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manuerisms without his largeness of eonception,
good taste, and imagination. The tall huildings of
that time were cight o ten stories hiigh; colleetively
they were referred to as ‘elevator arehiteeture’s the
stecl-frame building had appeared, 1t is true, hut it
had as vet made no impression when My, Schuvler
wrote his hook—at least upon him. 1 one had been
asked to nwame the finest of reeent huildings in
America at that fime he might have enumcerated
Trinity Chireh and the nearby terra-eotta Fine Arts
Museuin at Boston (now demolished) : the County
Cowrt-lHouse at Pittshurg, the Alhany City - Hall,
sotte of Richardson’s lihraries and his Tarvard Law
Sehool, the Harvard Memorial Thall, the Conneetient
Capitol at Tlartlord, the Chieage Auditorium, =4,
Patriel’s Cathedral, the Madison Square Garden,
the three Vanderbilt houses, 1he Villaw] lhouses,’
and the Mills Buildine at New York, Tink’s =t
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Louis railway terminal, and the Ponee de {aon at
St Augustine,

““Not another chureh, railway terniinal, o1 Hbrary
{exeopt Hunt’s Tenox Library at New York), not a
musenn ov theatre, or town hall could he named of
any importanee, that vose alove ahsolute inedioerity
while in general our eivie, Federal, and ceclesiastienl
avchitecture was heneath eontemnpt, and owr railway
stations were a disgrace. A sarcastic sutvey of
American  architecture in the London *Satwrday
Review” of that pevied excited considerable indie-
ion; reading it to-dav, we cannot help recouniz-
ing in it a large element of just eriticism, though
expressed with that airy superiority whieh Lowell
so deftly satavized in his famous essay on ‘A Cortain
Condeseension in Foreigners.””’

The sky-seraper architeeture of the past twenty-
five years, sayg the writer, ““has heen more erssed
and discussed’ than any other modern type. 1t
has changed the sky-line of New York and of every
large Ameriean city from Seattle to Bangor, from
Tios Angeles to Galveston.”” But this type, while

dominating, does not exhaust the achievements of
the period.  *“There have Dbeen seven important
exhibitions of national or international seope sinee
the Columbian, at Chicago, in 1893; (he Cotton
States  lixhibition, at New Orleans; the Trans-
Mississippi, at Oinahka, in 1898; the Pan-Amcrican,
at Buflalo, in 1901; the Louisiana Purehase, at St.
Louis, in 1904 ; the Jamestown in 1906 and the two
in Califernia, at San Francisco and San Diego, in
115, Each of these, with the possible oxesption of
those at New Orleans and Jamestown, was of firsi-
rate avehiteetwral importanee,  They were all seenie
displaye of “staff” architeeture, decorations rather
than durable buildings, but they all stimulated the
imagination and developed the deeorative vesonree
of our architeets, and for the Best 1iine in our history
exerted a reflex influence on Kuropean exhibition
architecture,  The Boston Publie Library was comn-
pleted in 1885 the Congrogsional at Washineton in
1597 ithe Public Library of New York in 1912,
With the acecssion of W, Martin Aiken fo 1the offiee
of Sapervising Avehiteet of the Tregsiey In 1800
there hegan a remarkable refarm in onr Federal
avehitecture, witeh eontinned nder s snecessor,
J.oWnox Taylor, aud was fwrther stimulated by the
passing of the Tarsney Aet, unhappily repealed in
DL The custom-houses, conrt-hauses, and post-
afices ol 1his rigime—at New Yaork, Indianapolis,
san Franeiseo, Cleveland, sod other eifies: the
Seante od House offices at Washington, and a host
ol lessor FPederal buildings, have Lifred onre nationsa)
“Meial arehiteeture from pretentions inferiority to
a Jevel of high artistie nierit,

“The great vailway ferminals ot Washineton and
New York, and the Northwestorn ot Chieago, aml
others of less magiitude at Pitishurg, Baltimore,
and other eitios, have redeemed us Trom the former
disgraee of the old4ime shabhy and disreputable
makeshifts.  University and eolleeinte groups have
heen ereated that are the envy of foreipn professors
and seholars: Palo Alto and Boerkeley, in Californis;
the University of Pennsylvania; Chicazo, Columbia,
John  Topking, TPrinecton, Washington at St
Louis, Bryn Mawe, Vassar, and Sweethriar colleges,
the College of the elty of New York, and others
represent a braneh of avehiteeture which hardly had
any existenee hefore 1801, At the same fime a now
architeeture of public-sehool buildings has heen
developed, based on scientific prineiples and the
logical expression of plan and strueiure: witness
the modern sehools of New Yok, Boston, Chicugo,
St Louis, and a dozen other eities,  Cerfain 1vpes
of huildings have heen subjeeted to a proecss of
standavdization, within well«lefined Hunits, as the
result of prolonged and systematie study of their
requirenients for instanee, publie libraries, hospitals,
Y.M.CA buildings, office huildines, publie schools.

The Awmerican avchiteet of to-day, the writer
adds, enjors ““In increasing wmeasure a host of ad-
vantages denied to the men of earlier dayvs. Thus,
the facilities for study, the educational TeSOUTCeSs,
have been immensely inereased.  The volume of
architeetural literature available in libraries has
grown tenfold.  The Soeiety of Beaux-Arts Archi-
tects has provided every section of the eountry with
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