
44,100 sq ft The Jloor is solid and 3 ft above
the railway biding, and consequently rat proof,
and the wall from floor to tie beam of roof is 17 It
All light enters from the south By freely using
steel construction theie are onh 2(5 standards
supporting the roof This wool store is acknow-
ledged to be thebest lit wool store mNew Zealand
The architects of the building weie S and A.
Luttrell and the contractors D Scott and Sons

Ihcic ib an ait which is moie especially than
an\ other the art of the people— namely, aichitec-
ture or the art of building At least the outsides
of all buildings, and the insides of many, aie for
the enjoyment of all anditbehoves us to remember
this before it is too late There have been periods
when the magnificence of kings and oligarchies,
and the love of beauty, which in former days con-
strained not only princes, but also private indi-
viduals, endowed our towns not alone with build-
ings nobl> built, but with all other enrichments
that the vicissitudes of the weather would allow of,
in the wa> of colour gilding marble, andsculpture
England has produced a wonderful wealth of fine
buildings, and inspite of terrible destruction, much
still remiins to gladden an undeserving and pur-
blind generation, andduring the months of holiday
wandering we should take every opportunity that
presents itself of making acquaintance, thoroughly

Disappearing Architecture.
THE LADIES' VIEW

Inorder to determine the leal lelative efficiencies
of the different types of flooring construction, those
of each type that had evidently been subjected
to the worst heat in a place like San Fiansi^co
ought to be tested to destruction by super-
imposed loads Of course, it is not at all piobable
that any such tests will be made It seems more
than probablp that the better appealance of the
reinforced concrete floots will cause a great many

peopleto ascribe a fictitious value to the fire-resisting
qualities of reinforced conciete, as a matter of fact
if both the tile floors and the concrete- floois were
tested, as above indicated, it is moie than probable
that itwould be discovered that all the lioors ofboth
types that had been exposed to a really severe fire
test ought to be taken out and renewed, in which
case the floor loss wouldbe total for both types

Nothing shows more than the warehouse the
extent of the business of the hrm It is a tiuth
specially noticeable in the wool trade Wherevei
you go you see the great firms whose fingei is
on the pul-e of the wool community in palatial
evidence In Melbourne and Sydney the firm
of Goldsborough Mort & Co strikes all as first
in the trade by reason of the large warehouses
they have erected and the provision they have
made foi the comfoit and well-being of their
patrons The Dt'lgetys, the liust and Moitgage
Companies, and oui own Loan and Mercantile Co
bear Fimilai evidence to the lank m the wo Id ol
agency boine by these s^veial hrms, while m the
aggregate they convey an adequate idea ot the
importance of the splendid industry by which
they live In New Zealand we have also the same
signs of the great industry which looms, as it does
in Australia, the bulkiest in the list of the exports
of the country. In Chnstchurch it is the same.
The City of the Plains is remarkable as the centre
of a vast district, from every part of which wool
comes in large quantities to the city to be shipped
to the old country 01 sold to the local or foreign
buyer The business of attending to the wool
interest is well furnished with both materiel and
petsonel. The clay for small things is over lime
was when the wool was stored in some rough
structure neither rain-proof nor wind-resisting,
something after the heart of the pioneers who
knew nothing of comfort and made only the bare
provision for necessity Ihe advent of the rail-
ways, the trams, and the motoi car have changed
all that, and we have handsome establishments
replete with all modern convenience, roomy and
well built, supplied with all necessary machine^
accommodating the whole trade ot the agencies
These fine warehouses take m the stores destined
for the farmer and the pastorahst, while they le-
ceive at the same time the vast yields of iheir
wool and produce of various kinds

Of such is the wool warehouse of Messis Pyne
and Co of Chiistchuich, wlice wool is received
throughout the reason Ihe sales ?re among
the most characteristic featuies of colonial life
Our illustrat'ons show then new wool stores,
South Belt, Chnstchurch '1hebuilding is L-shaped
the larger poition being 240 ft x I*2o it and
the othei 170 ft. x !)0 ft, a total flooi space of

Pyne & Co.'s Wool Store,
Christchurch.

PART OF PYNE AND CO 'S WOOL STORE, CHRISTCHURCH, SHOWING WOOL STACKED TOR DECEMBER S4.LE,
1906. C\T\XOGUE COMPRISED 6200 BALES

and in detail, with the great art of masonry
—

not
excludingbrickwork and themany subsidiary crafts
It was only in the year 1385 that the painters of
Italycut themselves adrift from the guild of builders,
and not for the advantage of either Alas, we are
stilldestroying our heritage,andall wholovebeauty
and who care for the past, who think we should
preserve everything we possibly can of the thought
of those who were before us, should try to under-
stand the methods and the causes of their destruc-
tion and do what in them lies to stop it Theie
ishardly a spot we live inor travel to m England,
where there is not some pleasant old street, some
romantic old house, some quaint cottage, or row
of almshouses, even an old garden-wall \u25a0with an
ancient gate-way,or a lane or alleybetween weather-
worn gables— a bridge, or a mill, or a tower. Such
things are a refreshment and a joy to all of us as
we cover our daily miles of business or pleasuie
But what few peoplequite realise is that it is not
only the age of the buildings that makes them
pleasant, but the human thought and art that
are in them, and the subtleties of proportion, and
the satisfactoriness of really understood building—
both very rare qualities, and now deprivedof the
support of the traditional knowledge handed on
inthe workshopsof former times. Decay's effacing
fingers will not efface the ugliness of our buildings
willnot turn our impertinent little villas intohomely
old cottages, nor our imitated Gothic into true
Gothic, where every change was a development,
andevery moulding andrib repiesenteda purpose
scientific or beautiful

POEMS IN STONE

So many causes operate against the intact pie-
servation of our histories and poems in stone , for
we should always bear in mind the histoncal, as
well as the beauty, value of our ancient homes and
monuments. In towns they disappearbefore the
urgent need for space, in the country often for the
opposite reason that they are superfluous Foi
instance town councils want to widen streets—

in
Worcester this now seems imminent — and delight-
ful old houses aie conveniently condemned as m-
sanitaiy though wide roads and monotonous,
meaningless houses may be very msamtaiymentally
for man does not live by town council improve-
ment alone We want people on the watch all
overthecountrytotnrtostopthisdestructionoiourheritageLetushavethebestnewbuildingwhichitispossibletohave,butletuskeeptheoldthatareworthkeepingItisourdomesticaichi-tecturethatismostseriouslythreatenedwithactualdestruction—thatdomesticarchitecturewhichhasbeenoneofEngland'srichestpossessions—andsmallerpublicbuildings,suchastheoldmarketbuildings.InGodalming,recently,thetowncouncilwantedtodoawaywiththecharminglittleoldcoveredmarket-hall,becauseitratherinconvenientlynarrowsastreet(wherethereisverylittletraffic),butforthepiesentithasbeensavedbyindividualenterpriseCHURCHRESTORATIONChuichebsuflermostfromwhatiscalledlestoia-tion.Firsttheyareallowedtogetoutofrepanandthentheyarescraped,smartened,smuggedandpointed,releaded,repaired,andre-ceiled,tillVIEWOFWOOLASEXHIBITEDINTHENEWADDITIONOFPYNEANDCO.'SSTORE.
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