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The New Cathedral, Dunedin
By BASIL HOOPER, A.R.L.B.A., Supervising Architect.

Before proeceding with a deseription of the
Cathedral itself, a fow words as 1o the ineeption of the
building scheme may le of interest.  1n the year
1905, the late Mr. Havrop bequeathed the sum of
£20,000, for the purpose of crecting a new Cathedral,
a eondition attached heing that, ancther £20,000 was
to be eolleeted before the expivy of 20 years, failing
which the money was to be given to the Oddfellows.
Also it was stipulated that the building was to be
erected on the site of the old Cathedral.  Soon after

the beginning of 1915 saw the old church cleared away.
It was not till May of that year, however, that building
operations weve started.  The foundation stone was
laid by the Primate on June 8th, with full religions
ceremony and Masonic ritual.

Hoon after the completion of the foundations,
tenders were ealled for the erection of the super-
structure, and in September a coniract was signed
for £28 458, the six other fenders ranging up to
£49.500.  This  variation 1n tenders 1s striking,
especially when the quantitivs were supplied and
guaranteed by the Board, and showing that it was
chiecly a matter of pricing the labour.  The site in
some ways 18 a very good one. It is couvenient and
in a conspicuous place.  No visitor conld fail to

A PERSPECTIVE OF DUNEDIN CATHEDRAL

The chief paints af diference hetween the perspective as shownp above and the correet designs, consists

e ), The addition of Hying bottrosses

b, Wing walls above the West end of aisles;

G, YVaviation in the tl‘:i(tl-,'l‘\'AOf thie windows: (), Alteration in the design of

steps s lel, dveater

sdght of ooy above wround ; f) Complete

revision of tower which now shows o “erown” finish.

this the Primate when in England, arranged with
Mr. Edmund Sedding, FR.I.B.A, a well known
veelesiastical architect, to design  the Cathedral.
Sketeh plans were prepared and brought ont, and
finally in the year 1909, 3r. Sedding eame out him-
self  and  arranged  all  details, including the
appointment of sapervising avehiteet.  Many vears
passed, and many weary Board and Committee
meetings were held, at which numerous alterations
and amendments to the plan rveeeived from Mr.
Sedding were proposed.  Among many others were
sugeestions that the plan should be redueed in area,
and the altar be placed at the true east end.  When
all these points were settled, disenssions arose as to
which seetion was to be commenced first, and decisions
swayed from side to side, till at last, towards the elose
of 1914, the present position was finally adopted, and

notice it, as it stands well above the highest part of the
Octagon reserve. From a town-planning point of
view, however, it s not ideal.  In the first place, the
site is cramped on all sides.  Secondly, it is to one
side, and not in the centre of the Octagon rise. What
a magnificent effect would have been obiained if it
had been placed in the centre of Stuart Street, and
two streets carried up, one on cither side, joining
together at the back!  What a noble vista would have

“Dbeen the vesult, noticeable all the way up Stuart

Street from the Rallway Station (itself forming a
most effective vista from the Oetagon).  The same
effeet would have been obtained from the hill, coming
down: npper Stnart Street, and from all the points of
vantage on the Town Belt, Queen’s Drive ete. Tn
fact the position would have been such as Christ-
churech Catliedral has, but with all the added advan-



