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Orders booked by British motor-bus engineers
will average an aggregate output of 25 machines
per week for the next six months—

say
per month. ******

A unique sight is now offered Londoners. Ihey
are witnessing the smart and smoky petrol vehicle
ranged alongside the unostentatious Jehu. The
irony of fate ! ******

The motor-bus traffic in London is very much
curtailed within the centre of the city (taking in

the Strand, Ludgate Circus, Oxford Circus, Picca-
dilly Circus, etc.) on account of the incompetence
ofdrivers.

Messrs. Trengrove & Pethenck have opened a
new motor garage in Wellington— Harris street
Their establishment is commodious and up-to-date,
and, supplying as it does a long-felt want, is a
reliable sign of the increasing development of
automobohsm in the metropolis.******

The tyre trouble still reigns supreme. Studded
treads are going out of fashion on touring cars;
the greenhide tread, or even the bare rubber tyre,
being preferred. Studded treads will soon be
found in use on city private cars only. These
treads guard against the calamitous results of
skidding in a crowded thoroughfare.******

There is a movement in Britain for urging the
great importance of encouraging the use of some
other fuel than petrol, one of Britishmanufacture
for preference, asamatter of great national import-
ance. Certainly there could be no better means of
creating competition in fuel suitable for internal
combustion engines onmotor cars than themethod
of offering large money prizes.******

The bodily exertion on the part of a London
policeman, which he has dispknyed for ages, in
the uplifting of the right hand to stop traffic, has
now given place to the simple process of turning
his back upon a flood of vehicular traffic when he
requires to stop it. He and his colleague on the
opposite corner so work m harmony m tins respect
as to lead one New Zealand motorist, who recently
witnessed it, to consider that London traffic is
now

"mechanically operated."******
The child's seaton thebicycle seems tohavecome

to stay, and no wonder, for they are delightful
to the children and therefore naturally so to all who
are with the children. Moreover, they are remark-
able for thesimplicity of their attachment. Iunder-
stand that Mr. Gardiner of Kilmore street,
Christchurch, who has a stand in the Exhibition
of that city, is very well satisfied with the demand
that has set in, despite the fact that he is not at
all pleased with the position assigned him by the
authorities. ******

All reliable cars turned out by reputable rums
cannot possibly come down in price on account of
the ever-occurring application of new patents in
their construction. Raising of gears and other
improvements in the mechanical part of cars at
all times require considerable forethought and out-
lay of capital. One improvement already applied
to an English car is that of pneumatic control of
gears and brakes, there being absolutely no levers.
All that is requiredinorder toensure perfect control
is thepressure of a finger ona pneumatic bulb.******

Selling agents in London are feeling the effect
of competition at the hands of members of local
directorates. These members, being chiefly com-
posed of noble lords, succeed in influencing an
enormous amount of business, and it is quite
a common thing for a prospective buyer to meet" my lord

"
in the course of a drive, and to be

led into buying a car. The noble representative
of the business pockets the commission in quite
a gentlemanly and unostentatious manner, to
the detriment of the selling agent, while the buyer
believes he has at least procured a car free of the
middleman's charges.******

The need for keeping an eye (when buying) on
the rough roads of the colony has been brought
home to the neighbourhood of a certain centre
not more than a hundred miles from PalmerstonNorth, by the experience of a resident lately re-
turned from the old country, who brought with
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of economy (to which millionaires attend as much
as the messenger boys, their employees who ride
motor bicycles) the steam car burns paraffin at
a cost of sd. to 6d.per gallon and will run as far
as a petrolcar carrying the same quantity ofpetrol,
thepresent priceofwhich is 1/3 a gallon. Moreover
the steamcar runs ahundred miles ona single fill of
water, eighty if there is much hill work, fourthly
to lubricate adequatelymeansthat the steamengine
will last practically for ever. That, at least, is the
statement of one enthusiastic expert, who declares
that after several years of useof a steam car, he has
never paid a penny in repairs of the engine, and
never had to take off the covering******

Mr. Somerville, county surveyor for County
Cavan, writes to Messrs. Alldays & Onions about
a 10-h.p car recently purchased fiom them, that
he is particularly pleased with its hill climbing
capacities. Itcan with ease surmount on the top
gear hills that a 15 hp 4-cyhnder car of celebrated
make was only able to take on the second speed,
and it is only on rare occasions that he has had
to useanybut the top speed, and asa verystriking
example of this, he says, he drove, with two up,
the entire distance to Baiheborough and back,
a distance of 40 miles, without once altering from
the top speed the whole time, and that on one of
the hilhest roads in that, perhaps the most, hilly
county m Ireland. The firm, which turns out these
cars inall sizes up to 20 h.p of both ordinary and
standard gauge, has a type specially constructed
for the colonies, with special radiator and fan for
efficient cooling, and built extra strong to with-
stand the rough roads.******

The motor manufacturing industry in England
is extremely promising A New Zealander, who
has just returned to Wellington, says the Home
demand is so great that colonial orders must,
perforce, take a verj second place. Notwith-
standing my informant's ideas, 1 am fully aware
that the lack of capabilities to complete foreign
orders in England is due more to the inadequacy
of arrangements for handling the demand than
to the inordinate inroads on any one firm's power
of production. To further qualify this we have
only to look to at least half a dozen large motor
manufacturing concerns which, two or three years
ago, doubled and nearly trebled the size of their
then existing factories in order to meet the im-
pending rush. These firms were at the time ridi-
culed on many sides, but their forethought has
helped them to enter into a very profitable and
expanding trade with Britain s oversea colonies.******

In corroboration of the above another experthas
somepeitinent information to offer.

"
Ican remem-

ber
''sayshe, ''alittle air-cooled bicycle engine1rode

about 1901. The combustion head was as heavy as
most motor-carcylinders arecast now, itwas detach-
able with flanges 5-10 in. thick;it never got hot
enough to fire prematurely or to fire at all with
switcn off The De Dion tricycle engines were not
cast with light cylinders or combustion heads, yet
they never or seldom overheated with gears of eight
to one when properly driven. AgainIrode a motor
cycle in 1904-5 witha particulaily light engine,and
itwasmostdifficulttokeepitcool.Thecylinderwasabeautifulexampleofmouldingandcasting,boredoutto3-32in.withverythinribs,butitabso-lutelyrefusedtokeepcool.ThisyearIhavebeenridingaveryheavyone.'Iheradiatorsare'chunks'ofmetal.Doesitgethot?No!Andonecannotmakeitoverheatunlessbyverycare-lessdriving."******TheannouncementrecentlymadeinEnglandabouttheinclusionofamonstroustaxonhorsepower(£1)inthedraftofthenewmotorBillhasexcitedthegreatestindignationinmotorcircles.Whenthemaillefttheexpertjournalswerefullofcorrespondenceonthesubjectandtheenquiriesastowhatought,might,could,wouldandshouldbedonetopreventthistremendousiniquitywereex-ceedinglynumerous.AllwereagreedthatthefirstvitalnecessitywastogettheproposedprovisionmodifiedbeforetheBillgotbeforeParliament.ProtestwasmadeprincipallybecausetheBillisagovernmentoneandought,therefore,nottopickoutanyparticularsectionofthecommunityfordrastic,ifnotprohibitory,taxation;and,secondly,thatthetaxoi£1perhorsepowerwouldconsider-ablyrestrictthesaleofmotors,andthereforeaffectaverylargenumberofhandsemployedmthemotorindustry.******TouristtrophyracesarenowrecognisedinEnglandasthemostimportantandthemostinterestingwhichtakeplaceincon-nectionwithautomobihsm,combining,astheydoinawaypeculiartothemselves,sportandmechanicaldevelopmentThereis,therefore,muchdiscussionabouttheconditionsonwhichtheseeventsaretobeairanged.Thebulkofopinionhimamagnificentcaronwhichheissaidtohavespentthesumofwarrantedtodoeverythingintheworldpossibletoanycar.Tnisproudcharacteritproceededtoliveuptobybreakingdownatanearlystage,aftertherattlingoftheroadshadfatallydisagreedwiththebeautifulcreature'sdigestion.******HieFN4-cylindermotorbicyclewhichhailsfromtheancienttownofHerstal,Belgium,isbeginningtoengagetheattentionofthepatronsofthatbranchofthemotorismoftheday.Itschiefadvantagesarethatitisbuiltonasystemofinterchangeableparts,isgeardriven,isfreefromvibration,has59percentmorecoolingsurfacethanprevailingsystems,andisfittedwiththeSimms-BoschmagnetoignitionandthepatentF.N.fork.Inaddition,theframeisofextrastrongsteeltubing,thecrankshaftisdropforgedofhighgradesteel,thelubricationisallthatcanbedesiredandthecarburetterentirelyautomatic******Whowastheinventorofthemotorcar?11nsquestion,sooftendiscussedbythemotorist,isansweredbytheJewishChronicle,inarecentissue.TheChroniclesays—"TheinventorofthemotorcarwasSiegfriedMarkus,ofViennaMarkus'sbenzinemotorwasonshowthereatthegreatInter-nationalExhibitionof1873,andthedescriptionofthevehicleistobefoundinthelargecatalogueoftheExhibition,whichwaspublishedbytheImperialandRoyalPrintingOffice.ThecarinwhichMarkusandsomeotherViennese,whoareyetliving,madethefirsttripsinViennaisstilltobefoundthereinthedepotofawellknowncarriageandmotormanu-facturer."**\u0084***The"PreventionofCorruptionAct,1900,"whichcameintooperationinEnglandontheIstofJanuary,substantiallyaffectsthemotortrade,moreespeciallyfromthechauffeur'spointofviewwhoisinthehabitofdemandingorreceivingacommissionfortheintroductionofbusinessonbehalfofhisemployer.FromtheIstofJanuaryanychauffeurwhoacceptsanygiftorconsidera-tion,orattemptsteobtainanywithouttheknow-ledgeofhismaster,willbecriminallyliableThepenaltyisuptotwoyearshardlabourandaheavyfine.Anechoofthismeasuieseemstohavereachedandaffectedagoodmanypeopleinthiscolony.******The1907Mitchellmotornewdesignvalveactionisinteresting,aswillbeseenfromthecrosssectionofouiillustration.Thevalveplacingisthenotablething.Theexhaustisinthemiddleofthecylinderhead,andhenceisrapid,andconnectionassuresapartialvacuummthecylinderwhenthecoldchargeentersbelowthelastremnantoftheescapingburnedcharge,andthisvalveplacingandoperationmakesafastrunningmotor.Thecoringiseasyandsimple,andthemotorhasaverygreatextremeofhighspeed,asmuchas2000RP.M,andpossiblymore,whichmeansthatittakesinalargechargevolume,andisstrongatlowspeeds,showingdecidedad-vantagestothemixedvalveplacing,whichcallsforthehybridvalveactionThechassisframesareofpressedsteel,andallthebestfeaturesoftheMitchellsystemarepresent,asperexperience.******TospeakofdiivingamotorcaroramotoiboatistheeasiestthingoftheworldButtogetthepracticewhichalonecanguaranteesafetyandtruepleasure,—there'stherub.Itissomethingtoknowthatthearthas,likeothersoncecon-sideredmoreimportant,atlastbecometheobjectofaschoolofthecorrespondenceorderTheCorrespondenceSchoolofAutomobileEngineering,incorporatedinNewYork,isnowpreparedtofurnishallwhomaywantthem,correspondencecoursesmautomobileandmotorboatoperationandengineering.Thissuppliesawantfeltbyowners,machinists,drivers,repairers,andtherestwhohavetomakethemotorcarperformitsusefulfunctionsinout-of-the-waybackblocksandlonelyplaces.Ihavetoacknowledgereceiptofacopyofthepamphletoftherules,terms,andallnecessaryparticulaisfromMrRodger,ofCashelstreet,Christchurch.******Aboutsteamcarsarecentcontroveisyisin-terestingandinstructive,andithasplacedthemeritsofsteaminsomewhatboldrelief.Forexample,astohillycountry,thereare,itmaybegathered,steamcarswhichnegotiatethestifiesthillswithoutanyrushingatthebottom;andtheyhavethisadvantagethatif,mgoingdownahill,anythinggoeswrongwiththebrakestheenginecaneasilybereversedandthecarpulledupStartingisaproblem,sometimes,inthecarofCommerce,butinthecaseofsteam,oncesteamisup,allyouhavetodoistoopenthethrottle,andawayglidesthecar,withinstantaneousandcertainstart.Inthematter172


