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GROWTH OF TRADE

Between 1880-1884 Great Britain’s exports of
manufactured goods were valued at £206,000,000,
(lermany’s  at  £93,000,600, and Amecrica’s at
£26,000,000.  TFor the years 1902-1906 Great Britain
rose to £250,000,000, Germany to £177,000,000, and
Ameriea to £100,000,000.  The inercases were: Great
Britain 21 per cent., Germany 90 per cent, and
America 285 per cent,  Some writers said that we
must be careful not to upset Germany beecause she
bought so much from us.  True, but if they analysed
what she bought they would find that she hought
coal, food stuffs, and raw materials, which were
essential to the manufacturers.  'What she sent to
(ireat Britain were manufactured goods, on which
the manufacturer had made his profit and the work-
men reeeived their wages,  Tn 1913 Germany hought
from Eneland £40,000,000, and we hought from Ger-
many £80.000,000: a half of this latter amonnt was
a fair estimate for wages paid in the proeess of
manufacturing,  Tf the grrater part of these zoods
had heen made in Great Britain and the millions
spent i British wages, what a difference it would
have made to British manufaeturing eentres,

SALVATION IN WAR

After referring to auestions of emigration aned
the hage resourecs of the Fmpive, A Marviner
said : “"This war is going te be the salvation of our
Fopire.  Meney was so casy of aceumulation that
wo were ertting indolent, while our more strenuous
enmnetitors were taking advantage of ns. This will
all change.  We have heen shown the abyss that we
were making for.  Owr commeree, patent Taws, and
tariffs mmst be amended so as to stop onee and for
all our markets heing exploited for the henefit of
foreigncrs.  Our greatest commereial opponent is
now busy manufacturing a large quantity of goods
whieh are nnder the organisation of the Government,
and as soon as peace is declaved, will flood the mar-
kets, turn them into nioney =0 as to give her the
financial help to eather streneth to further fioht onr
ceonomie conditiens in the futnre.  This must he
stopped Before the arisis eowes, and we, one and all,
must strengthen the hands of Governments to sce
that these goods ave not allowed to upset our British
comuierce. T the past the commeree of Great
Britain has been huilt up by the individual, and
apright efforts of the husiness population against
strong hostile tariffs and subsicdlised stoamors, Gov-
ernments have seldom helped, looking rather upon
husiness as outside their domain, and pelitieians
have taken the place of men of expert knowledee,
For the future party systems with their pernicious
legislation must cease, and only the hest hraing he
employed.  Commeree must receive its full reeog-
nition and assistance from the Governments, and
officialism must he hrushed aside.  The future will
call for the hest in us all as the prohlems of future
government and commerer are stuncendous.’’

Tn eonclusion, Mr. Marriner said he was optimis-
tie as to the futtwre.  He hoped to see the whole of
the Empire allowed to have a sav in the Empire’s
policy, and then with system, application and the

complete organisation of cur huge wealth, we could
rise to higher things, and bring peace and blessing
to the smaller nations of the world.

Loud applause greeted the eonclusion of Mr.
Marriner's speeeh, which was followed by the exhi-
bition of some execllent lantern slides of German
towns.

Too Much ‘ Speculative’ Building
in Auckland

AUCHLAND FIRM OF BUILDERS REPROVED BY MAGISTRATE

In Auckland reeently twe hankrupt builders
were bhronght hefore the magistrate by the Official
Assignee on ¢harges of failing to keep proper hooks
and with inenrring debts whilst they were insolvent.

The aecused, and his son carried on business in
the latter's name, the father heing responsible for
the hooks and the sen for watehing the building
operations.  They earried on husiness without eapi-
tal on the lines generally known as ““Speculative
huilding.”’

Aceording to the evidenee of the Assignee, when
the business failed the aceused’s debls amonnted to
£96%.  Theve were no assets.  No books had heen
kept, but the defendants must have kuown that they
wore fngolvent seime ceonsiderable time hefore their
bankruptey, yet with that knowledge they had eon-
tracted considerable debts, Fvidenee was given by
gseveral ereditors ag to the manner in which credit
had been eobtained from them by the accused.

Tlerhert Williaunr de Baugh admitted that books
were not kept, Nevertheless, he said, when the
delts were eontracted veasonable hopes were held
that thev would be able to settle.

In couvieting the accused, the magistrate said he
had no sympathy with the style of building carvied
on by the acceused,  Building houses with other peo-
ple’s wmoney, with the hopes of selling at a profit,
was not right.,  He was swrprised at business people,
however, Tt was ineonceivable that a person would
be allowed to eontract debis running inte larvge
amounts when there was no seenrity other than word
of mouth.  There had been too mueh speculative
Imilding in Auekland, and he was going to impose a
sentence whieh he hoped would be a lesson to others,
The elder aceused would be sentenced to two
months’ imprisonment without hard labour, on each
of the three charges of obtaining eredit, the terms
to ba concurrent.  The younger aceused would be
convicted and discharged on each charge. On the
charge of failing to keep hooks hoth accused were
convieted and diecharged.

—————

The gradual changs in chavacter which has baeen
traced in the external treatment of houses of the later part
of the seventeenth century and of the eighteenth is
also to be found in the internal decoration. The exuber-
ant and vivacious detail of Llizabethan and Jucobeun
worl gave way to the more sober and scholarly rendering
of Inigo Jones, Webh, Wren, and their successors.—J.
Alfred Goteh,



