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Editorial Comment

This is the season of ““Peace on carth and good-
will toward wmen,”” but however carnestly we wish
for it, the world is unhappily not living up to that
ideal at the mowment. Writing i a British eon-
munity far removed from the Huropean eonflict we
arce able to extend the old-time grectings to our
readers and hope for happier cireumstances when
next Christioas eomes vound. The Year 1914 will
stand oul as one of the most momentous in the his-
tory of western eivilisation.  Great forees equipped
with the fremendous reseurees of modern seienee,
came 1o the point of clash and conlict, and swiftly
the methods of the widdle ages werve adopted ju set-
tling this life-and-death struegele. Britain and her
allies are carrying on the strugele with a ehivalrous
regard for non-conthatants, and an honowrable re-
solve to ““play the game,’”” but our highly eivilised
enemy seems ab one plunge o have dropped back
into the pit of harbarism; some of s warlike
methods would shame a savage.  Peaee when il
gomncs, will sce the end of this kind of hloodthirsty
militavism, and we may hope that the world will
have had suel 2 legson of the horrors of war that
other methods of settling international differences
will be permanently acecpted.
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The vear’s record eontains maoy achievements
m peaceful pursuits. It has seen the trimmphant
culnination of the labour of years in the completion
of a ship eanal across the Istlimus of Panama, open-
ing up a new trade voute which will prohahly affcet
the world’s commeree even wore than the construe-
tion of the Suez canal.  All honour to the great
dewoeraey whieh, undeterred by the failure of the
pioncers in the enterprise, eonquered not only en-
vineerivg difficulties, hut the tremendous handieap
of elimatic discases, in bringing this monumental
work to a sueeessiul issue.  The new seicnee of
aviation has firmly established diself, not as a eom-
wereial suecess bul as a reliable and invaluable
reeonnaissance hranch ol the army in the field.  The
Lighter than air wachine, on the other hand, seemns
to have come badly ol ol the severe test of actual



