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The Growth of Architecture

By HALSEY RICARDO, F.R.[.B.A., in
‘¥ Architecture”™

OUn nearly the last page of that amazingly able
little hook by Professor Lethaby on architceture -
a hook that all interested in architeeture ought to
possess and study with elose attention- there 1s this
preguant statewent: ‘Mo art that is only one man
decp is worth muel; it should be a thousand men
deep.” Bt has been much the Tashion- espeeially
from the time of the Marly Italian Renaissanee on-
wards—-10 aceentuate the names of the avchiteets
of the fanous masterpicees, aud to regard thew—
the architects—as the sole creators and orviginators
of their works. [ do not mean that they regarded
thewselves, or that we regard them, as independent
of tradition aund expericnce; but that we look upon
stieh men as Braneilesehi, Bramaute, Peruzzi, Mich-
acl Angelo, Sir Christopher Wren, and so forth, as
creative ends in themsclves, as independent phe-
nountena who individually affeeted and controlled the
tendeney of their time.  But from another pomt of
view we may iook upon thems as resultants rather
than causes; the environwent has produeed them,
they have not eonstrueted the envivenwent. Samuel
Butler- the author of “‘Krewhon’—puts 1t aphor-
istieally in this way: An cgg is not the means by
which a hen eontrives to produee auother bivd; the
lien is the contrivance by which an cgg enables it-
self to produce another egg, The stream of life -
which is the eardinal thing—is imnortal, and the
various noertal shapes in whieh 1L manifests itself to
our exes are Lhe outward sign of its curvent, and owe
their characteristics to the actual composition of
the streant at that monent of their appearance, its
structnre being the synthesis of effective ndividual
infiuenees resolved into a kind of general quality
and direction. To eome to cur own pariicular tribu-
tary of this stream, we may take the building in-
stinel in mankind as imwortal  that is to say, as
co-cxistent with mankind #self.  Its manifestation
at any partieular period of the world’s listory
depends upon the ideals prevalent at that thme, and
the struetural resources--in the matter of technical
abilities and waterials-- of the huilders.  The domi-
naut lactor determining these manifestations is the
main stream ol life earrying ihe aspirations and
voicing the ideal of the nation, the constructional
instinet being sceoudary and tributary to the greater
stream, With the ege the siuple ideal is, no doubt,
the preservation of the endless ehord of life, with-
out atlempting much contrel over the intermediate
phenomiena which serve as earriers. It deplores
celibacy naturally, and resists vielent endeavours
at erossings; speeies are, comparatively, fixed, and
hyhridization is only permissible within defined lin-
its.  Subject to these conditions, the hen may do
what she likes, awd mate with whom she pleases- -
it is her egy that s the justifieation of her existence.

With a nation the issues arce more involved. The
chord of life consists of many strands, closely and
loosely interwoven, and beside it are many supple-
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meniary and contributary threads, running parvallel,
running erossways, obstrueting, hlending, eonfusing,
or accenluating the main issues of life. “'Sports”’
oteur: ‘‘throw-backs’ to somce predominang or per-
sistent strand in ihe main cable—diversions into
new or reactionary  channels-—aceclerations  and
slackening of speed ; the seaning tangle now clear-
ing itself and again shrouding itself indeeipherably.
11 has its nodes, s pulsations; at times it i lyrical
in s outery, at othoers solomui in its vibration, mys-
terious In its silence. 1L voiees the passions, the
hopes, ol a thousand hearts, for it Is the pulse of
the nation and the nation’s wdeal 1s in its utlerance.
This history of the world Is shown by ils art, with
a Faithiuluess that no other record ean approach—
for it is not consciously a record, and hay no side
o lake in polities or in government, beyond mniunis-
tering to thely requircinents. By their skill
cngineering-- espeeially  hydraulic  engimeering -
Mesopotamia was a fruitlul and verdautl land; they
had mathematies enough Lo he land surveyors and
astronomers, and v a country where the nights are
clear, and a considerable pertion of life is carried
on beneath the starey splendour of the lirmament,
astrology takes a prowivent place, in religion and
i the details of daily life.  But their art shows
them te have been a erucl people, yet with a great

capacily of suftering horn stolidly and without re-
sislance, With the Egyptians it was otherwise, The

bulk of the population were devoted agrieulturists.
They hated war, and had no delight in the ponp
and circumstiance of ilitary display.  The Arab
delight in the horse of war—-as witness the Book of
Job—spell misery and physical pain te them, as
evidenee of their conseription and servitude- and
in their pietures of animal life the horse appears
rarely as a beast of burden or traciion.  Bul with
the animal life aboot then the Kevptians show an
exceptional sympathy. Think what it means 1o have
acyuired the alility to draw those hicroglyphies, to
have seized upon and redueed the vital eharaetor-
isties of bird and BLeast to sueh simple formualace,
and vet so instinet with the individuality and power
of the thing represented,

In wediacval times the constilution of societly
was quile differeni; instead of one vast cmpire regu-
latedd by an oligarchy of arvistocracy, under the
divection of a field narshal, we get a feudal sysiem
of government, side by side with independent com-
Munes. Cities were virtually  republies i the
Thirteenth or Fourteenth Centuries, and life was
fiereely eompetitive, full of expansion—and the en-

thusiasin  following it-——cugendered by the new
forees and sentiments s peoples hitherto  guasi-

nemad, and predatory rather than gregavious, out-
side the tribal connections.  Their architeelure was
the arehitectinre  of  cquipoise  Ahe  arvehiteeture
of the nason in exeelsis and  of the erafts-
man, a8 a builder, whether he worked in stoue,
tunber, or melal. Different from  the deeadent
Roman architecture, the ecarly mediacval—ie. to
the aniddle of the Fourteenth  Century- avas in-
tegral in all its features.  Columus and pilasters
were not applied for effeet, or to mask 1he facts of
construetion; they sprany from the constrwetional



