately correet s
shown by the faet that sines the acceptance of the
Design No. 16, the eost has been consideratly adden
to Dy the esnnmittes resolving to have reinforecd
conerete floors and eonerete partitions and ecilings,
and the faet that all material has inercased in value
sinee the estimates were made o December last,
makes the tender of £13,600 appear to me a veagon-
anle one.

You will note inmy final report that the hnilding
heing ereetedl) is the whole huilding ineluding addi-
tional wings which are as a matter of fact ~xtensions
to the huildine asked Tor in competition (See page
10, “Savzeant Aret Gallery Competition,”” or “Pro-
eress”” Tor Deeember 1316, page 8200

Yours faithfully,
I, TIURST SEAGEDR.

Recent Patents.

Gate Latch.—\Another Wellington Arvchiteet, My John

T, Mair, ARLIBOAL Das invented o new gate lateh, Noo
RERSHE Aecording to this inventiow, the frame 1 33 made
with o portion of the front eut away to form the shonbder
la upon which the Iever 3 vests when the Tateh i closed,
and slots 7 oare cut in the apper edge to take the locking-
devive,  The cateh o pawl 2 38 pivoted on the vivet 50 aml
is formed with o slot 2a. engaging with the Tug Sa of lever
3, by means of wlich the eatel ur pawl s Litted, and is so
shuped rhat pressure of the striker 4 on the inside pulls the
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lateh elosed, ar on the outside eauses the ceateh or poawl
to revolve out of the way.  The lever 5 s pivoted on o
rivet, and is omade with o Tug Sa eogaging in the slot 2a
and enusing the cateh ar pawl 2 to revolve as lever 4 s
rudsed or lowersd.  The lever 3 s also provided with an
extonsion Sh, which engoges the striker b thereby pushing
the gate apen when the lever 3 s Titted, or closing the gade-
latel mechameally when the strilker 4 onpapges the entension
Shoan the proeess of closing the gate A projection de on
Lever extension 3 engnpes the cateh or pawl 2 when the
lever 3 iz raised and DBimits the revolution of 2 i an upward
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