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EDITORIAL  COMMENT.

Compulsory Manufacture of Patented
Articles.

Iac more one thmks of the munisterial proposal
for the compulsory manufacture of patented ar-
ticles, the less necessity there appears for the in-
novation m the law  Apparently 1t 15 designed
to take the place of a higher protective duty and
to enable the colomal manufacturer to obiain the
makmg of all mventions lor which patents may
be taken out m the cclony Now we believe that
owing to our protectise policy, practically every
patent that can, with any hope of success, be manu-
factured within the colony 1s manufactured here.
There 15, however a class of articles the manu-
facture of which 1s obwvionsly out of the question
Of the latter a long hst can be readily reeled off
by any one whe has some small degree of acquamt-
ance with the subject  Iypewrnters, Menotype and
Linotype machmnes, boot-maling machmes, cash
registers steel pens, printing machimery
maclunerv—these are among the hrst to occur to
the mind as the subject matter of a large number
Thev cannot prolitably be made here
than 1on-clad battleships or ocean

Weavig

ot patents
any  more
hners, for the ssmple teason that the ontput of any
factoryv or werkshop that might be established for
their production would be msufficient to justifs
the mve-~tment of the large amount of capital re-
guwred  According to the proposal of the Mimster,
however none of the arficles on this list could
enjov, for more than four years the protection ot
the patent laws of the colony  The rule of “ No
works no patent’” would expose patentees, who
have not avaulable funds for patenting ther mven-
tions m all foreign countries, to the competition
in the local market of mmitations made m countrcs
in which the mvenilon 1s not patented  Our pubhc
certainly might get articles of sinmular character

but probably inferior quahty at cheaper rates,
but the only effect of the law intended to foster
the mdustries of the colony would be the fostering
of foreign 1ndustries to the prejudice of the men-
torious mventor without any material gam to
our worling population It would clearly be a
retrograde step for the legislature of this country
to mflict hirdships upon the world's mnventors to
the aggrandizement of foreign manufacturers. If
there are patents which can be worked here, and
which are prevented from bemg worked by the
greed of the patentee we are not famibar with
them If the Mimster 15 better informed, he will
not object to give a list of them to enable the publc
to adequately study this subject 1If, afier the dis-
cussion 1nculental to thresling out the matter,
thete reman any cases of hardship to the local
manufacturer and lus men, which cannot be met
by the present compulsory hcensing clause of the
Patent Act, both sides can easily join 1 some
attempt {o amend the patent Jaw. At present
the available evidence 15 decidedly agamst the
praposed change The proposal appears to be
based upon the assumption that the iventor 1s
one who fattens without exertion, or has the ten-
dency of the octopus to grasp everytiung within
reach regardless of others. But 1s this so? Any-
one acquainted with mventors will know that they
have enough difficulties without the added nsk of
losing the resuft of their ingenwty, perhaps at the
moment when their hopes are about to bear frintion.

Wellington Graving Dock.

IF the guccess of the Wellington graving-dock
corresponds mn any appreciable degrec to the long
struggle that preceded its authorisation, 1t must have
a memorable career That struggle, however, may,
in view of the bright future opening out before the
dock, be dismuissed as a mere memory, not to be
revived by any financial consideration whatever
Drrectly, the dock may not pay Nobody expects
1t to do that foir vems to come  But thmas which
are necessary aixl profitable do not always pay at
the start, or tor some yvears to come  'he railways,
for example do not pay—the State policy 1= not
to lct them pay anviiing more than three per cent
on the cost of their construction  Streets and roads
arc netther of them m the category of things that
pay <irecily  For many years no private firm
could hive financee the telegraph services of tlus
country without spelling ruimm many tumes over m
capital letters  Yet all these thimgs—and a whole
category ol others toc numerous Lo meation, but
wlich will occur so readily to the mind of expen-
ence—are of the kind that are both indispensable
and maost profitable 1 all wavs but the directls
remunerative fashion of the account book  Thus
it 1 with a gravirg-dock  'he prestige ol the
greatest distributimg port m New Zealand 1equires
one, and 1 the woid all ihings else are wmcladed
The comfort of the merchant marne nd the surety

of the King’s ships are, beyond calculation, price
less. Not an eye, therefore, that looks on the
dock in the years to come but will ighten with
pride and pleasure.

As tenders have been calied for, some details of
this fine work will be of interest.

The length of the centre line nside the coping
1s to be 683 ft., and on the bottom 671 it. as meas-
ured from the face-hne of the concrete retaiming
wall on the seaface, The Dbreadth of entrance at
the coping wall be 84 ft, while 22 ft. down below
high-water mark the breadth will be 80 ft. The
copung level 15 to be 8 ft. above high water, and
the sills of the entrance 32} ft. below high-water
for a wadth of 59 ft. The level of the fimshed
bottom of the dock 1s to be 2 ft, below the sill
tevel along the centre of the dock, and 2 ft. 6 mn
at the sides Inside the coping a width of 106 ft
will be provided except at the caisson stops, where
it 15 to be 84 ft. The cassons are to be 10 ft, m
thickness and be placed respectively at 10 ft , 40 ft.
190 ft., and 300 ft. from the seaward outsude face
af the work. The southern end of the dock wifl
be bt 1n segmental form.

It 15 proposed to construct the dock, firstly by
driving temporary piles to carry the staging to
command the area ot the dock, pumping station
culverts, and the sea wall, to clear out the area
and pump the culverts from all mud and spo:l down
to a umform depth and hard formation The area
has already Dbeen dredged by the * Whakann”
to approximately the nght depth The next
step will be to enclosc the area, to be covered
by cancrete, in temporary himber casings supported
from the staging pilles When each casing
15 cleared out a better concrete will be deposited
to cover the whole bottorn area A sumlar
course wiil be followed for the plumbing-house
and the culverts leadimg therefrom. On that
concrete foundation will then be erected other
casings so as to form the walls of the dock. The
concrete placed m the casmgs will form the rough
first cast of the dock. When the casings are re-
moved the next step will be to fill all round the
rough concrete dock, so formed with clay fillings,
to pump out and stananch from any leaks that
might exist m the pumping-honse, so as to enable
the boardl to erect permanent pumpng machinery
A coffer-dam across the mouth of the dock entrance
ioltows

It 15 probable that the pumpmg-ont of the frst
cast of the dock will show a considerable quantity
of leakage and 1uns of water which will have to be
all staunched back so as to make the first cast dry
or approximately so  The rough dock will by that
time be 1 existence, and i it will be bmibt the
final tace-work containing the altar steps, the
carsson steps and all the work of the final dock
The reclamation will then have to be completed
and the cofterdam removed  The present contract
which has to be completed by 31st December, 1810
does not mclude the pumping machinery nor the
floatmg caisson, which will be subject to subsequent
contiacts,



