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standing.  The adjudieation should also be taken cut of Town Last session a hopeful deputation of town
colonial hands.  To overlook this important point will Planning planners interviewed the Hon. (3. W.

be to cramp up the whole business within the limits of
accepted colonial comprehension, The appointment of
an English arehitect as adjudieator would remove all
possible suggestions of hias, conseious or unconscious,
sowards any particular type of planning or design.
Though there is no haste in vegard to the building, there
isneed to put the plans in hand, and it would he a
decided advantags if our hest nrehitects were able during
this time of comparative slackness, to give their thought
and skill to a national project.

The Tmperial Government's embarge upon
a mumber of lines of imports and exports
shows that the econamists are pretty wide
awake, and that their ideas hava to he put into vrastice
under the stress of naticnal need. The protectionist
school seems te have anjoyed a good deal of satisfaction
out of the changed plans of the administration, and the
sight of Free Trade ministers abandoning temporarily at
any rate, their fast-held doetrines.  The Commmonsvealth
Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, who got to London Jush in
the middle of a lively discussion on the subject, was
hailed by the protectionist school as a heaven-sent
champion of Imperial wisdom, but by this time we should
Imagine that the eanny Colonial statesman has diseovered
that British polities and British journalism will give
peints even to the Commonwealtl: in partisanship, War
time does not soften controversy in England, and Mr.
Hughes, with his virile and aundacious speech, hus helped
the protectionist school to prevail over the men who,
at the moment, under national stress, are obliged to
abandon the old ' free market of the world " idea. Ve
suspect that the embarge on paper pulp imports into
Ingland was a mild, bloodless weapon adopted by the
British Government in its controversy with Sweden over
the extensive trade which that eountry has carried on
with Germany dwing the war.  Ships carrying paper and
paper pulp to Fngland have tzken back soods badly
wanted by the Germans, but consisned to Sweden. The
difficulty has been to prevent leakages into the Hun
country. To ocut down sea taviff between neutrals and
England is one way, and this restriction of imports also
has the good effect of improving the balance of trade.
Britain has become a big importing nation. The goads 1t
formerly exported to pay for its imports (and to sarn
prefits a good deal in excess of the cost of those imports)
are now going into the firing line. The nation has to he
forced to live more upen its own resources, and keep down
its growing indebtedness to outsiders, hence the strong
hand of the Government has had to be exercised upen im-
ports and exports. We feel it at this great distance from
the Homealand, and if it means further sacrifices by the
community, these will he cheerfully faced. Our readers
may have noticed that * Progress” has had to come out
in diminished bulk. Paper supplies are so uncertain that
we count ourselves fortunate in being able to come out
regularly, without suerificing the high quality of paper so
essential for reproduction of half-tons work and fine line
drawings used in illustrating the letterpress. Running
necessarily under short sail, we can keep up owr steady
association with a wide civele of readers, who, like cur-
selves, are only waiting the lifting of the war-cloud
to launch out into full activity.

Restricted
Trade.

Russell, Minister of Internal Affairs, in
order to urge upon him the need of a comprehensive
Town Planning Act in New Zealand. The ministerial
answer, which we recorded at the time, was quite
satisfactory, but many months have passed sinee the
minister undertook to have a Bil] prepared, and not s
word has been heard of any official activity. Tt was
recently decided by the Wellington Town Planning and
Municipal Association to jog the wministerial memory,
but we expest to hear that the on, G. W. Russell has
been so busy on the useful werk of making adequate
provision for returned wounded and eonvaleseent soldiers,
that town planning has passed out of his mind, It is a
minigterial privilege to get other people to do what they
atetold. Cannot the Minister find a competent authority
to wlom he may delegate the duty of preparing such a
neasure for his approval and amendment? e has had
so much to do with loeal govermnent that it wounld
take him very little time to sketeh in cutline the main
lines of such n wmeasure, ov he eould do even hetter
by calling to his eouncils a small committes of men
intevested in the subject, and actively concermed in
municipal matters and the areitectural prefession, who
could fill in the details with ease and ability, At least
bwo of the Australian Stutes ave legislating this vear on
Town Planning, their opinion being that this is the kind
of preparatory work which ean usefully be done while
constructive undertakings invelving large expenditure are
out of the questien. My, Chas. €. Reade, who visited
New Zealand under the auspics of the Iinglish Garden
Cities and Town Planning Association, is still in
Australia engaged on the work of preparing legislative
machinery to put town planning ideals into practice.
The Tasmanian Government has anlisted his services in
corpiling o Bill to come hefore an early session of the
Tasmanian Parlisment and we learn from g recent eom-
munication that the South Australian Government will
introduce & Town Planning Bill into its legislature early
in June.  TUnless our town planuing enshusiasts show
their zeal and capacity, a Town Planning Bill in the New
Zealand  TParliament will appear in the successive
Governors’ speechies as a kind of annual parlizmentary
promise which never materialises—a make-weight on the
regular programme of promises put forward at the
beginning of every session to dazzle the populace with o
vision of the all-embracing wisdom and energy of the
Government in power.

One hardly knows from hour to hour what
he must pay for petrol, The position must
be extremely difficult for taxi owners and
the ever-growing number of commereial vehicle users.
Many of the charges they make to the public are fixed
by local by-laws, but under the exeeptional eonditions they
are surely entitled to make up for heavily increased
running costs by a proportionate rise in taxi-fares and
transport rates.  They have no Arbitration Count to fix a
ten per cent. rise for them !  Naturally, when prices soar,
we suspect monopoly and market-rigging, but the Pacific
frelght rates prevailing to-day explain everything. If
further consolation for our troubles is required, we find it
in the fact that Iinglish wmotorists are paying 2/2 per
gallon for their spirit, which is on a par with what we pay
here.

Petrol
Prices.
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