
After a fire one is struck by the efforts of theup-
to-date New Zealander to clear away the standing
ruins. These efforts, by employing every imagin-
able material, from ropes to dynamite, chiefly
demonstrate that our builders, however up-to-date
they may be as builders, are, asunbuilders, hope-
lessly behind the times

In the United States that branch of the building
tradehas beenraised to the level ofan exact science

There the scientific unbmlder takes apart the struc-
ture with as much skill as was employed by the up-
to-date builder in putting the same together The
country is full of

"
house-wrecking

"
companies

whose operationsarenot by any means confined to
clearing away after fires, but also include taking
downhouses that havegrown too old for further use,
or have proved unsuitable to the progressof their
locality, or been condemned for various reasons
under the sanitary laws now so wholesomely diastic
in the world of civilisation They also find a great
field after an InternationalExhibition, when pilesof
buildings covering acres of land are put into then

Demolition.

they are unrecognisable. The parish church at
Minehead, m Somerset, became some years ago,
not nearly, but quite unrecognisable. A remark-
ably quaint Dutch-like plasteredinterior with old
pews and pulpit and many local features has been
gathered to its fathers Now it merely resembles
the ordinary villa suburban church The present
writer imagined a mistaken memory, but was in-

formed that the building is the same This is

goingon in France, too At Troyes, for instance,
the cathedral has been scraped quite clean, and
has beenre-painted withblack, andeverything that
gives tenderness and association has been taken
away. You walk in, feel disappointed, and come
out, and with a sinking heart you begin the round
of the churches. But now all your feelings are
pleasurable The churches are records of the past
and the homes of the people. Each century has
addedmuch andseems to havetaken away nothing
Everything conspires to intensify the true feeling
about architecture that it is rather a growth than
a creation, and m natural growth there is never
complete attainment, but only a more or less im-
perfect embodying of an impulse. The restorei
stereotypes and makes this plastic life a corpse
The inside of the cathedrals of Laon and Sens and
Soissons have suffered similarly to that of Trcyes
More or less inall these churches a mania foi black
pointing the joints of the masonry has spreadover
the walls and pillars a ghastly reticulation which
makes it almost impossible to follow the important
lines and forms of the construction ;

"
you cannot

see the building for its stones," or rather for the
joints between them, which is the more serious

blunder, as the mediaeval masons undoubtedly

whitewashed or plastered the whole surface and
thenpaintedpatterns andpictureson the unbroken
spaces

SPOLIATION BY GOVERNMENTS
The music-hall variety of renovation,and decoia-

tion of the crypt at Chartres makes one hope
fervently that moneymay remaindeficient for work
in the Cathedral proper, which at present is rather
repaired than restored though it is said harm has
been doneby taking the splendid coloured windows
away to be re-leaded m Paris, much new glass
having been inserted.

Cultivated Frenchmen greatly deplore these
barbarities , but are much more helpless than
English people, for it is principally the State which
is the sinner. But here we have no government
department of destructive restauration, and indi-
vidual influence may do much by remonstrance
and suggestion

In Italy, again the government is more respons-
ible than here There is restoration of all sorts
and dates ;sometimes admirable repair sometimes
deplorable substitution of bad modern work for
priceless oldas the abominable Salviati mosaic
restorations, or falsifications, in the vaults of St
Mark's, Venice, and in Ravenna, Any one, says
the Women's Tribune, who will make a careful
study of the damaged sculptures taken from the
front of the Cathedralat Sienna, which are now at
the Cathedral museum, with the copies actually in

the facade will have an excellent object-lesson of
how modern copies lose all the grace and intention
of the originals We may see the same kind of
difference in the west front at Salisbury V\ ith
a little careful study the eye will soon distinguish
between the old statues and the new ones, not only
because of the darker colour of the stone, but from
the intrinsic excellence of the design and carving
of the genuine work If in this labour of love we
feel isolated and powerless, we should do wisely
if we turn for neutral aid to the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings called familiarly"

Anti-Scrape," founded by William Morris, the
offices of which are at 20, Buckingham street,
Strand.— /.L. inBuilding and Architecture.
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b\ PURCHXSCRS

Wandenng minds make small wages

ior use to the extent ot 16,000 tons* Every tiuss
and girder was loweied gently and the bolts drawn
and doited by sizes On the whole one hundred
million pounds* of timber weie lecovered, millions
of feet of iron and lead piping, tens of millions of
nails and bolts, and tens of thousands of window
frames and doois weie made fit foi useful domestic
and public life
It can easily be imagined that these companies

ha\e vast warehouses, where as many things in the
building line can be bought as are to be seen at
Wlutely's inever) othei line of requirement How
catalogues are sent broadcast of everything as good
as new filled with moving debdiptions and set off
with alluringprices, burning bargains into the eager
brains of millions of buyers, these things are Amer-
ican history A.s to the dangers of the craft of what
may be termed reconstructive demolition they are
obvious Big things weighing tons have a knack of
bteaking away at unexpected times inunlocked for
places", great fires play havoc w iththe equilibriumof
structures, time and the white ant destroy the
balance cv en more than the material What
\mencan ingenuity cannot dodge is faced by Amer-
icanpluck and the priceofthebalanceispaid. This
balance the Vmencan reduces to a minimum,andit
is part of a great mdustrv of his establishing

\\ hat is going to happen to the materials of the
Chnstchurch Fan 5

San Francisco lue scveial oi the laige wieckmg
companies had their lepresentatives on theheld and
before the excitement was over, or the flames
entirely subdued the expeits weie read> to make
cash bids foi wrecking the buildings paitl) demol-
ished. While others weierighting the tire 01 strug-
gling to save their goods, the wreckers were plotting
off the different blocks, drawing maps of the partly-
destroyed buildings and figuung upon the possible
amount of salvage None but experts could secuie
reliable data foi such work but the contiactors and
engineers whohad studied this particular field, could
make prettj shiewd estimates of the value of the
materialleft

When the contiacts weie closed the laige foice ot
men put at woik quicklj pulleddown the few stand-
ing buildings and the good material was cleaned,

lepohshed and sold foi the construction of smaller
houses The wrecking companies thus ieco\eicd
from the nuns suilicient second-hand matenal to
build a cit> of hundreds of houses San Francisco
to-day owesmuch to thewreckeis,whothussystem-aticallyrecoveiedthewastefromtheburntheapsofnunsandsuppliedlocalbuildeisimmediatehwiththousandsoitonsoimatenaliheamountofsalvagetheyobtainedwillne\cibeknownbutitisnitlikeKthe\peitoimedtheirarduoustaskwithoutpecuniiivlewardWhenaWoilds'Fanisbuiltthewieckinecomp-anieshavetheiragentsonthesceneclunngthewholecouiseofconstiuctionInthiscasethe)knowthatthecityisbuilttobetorndown,andtheclosertheycanfigureouttheworkthebetteritwillbeforthem.AtboththeStLouisandChicagofairstheagentsoftheleadingwreckingcompanieswatchedproceed-ingsandtookelaboratenotes.Thequalityofthematerialsputintothedifferentbuildingswereinspected,themethodofconstructionstudied,plansofarchitectsandcontractorscopied,andmapsofeverylineofpipinglaidundergroundtaken.Hecto-graphdrawingsandspecificationssuppliedthewreckerswithsuchinformationastheyneeded.Allavailableinformationwasthuscollectedbyagentsduringthebuildingofthefairs,andwhenthegateswerethrownopentothepublicthewreckerswerereadytofigureuponitsdemolitionThecostandcharacterofthewateipipes,wireing,drainages\stem,pumps,andenginesweiefiledandindexedaway,aswellasthe\alueofthebuildings,fences,pavingbrick,tents,bridgesandfumituie.Whenthetimecamethecompanisewerereadytoputintheirbidswithagoodchanceofmakingmoney.ThefinancialresultsareinterestingThesecompaniesdonot,ofcourse,workfornothing.Forexample,afterStLouissundiybuildingsthathadco=t£48,000weresoldtosomeofthesecompaniesfor£700.OntheotherlandfouiteenofthelargestbuildingsofthesameFairwereboughtbyonecompanyfor£90,000Ihestructuresweretakenapartcarefully'aiidthematerialsedulouslypreparedforfurtheruseWindows,doors,locks,hinges,frames,sashes,mouldings,allofthesewereclassifiedcobbledup,numbered,andstoredNailswerecarefullydrawn,stiaightenedandpolishedEventheplasterwasrecooked,regenerated,andmadefithandsHouse-wreckingcompanieshavebioughttheiiworknptoahighstateofde\elopmcntinhandlingtheseproblemsIhe}ha\ethenagentsandrepre-sentatresonthescenewhenitisproposedtoteaidownanyimpoitantbuildingstomakeroomfornewonesSomeofthelargehouse-wreckingcompaniesaiepreparedtobidonthedestiuctionotanythingfiomasinglesmallstructureoffouistonesuptohallahundred01awholecitj\\henthefiresweptBaltimoieandSanFranciscothehousewreck-ingcompaniesweietheiitstinthefieldNotallhadbeendestiojedbjthehit1herewassalvageintheheapsofnunswhichthewreckeiswerequicktorealizeFiomundeithedebristhe),becuiedmateialwhichsubsequentlywentintothere-buildingoftheburntportionsThecrumblingbrickandstonewallsandtwistedandbentsteelframes,andtheshatteredandbrokentimbers,weresusceptibleoflejuvenationscarcelyconceivabletotheuninitiatedThewreckersshouldbecalledrestorersTheysa\ethewaste,andprepareitforfurtheruseBentandtwistedgasandplumbingpipesarestraightenedpolishedandrepaired,sothattheyareneailyasgoodasnewB.lcksandstoneswhichhavenotbeenbrokenarecleanedandsoldforsecond-handbuildingmaterialIwistednonandsteelworkmetalceilingswhichhavenotbeenmeltedb\thehieande\cnthenails,aierecoveredfiomtherumstodosci\iceo\eragainThebigwreckingoiganizationsaiesystematicintheirstudyofaprospi°tivefiel1Vn\bigfeaturelikethebuildingofaWoiIds'Fair01thedestructionofacityb>firestartstheirvholeoificeforcetoworkWithinafe>\da\saftertheoutbreakoftheMarchi,1907.PROGRESS183


