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wostly effeeted this result being the utilisation of
suitable fuel, perfection of ecarburation, and flue
outlets.

The very important matter of adaptability for
use as a fitment has reecived carcful consideration
ai the hands of some of the makers, and to this end
fires have been designed and propertioned so that
they may appear as part and pareel of the goneral
schene, whether the gas fire is placed in front of or
actually in the coal grate; and this may be done
without in any way interfering with the symmetry
of the surroundings.

In some eases the attewptl has heen made to pro-
duee gas fires which in all vespeets compele, or,
whoere necessavy, blend with types of coal fires

It would, of eouwrse, often be desirable from many
points of view if we could have our gas fires planned
and fitted in the fice openings as coal grates are,
thus ohviating any neeessity for duplication.  This
is a matter that should reecive the attention of the
arehiteets,  Manufactwrers  would  weleome  the

A Gas Tire,

practice, and would speedily offer productions that
met the new requirements,

There are at present on the market a fow gas
fires sultable for fixing permanently, and as the
demand inereases olher examples will, no doubt, he
fortheoning, Bearing ot this point it would he
well Tor architeets to consider the planning of {lues.
For a gas fire, permancuily  {itted, it is only
necessary Lo have navrow flues, sueh as ean often he
Dulit in the thickness of a wall.  With the variety
of types now available cvery requirement can he
met. The  fitment of cas fires ander existing
canopics, or the insertion in eoal orates of a well
fitting hasket or verticeal fire, offers an cconomieal
means of utilising hearth spaee. The most satix-
faetory vesults, however, are obtained when the fire-
place (is designed espeeially to reecive a eas five.
No questfions of smoke combustion and npdranght
have to be considered as with eoal lives, and for {his
reason a very neat and effeetive arrangement is
possible,

'N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS

May 1917

I1 is a eoninon practice to bave a tile or marble
surround to the gas fire, enelosed by the frame of
the mantel, and certainly this s very pleasing in
appurarance; hul there is perhaps no more effcetive
hackground than a metal one, espeeially when the
surfaee iy broken up into delicate vertieal ribs, after
the manmer of cighteenth-century Freneh work.

Apart Trom the matter of  improvement in
efficieney as a heating agent, there is nothing so
striking about the modern gas fire as its sultahility
for inelusion o what are know as “period’? sehemes
——tlat is 1o say, one ean now oblamn gas fires that
conform to the general eharacter of the Interior
deeoration, whether this be Gothie, Tudor, Jacohean,
or Adam, the designers, after carefully studyving old
types of wood and coal fire-grates, having cinbodied
the prevailing character in Aheir designs for gas
fires, o that iustead of being obliged to have one
more or less stoek paitern of cas fire, and that a
elumsy and inclegant 1ype ot of keeping with every
architeetural seheme, 1he makers now  offer an
astonishing variety of exeellent designs,
hese are shown by the accompanying ill

The Federal Capital

Canberra Again

A Rediey eorrespondent 1o the Christehureh
Press” sends the fublowmg interesting news re the
tedoral Capital —

Mo orar as Mo, Grilin

is coneerned, the Comnis-
ston’s finding s starthng, 1t has deeided that neees-
saty information and assistanee woere withheld from
ming, and his peowers were usirped by eerlain offieers.
Al Greiltin and his office were 1gnored, his rights and
duties under his eontract woere denied, and  false
chavzes of default were made against him. The
Commission finds that the Tton, W. O Arehibald,
and others of the Departnental Board dealing with
Canbherra affairs, endeavowred 1o set aside Mr Grif-
fin's design, and to substitute the Board’s own plan.
Finally, the Commission says that there was in the
Departiment a conthination, including My, Arehibald
and certain officers, hostile to Mr. Griffin and his
desten Tar the eapital eity.

Olficors whose actions are reviewed by the Com-
mission inelude Colonel Miller, Adiministrator of the
Fedepral Torritory, who ““objeeted 1o apyvone inter-
vening bhetween himselt and the Minister,”” Colonel
Ower, who, as Diveetor-General of Works, was jeal-
ous of any eneroachinent upon the domain of his
authority, Mr. Murdeeh, architeet, ““who scems o
have given some evil counsel to Colonel Owen as to
the conflier 1that might arise hetween the Colonel
and My Grillhy™ M Serivener Direetor of Lands
and Survey, who obhjeeted 1o his surveyors {aking
orders Trom 3o Grifiing My, Bingle, the aeling-
secretary of the Departinent, who was chareed with
delaving and withholding inforimation,  The fore-
aoing wives smne idea of the dilficulties, gnite apar
fram the pronounced hostility of the Minister, which
Mr. Griffin had to faee.




