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Editorial Comment

‘It iw the duty of everyone of us who hay an
opportunity of making his influence felt, to avoid
any action which would have the effeet of aggrava-
ting in any way the gencral alavm and uncasiness
whieh must inevitably prevail at such a moment as
this’’ says Lord Landsdowne in a recent speceh,  If
such words are taken to heart in this Country as
they have been in fngland there will be a minimum
of wnemployment for us to deal with.  The British
Government have issued the following notice regard-
ing the building trade:— It appcars from various
enquiries addressed to the Commissioners of Works
that there exists sonie apprehension lest unemploy-
ment should be mereased in the building and other
trades by suspension during the present erisis, of
building and engineering operations provided for in
the estimates of the Office of Works recently approv-
ed by Parliament. It is, therefore, desirable to
state publiely at onee that it is the intention of the
Coumigsioner of Works to proeced with all serviees
in their chavge, to ciploy as many men as possible
to earvy oul sueh servieces, and to develop and expe-
dite their building programme in any way praeti-
cable. Ay the Miunister mainly vesponsible for
Government building, the First Commissioner of
Works would wish to take this opportunity of
expressing his sineere hope that private individuals,
companies, firms, and eontractors will spare no
effort to follow the policy of the Government in this
matter, as far as eircumstances admit.”’

The British Government at the same time an-
nounce that they are going to spend no less than
£4,000,000 on housing in suburban and mral distriets.
The veeent trouble between the master builders and
the men has been satisfactorily fixed up, and every

ceffort is belng made to minimise the distress likely

to aceruc as a result of the present campaign.  The
level headed appeal to private individuals by the
British Government quoted above, and the announce-
ment of their intention to spend such a huge sum on
building is an example that will appeal to the whole
Empire, and we hope will be aeted upon in this
Dominion ag much as practicable.



