
inGreat Britain,reports of the great progress which
had been made in self-propelled vehicles on the
Continent had, of course, reached this country,
and, in fact, specimens of the cars had also been
brought over, the first one being a Benz, which
Mr H. Hewetson received from Germany in No-
vember, 1894. The first public display was at
the Agricultural Show at Turnbridge Wells in

October, 1895 It was organised by Sir David
Salomons, Bart., who had long been interested
in the subject, having built an electrically pro-
pelled tricycle in 1874-75. The machines ex-
hibited included this gentleman's Peugeot 3f-h.p.
vis-a-vis, which Aveighed 13 cwt., and could attain
a maximum speed of about fifteen miles per hour
on the level; the Hon. Evelyn Elhs's Panhard-
Levassor car of theParis-Bordeaux type, aDe Dion-
Bouton motor-tricycle, and a De Dion-Bouton
steam tractor. The year 1896 was extremely fruit-
ful as regards automobile exhibitions, all of which
played a prominent part in

"
releasing the motor-

car from the tyranny of the red flag." InMay of
that year an exhibition of motor-cars was held
at the ImperialInstitute, London, andataspecial
reception to members of the House of Lords and
the House of Commons Mr. Evelyn Ellis had the
honour of driving the Prince of Wales (now his
Majesty theKing) onhisPanhaid car in the galleries
and gardens of the Institute. The show was organ-
ised by the Motor-Car Club, of which Mr. Harry
J Lawson was the chairman, and among the ex-
hibits was a Bollee voiturette, two Benz cars, the
Lutzman car belonging to Mr. H Koosens, of
Southsea, a Roger car (a French cop}' of the
Benz) severalHildebrandt-Wolfmullemotor-bicycles
which, according toone who rode them, had practi-
cally only two speeds, "one was ml and the other
twenty miles anhour

"" — two 4-hp. German Daim-
lers, and two Peugeot cars with Daimler motors,
a motoi tandem bicyclebuilt on the Kane-Penmng-
ton system, two De Dion motor-tricycles, an elec-
trical vehicle built in accordance with the Bersey
patents by the Universal Electrical Carriage Com-
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to a speedof 15miles anhour There it> a tradition
that the Wellers of the period denounced the
creature as not only an interference with their
privileges, but as dangerous to the lives and limbs
of the sacred public; which, if it was at all like
its illustration, we haveno doubt it was. It ran,
however, a long time between Bath and Chelten-
ham. Later on Messrs. Maceroni and Squne ran
a steam 'bus between London and Paddmgton.
It was a carriage of compact type, it carried a
multitubular boiler with a fan draught, and was
altogether a rather imposing affair. In 1829 the
James Anderson steam coach appeared on the
Brighton road to the further astonishment of the
disgusted Wellers of the period. The illustration
gives it a most respectable appearance, setting off
its orthodoxy as a mail coach of the rulingpattern.
As for the stoker, or chauffeur, we should say that
nothing less than a Royal Commission could find
any clue of his whereabouts on the ciaft. This
throws a doubt on the correctness of the likeness.
As to the artistic success of the picture there can
be but one opinion.

All these gorgeous visions were doomed to be
swept away by the railway era. England had
made up its mind to lead the world with the iron
horse, and everything horseless not allied with
his equine majesty of iron had to go. The stoiy
ofhowit wasshoved out of the wayma free countiy
is one of the most instructive chapters in history.
Perhaps the nature of some of thepatents applied
for may account m part for the public rage against
the whole body of the horseless One of these
inventors, for example, took out a patent for a pair
of iron poles to propel his machine somewhat in
the style of a man walking Itmust have looked
like a pile driver

"
on the ":no wonder the

good folk werealarmed Be that as it may,a long
series of persecutions by by-law and statute set m,
culminating in 1836 ina law restricting the dimen-
sions of the boilers of these motors out of allpossible
usefulness The great engineer who had cowed
opposition to the iron horse with his celebrated
retort about

" so niiich the worse for the coo,"
put on his best fiown befoie a Committee of the
House of Lords and gave forth the oracular

The newspapeib were friendly, the nibtmct of
journalismkeeping asusual aheadof public opinion
by just a nose. In 1893 the Petit Journal, the
famous paper with the small nameand the enormous
circulation, announced its now famous Paris-Rouen
race, -which took place inJuly, 1894, and in which
forty-seven vehicles started The first to reach
Rouen was the De Dion Bouton steam tractor
which covered the 97-| miles at an average
speed of 12 miles per hour. Five minutes after
the steamer came a Peugeot carriage fitted with a
3J-b.p. Daimler-Panhard engine and solid rubber
tyres, then a second Peugeot, and later a
Panhard car which had wooden wheels and iron
tyres. The first prize was divided between the
Panhard and the Peugeot; the De Dion steamer
secured the second, and a Serpollet steam car the
third prize. The great event of the following year,
1895, was the race from Pans to Bordeaux and
back, a distance of 750 miles Sixteenpetrol and
seven steamvehicles started in the race, and eight
petrolandone steam cars arrived back in Paris,
the first being M. Levassor on a 4-h.p. Panhard,
his time being 48 hours 12 mm. However the
first prize wasgiven to a Peugeot car, whicharrived
shortly afterwards, as the Peugeot was carrying
four passengers, whereas M.Levassor's car carried
only two. This event was notable as being the
first occasion of the appearance of pneumatic tyres
in connection with long-distance motor-travelling.
The Paris-Marseilles-Paris race was the feature
of the year 1896 in France. The contest was run
off in September in five stages, the distance being
1076 miles. Of the thirty-two vehicles which
started twenty-four were propelled by petrol, three
by steam, and five weremotor-tricycles. M.Bollee,
on his voiturette, astounded the world by com-
pleting the first stage at an averagespeedof twenty
miles anhour,

Although it was not until November, 1896, that
the motor-car became a legal form of conveyance

wheel base, and appearance— all these things are
in the sealedbook to which noman everwill have
access. Enough that England led the way in
motoring. It is a barren honour, for to France
belongs the credit of the development which has
become the leading mechanical feature of the
twentiethcentury. The best thepatriotic English-
man can say of the matter is that four centuries
ago we were leading, whereasnow weare not very
far behind.

France came to the front a hundred and fifty
years later, when, in the year 1770, M. Cugnot
astonishedParis by running a three-wheeled vehicle
by steam, carrying two people— probably owner
and chauffeur. He maintained the giddy rate of
two miles an hour. Whether this was the reason
why theenterprise* wasnotheardofmore, orwhether
the French Revolution, coming soon after, pre-
vented any other kind of revolution, historyhasnotrecorded.IntheyearafterMontgolfier'sfirstballoonaCornishmanendeavouredseriouslytodeprivetheFrenchofthelead.Mr.Murdochbuiltamodelforuseon.theCornish,roads,and.asthemodelnevergotany"forrader"wemaypresumethatthestateoftheCornishroadsprovedafatalbar.Atanyratetheattemptappearstohavebeentakenseriously,forthismodelwassoughtoutyearsafterwardsbythefamousMr.Tangyewhenheelectedtobecomemotorist,andpreservedwithcareinhiscollection.Anagitationisnowonfootforplacingthesameinsomemuseumofan-tiquitiesalongside6idefunctpioneersoftherail-wayandtramwayservices.Mr.Trevethickfollow-edlaterwithamachinewhichhelaunchedonthosesameCornwallroadsataspeedoftenmiles.Mr.Tangyehadsecuredamodelofthispioneeralsobeforehisdeath.Thehorselessbeganfromthattimetomakeprogressinthelandofitsfirstadop-tion,andFrancewasnotheardofmtherunningforsometime.In1823Gurney—SirGoldsworthyGurney—broughtoutthewonderfulcarriageofwhichwehavetheillustrationonthelastpage.ItrantoBathandbacksundrytrips,anditattainedverdict"thatsteamcarriageswouldneverdoatallonroads."Tosaythatsteamwasworthanythinganywhereofftheironroadmadeforthatpowerbythegreatestofengineerswasthoughtworsethanburglary.TheCommitteelostnotimeinrecommendingtheworldtohavenothingtodowiththesteammotor,whichwasnotonlyadangertoitself,butanawfulincentivetorashandspeculativepersonstoruinthemselvesandtheirtooconfidingfriends.Themotorofthestreetthusfellbeforetherushoftherailwaycompanies.TheconcentrativeBritonlooksonlyatonethingatatime.Andconsideringthewonder-fulsuccesshemadeoftherailwaysonwhichhethenconcentratedhiseftoits,thereisnotmuchreasonforfindingtoomuchfaultwithhim.Neverthelessthesacredflamewhichwaslaterontofindsuchsparklingvent,throughtheignitionsofamoreappreciativeandsuccessfulera,wasbynomeansallowedtodieout.Onthecontrary,itwasmadetoilluminatethewholeVictonanperiodwithafitfulandsurreptitiouslight.OfthosewhokeptthatsparkalivethemostnotablewasRickettofStafford,wtoturned,outingoodorderandconditionaroadsteamerof1£tonsweight,andsoonaftersuppliedoneof5tonstotheorderoftheMarquisofStafford.In1861GarrettandMitchellofLeeds(enterprisingcity)builtoneofnearly7tonsforSirTitusSaltofSaltair,betterknownasaweaverofalpacathenasasuccessfulmotorproprietor.Stillhewasbittenwiththemotorfury,andhespenthismoneylikeamanandamillionaire.Butthecombinedterrorsofthenewsystemandofthelawsandby-lawsoftheUnitedKingdom,tosaynothmgofthepolicetrapsoftheperiod,weretoomuchforthemanofalpaca,andthemachinepassedbypurchaseintothehandsofthatgayyoungsparkMr.FrederickHodges,wellknownmthelaterfiftiesasthewealthyproprietorofafamousLondondistillery,andoneofthebrightestandfastestofthepracticaljokersofthatpracticaljokmgageofwhichSothernandTooleweretheleadinglights.Thisyounggentle-mantookhisnewpurchaseoutformanyatourthroughKentandthesoutherncounties,andmadethepacehotforpoliceandpeasantandlocalgovern-ingbodywithequalimpartiality.Buthedidnotfosteranybusinesscapacityofthemotorrace.Tangyemadeasuccessin1862withavehiclewhichhedroveataspeedof20milesanhour,butthefateswerenotpropitiousanditwentthewayoftherest,tothescrapheaporthemuseum,probablythelatterinhiscase.Thepneumatictyrewasnotunknownmthosedays,havingj^beeninventedbyWThomson,in1845,butitwantedthemoderndevelopmentswith\\hichourageismorefamiliar.Ofthesethepneumaticcamein1885,after40yearofsolid.Thelatterinventorwassuccessfulasadesignerofhorseless'buses,ofwhichhesuppliedalargenumbertotheorderoftheIndianGovernment.TheywereconstructedbyRansomeandSims,theywereof14h,p.,theyworkedregularlyupto14milesanhour,theirtyreswereprotectedbylinkedsteelshoes,andtheyregularlycarriedupto65passengers.Itisalwaystruethataninventorhasmorehonourinothercountriesthaninhisown.Duringtheseyearsthetractionenginehadcometostay,butthatisanotherstory,exceptinasmuchasitdoubledthepeiseditionsofthemotorpro-prietors.InthesameperiodthelawkeptpacewithnumbersofdiscouragingenactmentsThemotorinventorsalsomovedalong,butthehonourswerewiththemenontheothersideoftheChannel.DEVEIOPMENT.Regardingthisportionofthestoryitisnowgenerallyacceptedthatthemodernrevivalofthemotor-carmovementdatesfiom1885.InthatyeartwohorselesscarriagesmadetheirappearancefromthedesignsofDaimlerofDeutz(nearCologne)andBenzofMannheim.TherewasalsoamotorbyMr.E.ButlershownmtheExhibitionof1885.Allthesewereofthetricycleorder,belt-driven,andallcarriedlimitedsuppliesoffuel,uptosometwentymilesonly.TheButlertypedoesnotappeartohavegotmuchfurther.Benz'sdevelopedfhstintothewell-knowndog-cartformofwhich4000weresoldinEnglandaftertheirintroductionbyMr.HHewetsonintothatcountryDaimler'sdevelopedatonceintothefour-wheeler,whichprovedtheforerunnerofthenumeroustypesofthepresentdayWegiveanillustrationofthesameasthepiesentmentofthefirstofthemodernseries,therootfromwhichthemotorworldhasdevelopedtoitspresenttremendou=andgrowingramificationsThesedevelopmentsfollowedeachotherwithstartlingrapidity,theFrenchmakeisleadingmalllines,encouragedbyapublicwhichtooktothesportwiththenationalverve.ThenamesofPeugeot,Serpollet,Roger,DeDion,Bouton,Panhard,Mayarde,LevassorandotheisjostlingoneanotherintheraceforfameandprofitwithstartlingfrequencyItwasthegreatestrushofinventiontheworldhadeverseeninanyonedirection.Marchi,1907.PROGRESS.THEFIRSTDAIMLER."*162


