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Wages Protection and Contractors
Liens Amendment Bill

BUILDERS NOW PROTECTED

The amendment just carried to the above Aet
now proteets bhuilders from a possible detention of
25% of the eontraet price for ail building contracts
from 121 days to 31 days, TIn an explanatory moeni-
orandum of the Bill Mr. W. Joliiffe, T.aw Draughts-
nman says:—

“The general conditions of contraet adopted
throughout New Zealand by the Instiiute of Arehi-
icets and the New Zealand Federated Builders and
Contractors’ Assoclation provide for the cmployer
reiaining in hand 25 per cent. of the eontract mon-
evs “for such period as shall e in eonformity with
the Wages Protection and Contractors’ Liens Act,
1908,”" and a further sum of 5 per eent. {(with a
maximum of £300) is also retained for what is known
as the maintenance period (usually three months)
during whieh the employer may eall upon the con-
tractor to make good any defeets that may deveiop
during that period.

[t has been eoniended thatl the eontract is not
completed until the expiration of the maintenanee
period, and that the time for elabming liens does not
therefore end until after the lapse of thirty days
from the expivation of that period.  Tuomplovers
utder this contention are in sone eentres retaining
in hand onefourth of the contract-moneys as well
as 5 per eent, for maintenance for as long as 121
days after the eontraels have been completed and
the owner is in possession.  The objeet of this
amendment is to provide that the period of thirty-
one days during which the employer shall retain 25
per eent. of the eontraet price (as provided for in the
prineipal Act) shall conunence from the time of com-
pletion of ihe main contract, and not from the date
of expiry of the period of wmaintenanee.”’

We guote the amendment in full together with
“new’ clause {3):—

A BILL INTITULED

An Act 1o amend the Wages
Contractors’ liens Aet, 1908,

Be 1t enacted by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as foliows:—

1. This Aet may he eited as the Wages Protee-
tion and Confractors’ Liens Amendment Aet, 1914,
and shall form part of and be read together with
the Wages Proteetion and Contractors’ Liens Aet,
1908 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Aet).

2. Beetlon fifty-nine of the prineipal Aet is here-
by awended—

{a#) By oniitiing from subscetion one thercof the
words ‘‘as defined by section Torty-cight
hereot;”’ and

{b} By adding thereto the following subscetion :

(3} For the purposes of this scetion ‘the work’
means the work specified and deseribed in the con-
traet or subconiraet or in any specification, plan, or
drawing forming part thercof, and the worlk is eom-
pleted when the same, with such variations, omis-
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sions, or deduetions, as have heen duly authorised
or agreed upon, has heen performed in aceordance
with the confraet or snbeontract, and notwithstand-
ingr thal the Contraetor or subeontraetor may then
or subsequently he eniployed in exeenting additional
or exira worl which is eonneeted with or related to
the work as herehy defined but is not speeified in the
contract or subeontraet, or that he may he lable to
reetify defeets in the work diseovered sinee the per-
formanee thereol and during any period of main-
tenance provided by ithe contracl or subcontraet.”

NEW CLAUSE

3. Scetion 51 of the prineipal Act s hereby
aimended by adding the following as subscetion two
thereot -—--

(2) “Lvery assignmend, dispesifion or eharge
(legal or cquitable) wade vr given by the contractor
who coufracted with the sub-contractor, or hy any
superior  contracior fo  any  person  whomsoever
{other than his workers for wages due to them) of
or upon the moneys die or 1o hecome due to such
cottractor or superior eontractor under or in respeet
of the eontraet, work, or undertaking shall have no
foree or offeet at law or in cquily as against the lien
and ¢harge of a subceontractor under this Aet.””

4. The definition of ““work™ in scetion 48 of the
principal Act is hereby amended.

{a) By striking oul the words “work means’
in the fivst paragraph thercof, and substituting ihe
words “work neludes:”” and

() By inserting the word *“also” hetween the
words “and” and ineludes’ in the last paragraph
thereot,

[How Germany thinks the World was made ! Tobyo k™

The “Most Handsomest” Building in
Wellington

Under the ditle of *Advanee Wellington,” in an
article appearing in “*New Zealand Shipping ad
Comnmneree’™ for November 5th, appears the follow-
ing delicious sentenee :—*One of 1lie most hand-
sonest e appearance and well-arranged in intermal
design of office huildings that has been onr pleasure
to inspeet has just been completed in Wellington
for Messrs, J. H. Bethune and Co.”’

We ferl guite sure that the architeets who were
responsible for the designing of this building will
feel flattered at the approval bestowed upon their
professional capacity by the author of the above-
quoled sentence!



