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Public Memorials to our
| Fallen Soldiers. |

The question of erceting iemorials to our gallant
soldiers who have given theur lives to their country
18 occupying the moids or many patriotic comnnit-
tees 1n New Zealand at the present time, and, while it
s fitting that the people of this couniry should do
theiv utmost Lo place on record their debt to our
soldiers who have given their all to a noble purpose,
we feel it ouwr duty to point out to the many gener-
ous winded follk who think that the ereetion of a
wentorial s the best method of showing their feel-
wes of gratitude, that they are apt to fail entively
e thetr purpose 10 They are vot careful to see that

Wictoria Leajue's Memorial for Fallen Soldicrs at Auckland.

when thiey do eveet a memorial it shall he something
that will be worthy of the objeet they have in view.

We read in a Southern paper of a memorial heing
ereeted which is deseribed as being ““no flimsy
strueture.’”” It is io have a hase of 17-ft. square,
and 70 tons of eonercte will he used in its construe-
tion. The monmnent is deseribed as being ““already
20 feet in the air,”” and its total height is to be 30
feet.  The figure on the fop of this magnificent
pedestal will be 5-ft. 7-ins. high, and will be com-
posed of ecement and sand cast in a bleck and
chiselled out! The figure vepresents an infanivyman
practically at the position of attention, and is des-
¢ribed as being “a monument to lecal skill and
workimanship.’” We arve not favoured with any in-
formation regarding the general design, nor is the
desiener’s nane mentioned, but “‘an architeet and

designer’s’ namne is given. It does not strike us

that the proportion of the figure to the basce is Likely
to produce an impressive resuli, such as to make the
beholders vevere the memory of the fallen soldiers,
nor do we feel quite sure that a figure composed
of ““cement and sand’” is likely to have mueh per-
mauenee, but the information available is not suffi-
clent to enable us to offer any criticism. We
sineciely hope that the wmemorial, when erceted,
will not appear as we anticipate it will from the
deseription given.  Ouor noiive 1n writing at the
present time 18 1o offer a note of warning to those
responsible for the spending of publiec funds, es-
peeially on memorials such  as  these. There s
a simple way 1o get a good job done, as has Deen
shown in Auckland., The Vietoria League spent the
sum of L1600 {whiclh was a vote from Parliament)
as & memorial Lo the soldiers, sailors, and friendly
Maoris who fell in the New Zealand wars in the
carly days of colonization. The League called for
competitive degigns about two years ago with {he
result that 20 designs were sent in, Qut of these
that of Mr. T. Eyre Maeklin, Sculptor, of St. John's
Wood, London was chosen, with the result that
Auckland will have a worthy menmorial artistically
designed. The bronze stalue is now in Auekland,
and Mr. Gerald Jones, Lie. NLBA, of that ety
has been placed in eharge of the ereetion. In his
hands we feel sure that the designer’s work will
gel ity proper setting, and the work of the stone
mason will he properly overlooked.

fs there any reason why other public boedies
should notl place thenr work in the hands of a
capable artist 1o design, instead of handing the work
over to aloeal stone wason, who has probably had prac-
tically no training in design?  What possible hope 15
there in New Zealand to edueate the geneval publie and
partiendarly its youth, when the exe is eontinually
offended by sueh glaringly bad examples as are so
frequently found among our publie statues? Public
hodies must realize that the money donated for such
purposes 18 lrust money, and the publie is entitled
to the best obtainalble irrespeelive of whether a local
stone mason wants the job or not.

Busy Stafford

Quaint paragraph from the “ West Coast Thnes”’
of Tuesday, 13th Mavch. ““All Coasi towns are
complaining of dull trade on account of the war.
This can be no longer said by Siafford people, for
the Canterbury BEducation Board have decided to
repair the school verandah and ehimney and to
paint the bell tower.”



