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indlustries, sinee tlie failure of the supply of timber,
front whatever eause, would necan the erushing out
of not only a few, bhut, of every one of our mdustries.
We may then begin to imagine what such a result
would miean s 1 say begin to iImagine, for we ecrtainly
cimnot realize what would be the real consequenees.
Lot us emphasize this fact as strongly as possible:
there s ne one of owr industries which could dive
For twenty-Tour howrs, or would be worth twenty-
Fowrr penee purehase money independent of wood n
sonte form or other,  And i the industries are so
dependent, owr whole eivilization is also dependent.
Al past and present experienee shows elearly 1hat
wootl is g first neeessity o man’s home and habi-
tation, and in (his Dominion it i sale fo say that
ninety per cent. of our houses are wainly compased
of it, while it is an indispensable factor i the re-
maining ten per eent, as owell as in the furnitare
and fittings of hoth home and business prentises.
THE QUESTION OF A SUBSTITUTE FOR WOOD

Weo mayr be told that as tiwber becomes seareer
aosubstitate will be found, and thai already steel
and conerete are being largely used for purposes of
construction, but we have to renember that wood
is Targely used in plaeing other materials in position,
aed that every pound of netal, and of mmeral n-
volves the use of wood in its mining, its milling,
its (ransport, and its working into shape, while the
price of the substitute, like that ol the original
waterial would he governed by the law of supply
and demand, and wieht soon e grcater than that nf
the material for which 11 wmight he substituted,  The
comtnercial importanee of a tihober supply aioa
cheap eate is also wade wore evident when we eon-
sicler fhat at every tarn, and on every hand business
v dependent on oa railway system in which wooed is
dan absolute necessity, These arve but a few s
trations of the faet that every funetion of business
aor of pleastre and comfort depend i one way or
another an our tinher supply, and that without such
a supplyoof an adequate character eivilization as
wi know it woukd entively break down. T hegomes
then, a question of what is 1o be done to averi such
disastruous consequences as further negleet must 1n-
evitably Dring, awd who is 1o take the malter in
Land? It should not require much argument 1o
prove that, even from no higher motives than self
interest the convnercial man should he among the
(irst toowmake a move,  Nd 30 must e remenshered
that provision has 1o be made, not only for the use
al vwood in sueh quantities and forms as suil present
s, Far experienee shows that the eonswmption of
that aderial per head per anum of the world’s
popilation s always on the inercase, seeing that
there are constantly inercasing outlets for human
enerey aid ciployiment, due 1o the rapid inerease
st speead of selentifie knowledge in relation (o
trade. There s the further need for aetion from
the Taet of the great inerease of the warld’s popu-
latton, that is to say thal portion of it coming under
the seape of what is commenly known as Western
civilization, which is eonstantly altering the vatio
belween supply and dewand 1o the disadvantage of
the former.
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ENORMOUS WASTE OF WOOD

Not mueh good can come ol lamenting ever the
past exeepl Lo make use of sueh a procecding ns a
warnitng Lo th= future, and in that respeet we may
do well 1o consider the enormows waste which has
been wmade, and how sueh nay be avolded i the
Future.

It has been well said that “the panreal resources
““of the cavth have inoall ages, and 1o all countries,
“heen squandered by man with o wamton desregard
ol the futwre,”” and probably in no country has this
process heen carried on, inmodern tines 1o a greater
extent, than here in New Zealawd, where o oregarid
to the tree the Twll foree of ihe old Seriptwral
anathema, “eut it down, why cumbereth 1 {he
croutnd,”” has Tound a most Hteral interpretation.
flow then s this waste 1o be stopped, and how are
we o make good the destruction of the past! dor-
tunately there s now coming about a mwmore ceneral
recognition of Lthe unwisdor of past negleet, and
the need for better methods Tor the Tuture. An
tlustration of this is shown i the faet of the sub-
jeet of  Afforestation beineg before this necting
Lo-day.

WHAT OTHERS ARE DOING

A Drief notice of what has been done and s now
ol on i other parts of the Fonpive, amd in Ao
ica inoregard to the Tutwree will b helpful as
indicating the views and opintons ol men ol spevial
kuowledge and of world-wide repute i conneetin,
with the subjeet. Taking the finding of the British
Roval Commission on Coast Hrosion and MMTorest-
ation 1909, ax the result of by Tar the st com
prehiensive and  systeiaite engquiey that has Leen
made sinee the awalening bewan, we find i i
report of the Connaission o synopsis of the prineipal
conehisions, the first on the lst beineg 1w
words:  CAMorestation is praeticable and
able,”  Later we pead: 2 Any sehee of national
alforestation should be on an ceonomie basis.”” From
a financial point of view e e told = MiTores -
ation represents a produetive investboent, and shogld
e finaveed by oa Toan”™ Ad as to the question of
administration and control, the finding of 1he Com
mission s The afforestation seheme 1o b en-
trusted 1o a special board of eommissioners.”” Tl
latter veconmmmendation s speeially enlaveed upun in
the more extended poviion of the reporl. As
meidental cffeet of such an enferprise the veport
savs:—Afforestation ereates 2 new  Indoastiy, i
dovs not compete with  private  onterprise, Tl
conversion of comparatively anprofitable lamds o
Torests  enhanees the productiveness of  adjacent
areas.’”” ““More than any other apparent rempedy
alforestation will stem the tide of roral depopu-
lation.”” The report also savs: = Owing fo the pros-
ent o searetly of tinber, and ihe probable rise in
prices, the prospects of afforestation are very en-
couraging.”  And on the gquestion ol comparative
prices the witnesses are agreed that “tinber has
undergone a marked augmentation i value inoreeent.
vears; which rise in price has been accompanied hy
a more or less marked reduction in quality.”

In the evidenee before the commission |
yuote but two which are typiesl of the whole,
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