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Conseription is coming soon, and this

Industrial . ; .
Aspt::tn:l‘ will bring a fresh erop of problems to
Conscription the men who have to keep business

going duving the erisis.  The general
publie, which has been so insistent upon equality of
sacrifice, and so satisfled that eonseription is the only
way to ensure it, hardly realises the extent of ihe
administrative machinery requived to carry cut such
a measure.  (onseription mmst not be allowed io
operate blind-fold.  Men who ave more valuahle in
their jobs must be kept there, if it is to the nation’s
interest.  Tribunals will no doubt he set up to deal
with  the exemption elaims, in Fngland, the
exempted elasses were at first very numerous owing
to the importance of many trades in supplving the
Army and Navy with fighting material. Tlere the
indnstrial pesition is more simple, but as we have
fewer men, eare will have to be taken that industries
are not drained dvy of experts. The coal mining
industry is so Important from a Government stand-
point that there is every probability of coal-miners
as a class being exempted from military serviee,  In
other industries the Government is sure to {aks the
line of dealing with each individnal ease upor its
merits.  We mention this subjeet carly, as a wirning
te our readers who conduct husinesses, 1o cavefully
go into the staffing question, with a view to action if
it is neeessary to save thelr undertakings from visk of
ahsolute stoppage.  The Tominion’s svstem  of
monthly reinforecement drafts enables us to avoid
ealling up very large hodies of men simultanconsly.
and it may he some satisfaetion to many to know that
in the opinion of authorities well able to judee. {he
voluntary method is not by any weans worked ont,
and that it may he possible (o run {or several manths
without the compulsion measure,

A Bad Fvery wvear the State  official  who
Example  MSDrets New  Zealand Fire Brigade

equitmient presents to Parliament a
report upon the Domivion’s fire losses.  The figures
are large enough to make a stirringly inlevesting
itent in the newspapers, Lut there is little in the way
of systematie effort to keep dewn this enornous five
wastage, in connection with which New Zealanud holds
a somewhat nunenviable reeord.  In the lavee eities,
by-laws are framed with the good object of ensuring
that in the eongested hnsiness areas, at any rate,
buildings must be reasonably fireproof, and not con-
stitute a menace to surrounding property.  But yntil
all our eld wooden buildings are replaced, we will
eontinue to have in the heart of onr citics. these
dangerons eentres of possible trouble,  Tn Canada,
where natienal attention is being paid to the matter,
the Dominion Conservation Commission Ottawn, in an
effort to veduce the great anunal fire loss, are taking
up the idea of establishing a general bnilding by-law
to eover all the provinees and secure some miformity
of construction. The Commission have asked a
number of eity avchiteets of the ehiof eities of (ynada
to give their opinions as to what suell o national
building ‘hy-law shonld contain.

New Zealand, apart from the annual offieial outery
about fire wastage, cnjovs no uational lead in this

important respeet.  On the coutrary, if one locks
for bad examples, it iy to the Government Building
i the capital elty we must turn, At the vear of this
huge wooden pile the authorities are hiding another
structure, ugly and inflammable, Tt is a two-storied
office for the Hase Reeords section of the Defenee
Depavtmient.  The frame and interior are of wood,
but as a shame-faced kind of concession to the ideal
of making things five-proof, galvanised iren is used
for the onter walls.  Tf this undignified head-
quarters of an Important departinent ever eatches
fire, how wmuch protection will be afforded  the
neighbonring Government Duoiliding by the thin sheets
of iron? We wonder what the Tnspector of Fire
Brigades privately thinks of his jnasters!

About a year ago, a representative
deputation of town planuing advocates
interviewed the Hon. G W, TRnssell,
Minister of Tnternal Affairs. to urge the need of a
Town Plauning Act.  The Minister was not asked
to hring in a Bill straight away, hut he was reminded
of the exeellent opportunity which presented itself
for passing through Parliament a measuve avoiding
party lines of diffevence.  Useful suggestions were
made by the deputation, duly noted and forgotten by
the Minister, and the draft of a suggested Bill was
left with him to be placed in the waste paper hasket.
AMr. Russell affected to he keen on the subject, and
promised with the Teartiness of an  experienced
politician that the matter wonld receive atfention in
the recess.  ITe doubted whether a Loeal Governnent
Bl eonld Be got ready for the 1976 session, but he
assured the hopeful and satisfied town planuers that
the delay in dealing with the whole question of loeal
government would not prevent the introduction of a
Town Planning seetion as a separate Bill.  ““Next
sesslon”” has areived, with the Hon. . W. Russell
nviting town plauning enthusiasts to await the advent
of still another *‘uext sezsion.™  Tn u letter to the
Greater Wellington Town Planning and Munieipal
Electors” Association, which had reminded him of his
frm promise, the Minister states:— Ag the coming
session will be practically confined  to legislation
avising out of the war, it is regretted that no oppor-
tunity is likely to avise for the introduction of a
Tewn Planning Bill. T hape, however, during the
eoming recess to call a eonference dealing with the
question, with a view to enabling legislation to be
preceeded with for the improvenwent of loeal ZOVEITI-
ment.” This makes the position even worse than it
appeared to be o year ngo.  Precious time has been
lost, and {lie subjeet s now destined to be a kind of
side-line 1n a eonference of loeal govermuent delegaies,
who as a body will have no special liking for town
planning.  The subject is one for those who have
made a special study of it, apurt from the aduiinis.
trative problems of local hodies.  The Minister of
Internal Affairs should not be allowed to push off 50
nuportant a reform beeanse he does not personally
understand its vital value to the counnunity,  Unless
he 18 stirred up again, Town Planning legislation is as
remote as a complete Tuaeal Governnient Bill, whicl
has becn annually promised for 12 vears and is still
being promised.

An Annual
Promise



