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Industry in New Zealand is now in a state of un-
certainty which organisation of labour resources would
remove.  An official pronouncement as to what are
the really essential eallings is wanted, followed by the
official undertaling to give ihese industries a chance
to live,  They should not he man-starved by taking
experts from the workshop or the land to serve in the
trenehes.  Sir John Findlay favours a hold poliey.
“We must,”” he says, “have equality of sacrifiece.  Tn-
equality in this respeet is fhe key to mueh unrest,
Taxation of wealth, and particularly of war profits,
may mvolve some apparent hardship, but compare that
hardship with those of Gallipoli or the frozen fields of
Trance!  Compulsion is being applied to men of
military age.  Why should compulsion stop there?
Tf farmers. in respeet of wheat, or in respect of milk,
declare they will not sow the former, or supply the
Tatter unless they et war-swollen profits, they mnst
be sternly made to understand that, whether 1t he in
camp or farm, self-interest wust, at this time, be
subordinated to the common weal and all must, to the
end, do as they are iold.  The Government must do
more in this matter, and do it more boldly.  This
was no time for tenderness to sectional interests.  If
private interest and private selfishness are embarrass-
ing the Government, and adding to the cost of living,
then Tet the State nationalise that industry in the
interests of the whole country.””  All we wish to add
to this admirable statement of the present need is that
the Governmeut has no more nrgent watter to consider,
and nothing else should have ““right of voad’ nntil the
praducers and manufactnrers of the Dominion know
what is going {o he done with them.

The Britain is happy in having as its
Partnership Prime Minister a man like David

of Llovd George, with the five of entlins-
iasm, and a Celtic Imagination which
enables him to peer into the futnre
with so keen a vision.  "While some people who rarely
look alicad arve bemoaning the labonr troubles which
they expeet ta experienee after war, Llovd Cleorge sees
that Labour is coming into its own, and that the pro-
cess will he for the henefit, not only of the working
man, but for the whale community, capitalist and
worker alike.  Perhaps the feeling is not so well
evideneed in New Fealand, but it will come, and we
weleome the time when hoth classes, as a result of
mutual saerifiec and suffering during this time of
trial, will meet each other with goodwill, in no atmos-
phere of mutual suspicion. Exploitation has heen
given sueh a set-back hy State interfercnee, that the
working classes will in future feel that they ave not
helpless. Therefore they will turn Jess to the
desperate remedy of the strike, and rely more upon
the henevolent parventage of the State—not a class-
controlled organisation, but vepresenting the best
clements in the whole community. Tilovd George, in
his great answer to the German peace note, sum-
marisedd in the phrase “Complete vestitution, full
reparation, effeetnal  guarantee,’’ dealt with the
sitnation of the Enalish people at this stage of the
great conflict.  ““Oune charaeteristic,”” he said. ‘‘is
s franker and fuller recognition of the partnership of
Labour in the Goverument of this country. No

Labour

Governmment {hat had ever been formed to rule here
has had such o number of men who all their lives have
been  associated  with labour and with the Tabour
organizations of this conntry,  We vealize that it is
impossible to conduel a war withont getting the com-
plete and ungualified support of Iabonr, and we were
anxious to obiain {heir assistance and their counsel for
the purpose of the conduet of the war.”

Liabour in New Zealand ig doing its share tfoo.
There ave extremists who still follow the dog-in-the-
manger policy of harking at everything not exaetly
in fine with their academic ideas, bt the great mass
of Labour has its shoulder to the wheel,  Labour
leaders are doing valuable work in the administration
of the vitally important Military Serviee Aei, and
thev are to be found on the patriotic eommiitoes, and
in the fighting hone. One of (he hest known Tabonr
Teaders of this conntry, Sergeant Carev, Taid down his
voung and promising Life for the greal cause of free
dom.  These are things to set aeainst the seditions
utterances of men who in peace Hnwe, as In war, are
mere stirrers up of strife, Thev ave not reflecting the
real spirit of labour, aud a realisation of this fruth witl
Delp the peaple of the Dominion towards the view
which the brilliant, huwmane Teader of the English
people hiolds in regard to the future of lahour,

The Royal Commission to investieate
the condition of the New Zealand
railways rolling stock has reported. as
we expected it wonld, that the safely of the travelling
publie 1t not in the slightest degree endangered by the
use of pieced springs in the draw-gear of waoons.
The peliticians who were atnming o blow at (he
imported General Manager have thns failed in their
objeet i fael the missile turned ont to he @ hoomerane.
for it hit them hardest, as the Commission gives a gond
deal of eredit to the railway management for ibe
exeellenee of the eonipment. and fthe improvenments
awd eeonomics ntade durine the last three vears. One
matter which gets only a line or two in the report. is
of the greatest importance to the travelling publie
The Conumission states thal among the Improvements
is the removal of the Pinisell gas evlinders from
helow the passenger cars. and the subsitintion of siall
evlinders in a safer position within the framing of 1he
car, The large gas evlinders slung beneath ihe
framing of our passenger cars constitute the worst
danger in case of derathnent or eollision, for they are
almost sure 1o be displaced, allowing the gas fo leak
out, ereating an explosive mixture, and making 1he
risk of Are a very grave one. When the Auckland
Main Trunle express eame inio collision a few vears
ago near Mereer, the gas evlinders cansed anxety. hnt
fortunately those whoe went to the resene of the im-
prisoned passengers warned cevervone regarding the
great visk of fire or explosion. and thev were saved that
nsual horrvor of a rallway wreek. Tt is satisfactory
to hear that the Railwav Department is dealing with
this danger. and it would be still more satisfactory
to know when they pronese to construet ail-sfeel
carriages.  The cost of rebuilding the present volling
stock on fire-proof lines would be too great to face, but
there is no reason why this modern poliey should net
be adopted for the future.
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