Straker Steam Wagon.

Gradually motot tracaod 1s taking the place of the
horse tor heavy trailic, even 1 the country distiicts.
The Rangitike: County Conncil weie the hirst to
make use of steam metors for the cartage of metal |
next, the Oroua Carryng Company Lid  puichased
a five-ton “ Colomal ” type to be used prncpalty
for the cairtage of prodace to the imlway at Feilding
The followimg hearing on this wagen, 15 taken from
the AManawate Darly Tun-w " The wagon was
loaded with four tons of wire 1he run was along
Kimbolton Road to Cheftenham, then via Hayne's
Line to Beacontield and to Cwumngham’s Post
Office, negotiatmg the Devil’s Elbow witl the utmos!
ease It was then taken through Davis’ cuttmmg
and home via the Cheltenham Cross Road negotiat-
g the very stecp hills {1 1n 7} easiy on the low-
spoed gear  With the fout tons load it came home
from Cheltenham « <hstance of 9 mules in 54 nunutes
The jowiney only oc.upied wiv hours It may alwo
be mentioned that the comsumption of coke was
small  The settlers in Aptr will no doubt be de-
hghted 1t the snecess of the company's enterpine,
for now a speedy and cheap means ot transit has
at last been provided which wil tamg them 1n
closer touch with the centres

After exhnustive enquirv BMr John White, con-
tractor, of Hawera, decided to discard horse-
traction for the cheaper, rebiable and moie modern
system: for the carnage of road metal and produce
and so as to meet the valying conditions, pur-
chased a five-ton tippmg wagon wluch v gnvimg
every satisfaction to  its  progiessive  owner
Wellington has also tecenved the addition of one
wagon, which 12 being used by 1ts owners, Messrs
McEwen & Carter, for the cainage of goods
between Wellington and Petone

We gave 1f as our opmion 1 an ecatly publhice-
tion of Procriss, that motor traction would play
a leading part m drawing the outlving country
districts closer to the towns and raidways, and it
seemws evident that Messrs Sydney Straker & Squire
Ltd. {who are now represented m New Zealand by
Messrs. Norman Heath & Co ) have been able to
turn out a machme that proves satisfactory to the
owner, and which will be welcomed by the back-
block settlers

The motor cycle 15 destined Lo solve the problem
of unniersal locomotion ILadics of all ages mie
now procuring this means of tiansit m the Old
Country, and 1t will not be long befoie the mitiative
15 taken Dby some mntrepid New Zealand lady
whereupon the fashion will grow appreciably

The Lancasiire Steam Motor Company are
announcing a new shipment of thar celebiated
steam wagons for mumcipal general and colomal
service They arc confractors fo1 the War Othce
and many of the laigest mumcapal authorities
The excellence of thenr make has obtamed cvery-
where the praise of experience
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Mitchell 1907 Car.

In John 3. Bate the Mitchell Motor Car Com-
pany have an engmeer whose foresight and
knowledge of shop cconomies have done more foz
th: car adustiy than poeriaps any other man
as witness the ine maodels that firm s renowned for

Mr Bate tuins oot thice moddls viz —

(1) [4-18 hp Z-seat 1uan-about 4 eyl 3417 5 47
(2) 1820 hp S-seat hght tommg car 4 ¢yl
T
(3) 24-30 hp 5 seat large lourmg cat, 4 cvl
4] < 3" ’
AlL three types ate amply powcied as the cyhnder
volume shows and are really 1ated well Lelow
the actual horse-power  for on woitluang out the
above, it comes out Ma Bate siys, that the 14-1815
actually 22 h p the 18-201s actually 24 hp, and
the 24-30 15 actually 44 hp, a truly 1emarkable
mstance of under-ratng the available power, and
one which can be demonstrated any time, Mr. Bate
helieves, by brake test
All these cars a1e provided with sfandard shding
geal transmis~ion of an  unusually  substantial
niture, and also a verv special design of cluteh,

A HANDSOME AMLRICAN CAR 24-30 B P

winch although on the core punciple, 15 as smooth,
if not smoother, 1 engagement than the multiple
tisc, the principle bemg that the leather face 1s
mounted on a {flat sprmmg ring over the clutch

cone, which while bemng compiessed gradually,
puts the car up mto speed and ther holds
tast , and obwviating danger of shock from a

clumsy pedal engagement to the machinery or tyres
Lhe f[rames ol the cars arc of heavy gauge
prossed  ofeel cold niveted, all  cross-members
Denig remnforced with gusset plates  The wvalve
action of tlie nmotois 15 both dnect it and lever,
AMr Bate usmg a darectly hited intake valve at one
sule of the combustion chamber, and a lever-depiess-
e exhaust valve in the middle of the eyhnder head
I'lis central placing of the exhaust valve clears the
¢y lmder extremely well (a peant wlnch many design-
ers neglect}, and 1t 1s the valve placiug that governs
the speed of an ol engme, and the Mhtchell cals
have engmes which can De run at evtremely high
speeds elficiently 1f necessary, and with gieat
CCONOIMY.

I'hese cars show a deaded temddency to substit-
ute Ingh grade bronze for both steel castings and
diop forgmgs  Ihe tough and enduming qualibies
of bronze—though costing more—Dbeing considlered
better practice

The front spring hangers ate also ot hronze
Par-on’s mangancse bDronze only beg used

lhe spark 15 controlled by a hand lever under
the steering wheel while there aic both hand
and pedal Ior the throtile

The descuption of the Mitchell muffler has been
refused oll now  Tiis nmportant part of the car
1» worked exactly the rexverse of the others, except
one, I discharging the hot exhaust unto the
la1gest muifler chambers, and discharging 1t fiom
the smallest of the three chambers lormed by
three cencentnie shells + 1 outside dhameter and
20 i long  Messis Holmes & Allen micim us
that tlis procedure 15 based on Bate's theory
{hat simce the hot gases have the largest volume
they equire not onlv the largest space, but also
the  coolest—the  coolmg  immediately  1educes
the volume and results o quite a silent exhaust
willh a hack pressuie not even encugl to blow
the exhaust tvpe of horn

Faken all round, from wpholstery and fimsh
t¢ (he mteinal economius, we have to gnve tlus
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uew wvisitor to our shores a good welcome and can
say that for easy ndmg, accompamed by that
confident feehng that the car always has ample

power 1n reserve, we know of no make better
provided
Messrs  Holmes & Allen, of DBrandon street,

the sole New Zealand representatives, have to
be complimented on introducing se up-to date
andd practical a machine,

16-20 Rolls-Royce Car.

This car, winch baloags to Mr W. A, Keiller,
of Low2r Rangtik, 15 fitted with exactly the same
enginy as the one used on the car that successfully
competed in the recent Younst Trophy race, and
gunzd fitst place  No expense has been spared
1n the way of fitting out thus car with all the fatest
equipment. A Victoua hood 1s fitted which has
the electric hght mside Synchromsed 1gnition
15 uszd , the sezats are covered with detachable
walerproof covers to protect the uphalstery,
there 18 a Cromwell folding glass screen protecting
the (wo front seats from wind and dust; and a
folding-glass screen 1s fitted to the back of the front
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D MITCHELL CAR.

seat to protect those behind The car has four
speeds, and 1s very fast indeed. The speeds are,
13, 14, 36, and 30, wiith cdireet doive on the thard
gear  The change-speed 1s the Gate type and is
very casy to change The wheel base of the car is
%14t 6 and the extreme length of each caris 13 ft.
The engwe 15 iour-cyhnder with bore and stroke,
00 x 127  In 1ts tral run the car was able to
negotiate from practically a standing start on the
sfeep grachents on which it was tried on the third
gear The body work of this car was built fo
wpecial spectheations made by the Scott Moior
and Cycle Co, Ltd , and exccuted by Messrs.Barker
and Co of Londen The car is one of the most
handsome machines ever landed 1 New Zealand.
Fhe equipment mcludes a speedometer and a milo-
meter, with aight-day clock

16-20 Argyll Car.

Tius ca1 was specally imported for Mr. P. R,
sargood, of Dunedm and 1t 1s exactly the same
mn all particulars as the one which ran so well
the Tourst Trophy race with the exception of
the wheels The engine 15 a very beautiful piece
of work, showmg a very fine fimsh, every part
heng extremely accessible, and the whole working
as quietly as possible Tt has four cylinders,
bore and stroke bemg 95 = 130. The cylnders
are all cast separately. with the valves on opposite
sides. Tlouble 1gnition 15 used with high-tension
coil and high-tension magneto ignition.  The
car 15 equipped wrth 35 x 5 Palmer cord
tyres It has the usual handsome Argyll Ros
de Belge side-entrance body, fimshed m  deep
carnune Lhe machine has lots of road clearance and
15 very speedy It also has the latest Argyll design
i back asle with bali bearmgs at four different
pomts  This machine seems to require hitle or
no etfort to make 1t run on the 1oad

t he Singet Motor Manufecwunng Co, of Coventry,
Kuglaud are shortly to be represented by an
agency m Wellmgton far the Australasian colomes.
Theur molor cars are well known throughout the
world {or theu rehability.



