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the first of a series oi
Local Industries.

Afforestation in New Zealand||

The following paper (continued Trom our April issue) by Mr, %, 1, Clarke, was read to members of
the -ndustrial Corporation o1 N, . at Hs Annual Meeting in Auckland last month. It is
articles to be pullished by this Journal as a stimulus to
Mr. Clarke clearly warns us of the seriousness of “
this question of our future timber supplies,
authorities in other countries showing how the
question is viewed abroad.
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ROY AL COMMISSIONS IN N.Z

Full particudars of the nature, the extent, and
the treatient of our native forests are given in the
veports of the two Royal Commnissions whiel have
reported to the New Zealand Parlimnent on these
questions.  OF the fivst * Convnission en Tinber and
Timber-Building Industries 190977 it may he said
that three fourths of its members were at the fine
members of the Dominion Parliament, and that the
names of three of the nwmber are now on the lists
of the present, or of past Ministries, the remaining
fourth being wmen of long  experience in various
branelies of the timhber trade.

The enquiry involved the exaination on oath
of 154 witnesses, and was held at all the fmportant
centres of the timber industries;, the witnesses -
cluded represeniatives ol all the timber industries,
both as cuployers and workers, and inceluding the
builders on the st vepresented the employing of
over 10,000 haneds, and the working ol many thous-
and pounds worth of wmachinery,

The report awd evidenee  oceupies nearly 800
pages of printed matter, which 1 may remind yvou,
i not a collection of e views of armehair philos-
ophers, or if incidental enguivers, bat s the reeorded
experienecs and havd carned Knowledee of a large
nuther ot eapable and praciieal nen,

On page xxxvi. of the Commission’s vreport, alter
urging in the strongest manner the svstematic stten-
tion of the Governnient to the Torestry question, the
warting is added that . — Unless some sueh steps
as these are hwmediately taken, it Tollows that,
although for a few years the demand ean be Taivly
well satistied, hefore Tong there would be vo reserye
of native timber, and the price would rise to a figure
whieh would sceriously embarrass nmany of the erow-
ing industries of New Zealand.””  One has only 1o
took at the present refail priee List of timber, and of
stoek articles made of that magerial to see
quickly that prophesy is heing fTulfilled.

The veport of the Tater Royval Cominission on
Forestry of 1983 is more direetly concerned with the
ceonomic phases ol the finber problem, and does not
o into industeial details, but its six members having
been chosen for the special purpose of the enguiry,
it may be assunted to e o owere random selection
of names, There is every reason 1o hope that (ime
and eirewstanees will prove that the conelusions
and recommendations embodied in its report may
well be taken as a basis of suppord by this, or any
other organization whose wish and aim is to Turiher
the eause of forestey in New Zealand.,  As in the
case ol the carlicr enqguirers, the Toreeasts i the
report ave rapidly heing shown to he on sound lines,
and will, T believe, e more likely 1o be in error on
the side of caution than on thal of extravaganee.
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O OVERCOME THE DIFFICULTY

As we have dealt with the disease, we nust at
feast devole a few minutes 1o the vemedies suggested
at various times and places. These may be reduced
1o about thwee propositions, which we will review
hriefly, and without committing any one to the sev-
eral views and opinions which may De submitted
for consideration.  They are as follows:—

No. 1—To aim at the regencration and restor-
ation of ouwr natwral forests, as near as ntay he with
their patural situations and conditions, and with as
much, or as litile assistanee and nierferenee from
man as Natwre may he able to toleraie,

No. 2—Ta seck 1o amplify and nprove our Tor-
ests by the intermixture of trees introdueed from
other localities and other countries.

No. 3—To establish what are sometinwes fernied
artificial foresis by the afforestation of hare lands
of a yuzlity 1oo poor for agriculiursl or pastoral
profit.

Of the fivst proposal it is safe fo suy that a
return of the forest to ils virein stale ean only he
possible by a retwm to virginal conditions, which
would exelude the presenee of etvilized man, and all
his works, Conouon observation in our bhush arcas
shiows ihat although the deared spaces vapidly fill
up, the re-growth Tollows the wreat natural law of
the swevival of the fittest, which, from an ceonomiy
standpoint may he guite the veverse of the fitfest
for purposes of trade. In no departinent of Nature
ix the strugele for existence more relentless and un-
ceasing  than in the natural fovest, where every
circumstance of wind and weather is a factor n
favour of the tree or shrub, whose seeds are nost
readily transported by the wind or other ageneies,
whose germination and growth is of he quickest
and strongest order, or whose endurance of light,
or shade, mayv he the mest suitable for the actual
sttuation. The introduction of fresh native timbers
by Aransplanting i made diftienl from the faet that
owr hest trees do not readily submit 1o handling and
removal,

OFf e second proposition we have to hear in mind
that the Imported trees would of neeessity be of a
different natural order from the indigenous growth,
and only by eontinuous eave and cxpense could the
wore suseeptible native trees be preserved  Trom
suppression by the more vigorous and aggressive
growth of the new comer, There s much 1o be said
in favour of such methods of working forest lands
as have been o operation for eomparatively long
periods of time in certain parts of Kurope, but these
have proved no more than a partial remedy for the
complaint of seareity, sinee both Wranee and Ger-
many (where sueh methods have been most syste-
matically applied), find it still necessary to import
timber in large quantities.



