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warfare. Beyond a few homh-dropping exploits
and the killing of harmless non-comhatants in dense-
ly populated avcas, Count Zeppelin’s divigibles have
not distinguished themselves,  To one department
German engineers appear to have made an advance,
their 16 Ineh seige guns heing a revelation to the
world. These monsters, however, have a lunited
seope, and although their invention has revolution-
ised ideas regarding fixed defenees;, the transport
diffienlty is not casy of solution.
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Another marked advanee has been made in wire-
less telegraphy. A direction-finder is being per-
feeted, and in due course there secins no doubt that
energy ean be couserved and the distanee of trans-
mission largely ineveased by Mareoni’s deviee for
concentrating the radio vibrations in a desired
direction instead of dissipating them cqually
throughout the whole ecivele of the atmosphere.
Wireless has heen tuwrned to wonderful acconnt in
controlling the movements of ships and torpedoes
from the shore, the floating objeet turning in what-
ever direction the operator of the wireless equip-
ment desires,
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Motor traction has [lairly come inio its own.
The enormeus value of the motor in solving the
problem of keeping millions of men supplied with
ammunition and food at the fighting line will remove
from the mind of the inost congervative husiness
man any remaining doubt as to the superior relia-
bility and efficicney of the petrol-driven machine
compared with the horse.  Steam has not vet made
way for its younger rivals, in fact ils position scems
more and more securc as cngineering resourees in-
ercasce the scope of its utility. A revolution in
marine propulsion was predieied by sanguine peo-
ple when the Diesel internal-combustion engine was
suceessfully applied to comuercial ships, but the
experiments seem 1o lack conclusive results, and the
position to-day points to the superiorify of steam in
vessels of large tonnage.
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The return of Sir Ernest Mawson and his Aus-
tralian expedition from the Antarvetie has added to
our knowledee of ihat great continent where the
climate was once tropical, and great geologieal
changes have ocemrred similar to those in what are
now the habitable latitudes.  3Mr. Theodore Roose-
velt, the untiring ex-President of the United States,
also made a {resh eontribution 1o geographical know-
ledge by his ecntral Sonth American expedition,
during which he diseovered a new rviver, proving
that all the mystery has not vet disappeared from
this aneient carth of ours.

In the reatmn of polities, great things have hap-
pened.  The sudden challenge of Germany eame in
Just before the culimination of the Home Rule hattle
in the Homeland. The rival forees much to the dis-
appointment and swrprise of the intriening Kaiser—.
have faced the ecomnon enemy shoulder to shoulder,
and when this domestie controversy comes up in
good time for settlement, there will be 2 heightened
feeling of mutual respeet and goodwill whieh will
make easily a lasting result. The magnifieent rally-
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ing of the whole Mmpire to the eall of the Mother-
land in this great erisis shows how the self-govern-
ing dominions tale their responsibilities. There is
no vestige of doubt new about the desive of all to
sacrifice Blood and treasure for the maintenance of
British prestige. When the people of England see
for themselves the unmistakable signs of the re-
sourees whiech they have in the remotest parts of the
carth, there will be a new and vigorous growth of
Tmperialism and a marked development of the great
ideal of a Parliament of the Fmpive, focussing in the
heart of the Empire the common aspirations of
Britishers the world over,
# * * *

We are glad fo notice that ihings are looking up
in the building trade. When the war commenced,
many enterprises stood stoek-still for a while, but
Britishers soom began to go ahead again in their
characteristic steady fashion, deelining to let cven
the Teutonie menace shake themselves out of a calm
confidence in their country and themselves. Fin-
anee, the main-spring of business, required to be
carcfully readjusted to the unpreeedented state of
affaivs, and the process was safely accomplished
without thai eragh and panie whieh theorists had
foretold. We ave glad to recognise the courvage,
and what we ean fairly call the husiness patriotisim,
of many private individuals who have put ailding
contraels in hand during the last two months. The
public is applving pressure upon the Government
and loeal bodies all over the eountry to go ahead
with workers’ dwelling sehemes, as will he scen n
our news eolumns.  The removal of restrietions
upon State lending to settiers and workers shonld
also help to hring hack the building trade to its
former briskness. ..

Liocal and general taxation is being demanded
as nsual, without rebate or concession, and it is the
daty of the authoritics to eireulate this money
promptly. We have a good scason in prospeet, the
supply of shippineg is assured to carry our produets
1o a mavket calling out for them, and high priges
are evidently going to prevail,  The whole situation
justifies confidenes in the future, and we shall put
it down to lack of patriotic faith in curselves and
our kinsmen at Home if New Zealanders fail to go
forward with husiness enterprise and eouwrage.

* * * w

We are taking our own good adviee regarding
enterprise daring war-time,  “TProgress” will in
futnre he printed on our own presses, the proprie-
tors, Messrs, Havey . Towhs, Lid., having pur-
ehased as a going eoncern the old-established busi-
ness of Messrs, Johmson and Sony, printers of Farish
Strect, near the Central Tibrary, Wellington.  The
loval support of veaders and advertisers has encour-
aged us to take this step, which will thus extend our
apportunities of future usefulness to our civele of
elients.  This is the last issue of ““Progress’ to be
printed be Messrs. Whiteombe and Tombs Litd,, and
we eannot parl eompany with a firm which has done
us good serviee for several vears without a word of
appreeiation for the willing eo-operation of their
printing staff in making “‘Progress’ a journal of
presentahle appearvance.



