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\ The Modern Gas Fire Q

We are indebted to the ** Architectural Review ' for this article and illustratiens which give the

reader an excellent idea of what modern gas=-fire development means.

- —A

Cousidering the lmporiance of the fhrepluee in
the Fnglish home, and the fact that it is the foens
of interest to whieh the eve flrst travels as one enters
a roonl, it s surprising that we should have horne
s0 long with the wunsightly and ineficient eas five
that was formnerly offered 10 us. L the past, hoth
as regards artistic quality in ity design and offeetive-
ness as & heating applianee, the gas fire received
very inadequate attention on the part of wmanuy-
facturers, and, as a vesult, eould only bhe regardea
as an article of questionable beauty and utility,
But the developments of vecent years have entively
altered the former estimate, and i its numernus
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heating, and noisy combustion arve all heing rapidly
eliminated, and in their place are appearing was firey
of execlent Yoroy, pleasingly ewmbelliched, effigiont]
silent, and perfeetly hyweienice,

The introdnetion of the gas lire s 1has raced by
M, WL ¥, Webber m his hoolo: = The general use
of town gas as fuel Tor domestic and industrial pure-
poses is oa practiee which cannot be dated mueh
frrther baek than the Crestal Palaee Bleetvie and
(Gas Bxhibition of 1882, At that peviod it wvas siill
doubtful whether the greater expense of wax in

comparison with conl, ax applicd 1o the purpose of
ureh opportunity For

warming living oo, efy

Recent examptes of Gas Fire Designs,

allractive Torms The gas live now elaims its place b
the seheme of interwor decoration.

Anobvigus reason Tor the cumbersome  aod
hadly-decorated designs to whieh we woere so long
aceustomed is found 1 the Faet that the gas fivre was
first infrodueed in the Vietorian cra, and so persist-
endly different have the destens been that, until
recontly, it lias heen guite impossihle fo wtilise the
was five with any degree of artistie satisfaction.

The very weleome change whick has miade the
gas fire hoth an effeelive heater and an olijeet of
pleasing destgn has ocewrred only within the last fow
vears,  Superflous netal, gaudy deeoration, weird
anwd wonderful outline, inefficient. and inhrgienie

developing  the Tormer in this «dircetion. The
warinth of gas when burnt for ihe purpose of lieht-
ing was also regarded Dy the general publie with
mingled feeling=. The Targe consumption of gas
necessifated by the imperfeet huriers of {hat day, if
a heithiant seale of lighting were desired, frequently
produeed over-hieating of small erowded roowns, and
in sueh eases the warinth produced by the was was
found objeetionable.  On the other hand, the same
imcidental effeet was appreciated  in winter by
workers in shops, faclories, and warelionses not pro-
vided with other means of warining,  Consequently,
whenever the weather turned cold, a great deal of
gas was, and <130 is, bunt for the sake of the
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