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they are unrecogmsable. The parish church at
Minehead, i Somerset, became some years ago,
not nearly, but quite unrecogmsable. A remark-
ably quamt Dutch-hke plastered mtertor with old
pews and pulpit and many local features has been
gathered to 1ts fathers Now 1t merely resembles
the ordinary willa suburban charch The present
writer rmagined a mistaken memory, but was in-
formed that the buwlding 15 the same This 1s
going on i Lrance, too At Troyes, for mstance,
the cathedral has been scraped quite clean, and
has been re-pamnted with black, and everything that
gives tenderness and association has been taken
away. You walk m, feel disapponted, and come
out, and with a sinking heart you begn the round
of the churches. But now all your feelmgs are
pleasurable The churches are records of the past
and the homss of the people. Each century has
added much and seems to have taken away nothing
Everything conspires to wntensify the true feeling
about architecture that it 1s rather a growth than
a creation, and i natural growth there 15 never
complete attainment, but only a more or less im-
perfect embodymmg of an mmpulse. The restorer
stereotypes and makes ths plastic hife a corpse
The 1nside of the cathedrals of Laon and Sens and
Soissons have suffered similarly to that of Troyes
More or less m all these churches a mama for black
pointing the jomts of the masonry has spread over
the walls and pllars a ghastly reticulation which
makes 1t almost 1mpossible to follow the important
lines and forms of the construction ; ‘ you cannot
see the building for 1ts stones,” or rather for the
jomts between them, which 1s the more serious
blunder, as the medieval masons undoubtedly
whitewashed or plasiered the whole surface and
then painted patterns and pictures on the unbroken
spaces
SPOLIATION BY GOVERNMENTS

The music-hall vanety of renovation, and decoia-
tion of the crypt at Chartres makes one hope
fervently that money may remain defictent tor work
in the Cathedral proper, which at present 15 rather
repatred than restored though 1t 1s said harm has
been done by talung the splendad coloured wimdows
away to be re-leaded wm Pars, much new glass
having been mserted.

Cultivated Frenchmen greatly deplore these
barbarities, but are much more helpless than
English people, for 1t 15 principally the State which
1s fhe smner. But here we have no government
department of destructive restauration, and mch-
videal influence may do much by remonstrance
and saggestion

In Italy, again the government is more respons-
iblz than here There 18 restoration of all sorts
and d-tes ; sometimes admrable repair sometimes
deplorable substitution of bad modern work for
priceless old as the abomnable Salviati mosawc
restorations, or falsifications, n the vanlts of St
Mark’s, Venice, and m Ravenna, Any one, says
the [Fomen's Tribune, who will make a careful
study of the damaged sculptures tahen from the
front of the Cathedral at Sienna, which are now at
the Cathedral muscum, with the copies actually m
the ficade will have an excellent object-lesson ol
how modern copies lose all the grace and mtention
of the ongmals We may sec the same lnd of
difference 1 the west frout at Sahsbury With
a hittle careful study the cye will soon distinguish
between the old statfues and the new ones, not only
because of the darker colour of the stone, but from
the intrinsic excellence of the design and carving
of the genuine work Ii i this labour of love we
feel 1solated and powerless, we should do wisely
if we turn for neutral aid to the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings called famiharly
“ Ant-Scrape,”’ founded by Wilhlam Morris, the
offices of which are at 20, Buclangham street,
Strand.—J. L. i Budding and Arduicciure.

Demolition.

After a fire one 15 struck by the efforts of the up-
to-date New Zealander to clear away the standing
ruins. These efforts, by employing every imagin-
able material, from ropes to dynamte, chiefly
demonstrate that our builders, however up-te-date
they may be as builders, are, as unbwmlders, hope-
lessly behind the times

In the Untted States that branch of the hmlding
trade has been rased to the level of an exact science
There the scientific unbuilder takes apart the struc-
ture with as mach skill as was emploved by the up-
to-cdate builder in putting the same together The
country 1s full of ‘ house-wreckirg’ companies
whose operations are not by any means confined Lo
clearing away after fires, but also mclude taking
down houses that have grown too old for further use,
or have proved unsuttable to the progress of their
locality, or been condemmned for vanous reasons
under the sanitary Jaws now so wholesomely <iastic
in the world of civilisation  They also tnd a great
field after an International Exlnlition, when piles of
buildings covering acres of land are put into theu

hands THouse-wrecking companies have biroughtthert
work 1p to a ugh state of development m handhng
these prablems  They have their agents and repre-
sentatir es ou the scene when 1t 15 proposed to teaz
down any 1mpottant buildings to make room for
new ones SHome of the large house-wrecking
compames ate preparcd to bid on the destinction of
anythmg from a simgle small structure of four steiies
up to half a hundred o1 a whole city W hen the fire
swept Baltimore and San Franeisee the house wreek-
g companies wete the st i the field  Not all
had been destioyed by the fite [here was salvage
1a the heaps of tumns which the wreckers were quick
to realize Iftom uwder the debris they secuied
mate 1al which subsequently went inte the re-
builaing of the burnt portions The cramblng
brick and stone walls and fwisted and bent steel
frames, and Lhe shattered and broken {unbers, were
suscoptible of 1ejuvenation scarcely conceivable to
the uwmimitiated  The wrechers should be called
restorers  Thev save the waste, and prepare 1t {or
further use Bent and twisted gas and plumbing
pipes are straighiened pohshed and repaired, so
that thiey are ncatly as good as new  Buicks and
stones which have not been hroken are cleaned axl
sold for second-hand buiklmg matlerial  Twisted
1non and stecl work metal cellings wlhich have not
Leen melted by the e and even the nails, aie
recovered from the ruins to do seivice over agail

The Ing wrecking otgamzations ate systematic m
their study of a prosp.~tive fiel 1 \uy bag feature
like the huilding of a Waikls' Fair o1 the destruction
of a city by fire starts thewr whole olfice force to
work  Within a fea days after the outbreak of the
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the cify 1s buitt to be torn down, and the closer they
can figure out the work the better 1t will be for them.
At both the St Lous and Clucago fairs the agents of
the leadtug wrecking compamies watched proceed-
mngs and took elaborate notes. The qualty of the
materials put mto the different buildings were
mspected, tlre metherd of construction studied, plans
of architects and contractors copied, and maps of
cvery line of pipng Jaul underground taken. IHecto-
graph drawmgs and specihcations supplied the
wreckers with such intormation as they needed. AH
available information was thus collected by agents
during the building of the fairs, and when the gates
were thrown open te the public the wreckers were
ready 1o figure upon 11s demohition  The cost and
character of the water pipes, wiremg, dratnage
systermn, pumps, and engmes weice filed and mdexed
away, as well as the value of the buildings, fences,
pwing brick, tents, bridges and fuimtute.  When
the nnme came the companise were ready fo put i
their bids with a good chance of making money.

The fnancial resumlts are mteresting These
companites do not, of course, work for nothing.  For
example, after St Lows sundty buldings that had
comt £48.000 were sold (o some of these compames
for £700. On the other 1and fou:teen of the largest
bmbidings of the same Fair were bought by omne
company for £80.000 he structures were taken
apart carefully aud the matenal sedulously prepared
for further use Wmndows, doors, locks, hinges,
frames, sashes, nrouldings, all of these were classifled
cobbled up, numbered, and stored Nails were
carefully drawn, stteightened and pohshed Ewven
the plaster was recooked, regenerated, and made fit

AND VALUATION

Y PURCHASLRD

San Francisco luc several ot the laige wiechng
companies had thewr tepresentatives on the hiekd and
before the excitemenl was over, or the flames
entirely subdued the experts were ready to mazke
cash bids fo1 wrecking the bwildings partly demel-
ished.  While others were ighting the tire o1 strug-
gling to save thew goods, the wrechers were plotting
off the dafferent blocks, drawing maps of the partly-
destroyed bnldings and figuiing upon the possible
amount of salvage None but experts could secure
reliable data for such work but the contiactors and
engmeers who harl studied ths parGicular feld, could
make pretty shicwsd estimates of the value of the
material left

When the contiacts weie closed the Jaige force ol
men put at work quickly pulled down tihe tew staznd-
mg butldings and the good material was cleaned,
tepohshed and sold [or the construction of smaller
houses  The wreching compames thus iecovercd
from the 1ums suflicient secomd-hand matenal to
bwld a eity ot hundreds of houses  San Trancieco
to-day owes much to the nwreckers, who thus system-
atically recovercd the waste from the buint heaps
of 1ums amd supplied Tocal bwlders 1mmediatels
with thousands of tens ot materml  The amount of
salvage they obtamed will never be hknown but 2t
not kel thes pertormed ther arduous task without
pecuntiry reward

When a Worlds' Fau s bult the wiecking comp-
anes have thor agents on the seene during the whale
couise of consttuction  In tlus case they hnow that

tor use lo the extent ot 16,000 tons  Every truss
and girder was lowered gently and the bolts drawn
and sotted by sizes  On the whole one hundred
mtllion pounds of timber were 1ecovered, millions
of feet of wren and lead piymng , tens of millions of
nails and bolts, and tens of thousands of window
frames and doois weie made fit for useful domestic
and public hie

Tt can easiy be imagmed that these companies
have vast warehouses, where as many things mn the
bwldmyg line can be bought as are to be seen at
Wintely's mn every other line of requirement How
catalognes are sent broadeast of everything as good
as new filled with moving descrrptions and set off
with allurmg prices, burning bargains mto the eager
brains of nullons of Lujers, these things are Amer-
jean lstory  As ta the dangers of the crait of what
mav hie termed recoastructive demelition they are
obwions  Big things weighing tons bave a knack of
breaking anav at unespected times i unlooked for
places, great fires plasy havoe with the equilibrium of
structures ,  time and the white ant destroy the
Dbalaiice even more than the matenal What
\metican ngenuity cannot dodge 1s faced by Amer-
1can pluch and the price of the halance s paicl. This
Lalance the \‘metcan reduces to a minimum, and 1t
1 part of a great mdustry of his establishing

\\ hat s gomg to happen to the matenals of the
Chnstchureh Fan ?

Wandeting minds make small wages.



