
EDITORIAL COMMENT.

The sealingof patents requiresa word. InGreat
Britain it is almost the universal practice for the
executiveheads of thePatentOffice tosign theDeed
of Letters Patent. InNew Zealand the oldpractice
of the Governor's signature is still obligatory. The
advanceof the colonyhasnowreachedapoint where
thepractice of GreatBritainmight wellbe followed
and the deedsignedby theRegistar, thus facilitating
the business of the office.
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more to theirloss. A largeproportionofthePatents
granted in New Zealand are, we do not hesitate to
say,not worththepaper on which they are written,
for the simple reason that some part of the specifi-
cation is faulty throughdraughtmanship by incom-
petent persons. The English practice recognises
that the inventor must not only be encouraged to
invent, but that he must also be protectedinwhat
he has invented against the employment of incom-
petent assistants without technical skill. Here, the
law not recognising (as we haveshown) theneed for
encouraging the inventor to invent, the regulations
naturally refuse to recognise the necessity for pro-
tecting him whenhe has invented. Itis high time
for radical alteration.

Patent Offices indifferent parts of the colony. In
these branches bothprovisionalandcompleteappli-
cations may be filed. This practice is convenient
for the inventorand there is no reasonfor its alter-
ation. But when the application for completion
following upon an applcation for a provisional
protection ina localPatentOffice is presentedat the
same office, the applicant is informed that the local
office has no authority to receive the documents
which must be sent to the central Office in
Wellington.
In practice the hardship is easily imagined.

The provisional protection lasts for nine months.
There beingnoreason toimagine anything so absurd
as a rule whichpreventsthereceiptofthefinalpapers
at the office to which they would in the natural
course of things belong, applicants naturally send
their final documents there. To the consternation
of the applicant theapplicationsarereturned to him,
and if theperiodof nine months has elapsed,he can
not obtainhis finalpatent rights,and theresult may
be serious loss. It is true that an extensionof time
may be granted. But why require the trouble of
applying for an extension when everything is ready
and presented for filing ? Moreover, extensions
cost money and there is no power to compel their
grant. This anomaly has been complained of for
many yearsby thepatentagentsof the colony with-
out redress. Itis really time that thepatentOffice
ofNew Zealandrealised that the object ofthePatent
Laws is to encourage, not to discourage, invention.
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A third anomaly is the status of Patent Agents.
It is hardly necessary tosay that enormous sums
of money are invested in patents and very large
businesses built up on them. It will scarcely be
believed that the Patent Agents who are entrusted
with the duty of framing the technical descriptions
uponwhich the patents are granted,are required to
pass no examination except as totheir knowledgeof
the law of patents. Theyare not asked toshow any
knowledge of mechanics, ofelectricity,of chemistry,
or of any of thecountless technical subjects concern-
ing which theymaybe called on at any moment to
take outpatents. Nowinall of these matters they
willbeexpectedby their clients toshow considerable
skill in the preparationof specifications and draw-
ings and thehundred other things surrounding the
technicality of everypatent. InEngland therehas
always been provision for thepassing ofsevere tests
by allaspirantstotherankofPatent Agent. Allcan-
didates have to qualify in a widerangeof subjects,
technical and scientific, and they have in addition
to pass an examination in at least one foreign lan-
guage, including of course the technical terms
commonthereto. These testsmoreoveraregrowing
more andmoredifficult as time goes on,and inven-
ions progress. Here any lawyer without further
examination, or any one whopasses examination in
thepatentlaws,maybecome aPatent Agent. Now
themere grant of patent rightsis not a guarantee of
the validity of a patent. Take the case of such
highly technical constructions as type machines,
gold saving apparatus,oil engines, motor cars. Con-
siderable technical skill and fine discrimination are
required to set forth the particular characteristics
and essential features of any of these intricateand
highly technicalapparatusand theparticular point
or points in which it differs from other patents.
Without such skill the specificationmay be faulty in
a hundred ways. When faulty a patent has the
inestimable advantageof being open to the gallop of
the proverbial coach and six through its various
specifications. Moreover let it not be forgetten
thata flaw in thedescriptionvoids thepatent, which
thereforeproves valueless whencontestedina Court
of Law. Recent cases have demonstrated this sad
truth toseveralinventors much to their chagrin and
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There is another anomaly, very serious, not less
unjust and even more absurd. There are local

The Patent Regulations.
Instead of altering the law in regard to the work-
ing of patents,whichseems tobe the intention ofthe
government next session, reform might be effected
in the regulations under the Act which urgently
require amendment. These regulations are made
by the Governor-in-Council, and the same power
canunmake andremake at its own will andpleasure.
There is a point of great importance to which the
attentionof this body may bedrawn, we hope, with
great advantage. The Registrar has no authority
toreceivedeclarations during theproceedings inhis
Court. These are admitted m the Supreme Court,
where the interests are at least as great, as those
involved in applications to the Registrar ofpatents.
Pyima facie .there does not seem to be any reason
why the procedure whichis right in the caseof the
greaterinterests shouldbe wrong in the lesser. As a
matter of fact there is a weighty reasonwhy the
practices of the two should be assimilated. It is
that the applicants for, and the objectors to, the
granting of patent rights,wholivein other countries,
or wholive inNew Zealand andareunable toattend
in person, are not permitted to give evidence by
written declaration. Suchpersons areconsequently
debarred from giving evidence at all. This is a
serious hardshipand in many cases a source of loss
and injustice. InEngland the practice is to admit
declarationsmallpatentcases, and the bulk of the
evidence in the English PatentCourtsistenderedthatway.Inthenameofcommonsenseandjusticewhycanthepracticenotbethesamehere?OurlawisbasedontheEnglishlawandourpracticeought,byanalogy,tobebasedupontheEnglishpractice.IfitbecontendedthatourlawissilentonthesubjectwecanonlyassumethattheprovisionforacceptingdeclarationswasomittedfromtheActof1889byinadvertence.TheUsesofExhibitions."Amodernuniversalexpositionisacollectionofthewisdomandachievementsoftheworldfortheinspectionoftheworld—forthestudyofitsexpertsbywhichtheymaymakecomparisonsanddeductions,anddevelopplansforfutureimprove-mentsandprogress.Suchauniversalexpositionmightwellbecalledanencyclopaediaofsociety,asitcontainsinhighlyspecialisedarraysociety'swordsandworks.Itconstitutesaclassified,com-plete,indexedcompendium(availableforreadyreference)oftheachievementsandideasofsociety,inallphasesofitsactivity,extendingtothemostmaterialaswellasthemostrefined.Itoffersillustrationscoveringthefullfieldofsocialper-formance,fromtheproductionoftheshoesonourfeetandthepavementbeneaththem,toapresenta-tionofthemostdelicatecreationsofthebrainsandhandsofmen,whatareclassifiedasthefineartsofcivilisation."Oneisremindedofthesewords,whichwerewrittenbythedirectorofexhibitsattheLouisianaExpositioninanintroductiontothebulkyvolumesinwhichtheshowingsandthedoingsandtheaspirationsforwhichthatexpositionwasre-markablearechronicledandcatalogued.TheyraisethehopethatthechroniclingandcataloguingoftheexpositionatChristchurch(whichhasalreadyreacheditsmillionthvisitor)maybeworthyoftheobjectsofeveryexpositionsowelldescribedbythemanwhoenjoysthereputationofbeingthegreatestorganiserofexhibitionsintheworld.Itcannot,ofcourse,beexpectedthatthecompen-diumoftheartsandsciencesoftheworld,withalltheirvariousprocessesandallthecomplexityofdetailofthevarioustoolsusedintheirproduction,couldbeascompleteatChristchurchasitwasatSt.Louis.NeverthelessChristchurchisasgreatanopportunityforusaswasSt.LouisfortheAmericanpeople.Itisourindustrialcensus,bywhichwecangaugeourprogressandpullourselvestogetherforthenextforwardstep.Thegovern-mentdidwelltoorganisethiscensus.Butiftheofficialdescriptiverecordisnotinproportion,thevalueofthatorganisationwillbeconsiderablydiminished.ThetenvolumesoftheSt.Louisrecordareanadmirableguide.Theyarefullofdescriptionscharminglywritten,accurateinprin-cipleanddetail,andtheywerepublishedearlyaftertheFair.


