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national Association for the Protection of Industrial
Property, held at Milan on the 14th and 15th Sep-
tember last, a resolution was carmed advocating
the abohition of the workmg clause mn the conditions
of all patents, and advising the substitution of
the compulsory license system; thus suppressing
forfeiture for non-working. The Convention knew
that the working clause it many mstances led to
technical working only, and therefore moved to lay
it aside as an unnecessary fax on the inventor, whle
saving all interests by recommending the Com-
pulsory license system.

In Canada, the country to which the Mimster
for Labour is reported to have referred m support
of his proposal, the requirements oif the law can
be met by a techmical working. In the United
States there is no worlung clause 1n the Patent Law ;
neither 1s there in the law of the Austraban Common-
wealth, the latest enacted of all the patent laws,
It may be added that the latest of the up-to-date
nations, Japan, has after examination nto all the
patent laws of the world, adopted the American

In the face of this oniversal experience the pro-
posals of the Mimster for Laboar may be regarded
as distinctly reactionary. In Canada the terms of
the license are submutted to arbitration m the
event of failure of the parties to agree, and 1t 1s
the same with the British patent law. If the
Minister were proposing to substitute the arbitra-
tion principle for the settlement by the Governor
one could have understood his zeal in the matter
of reform. But what he can see to recommend
the return to an unnecessary and vexatious tech-
nical working, instead of the present certainty of
true working whenever needful with absolute pro-
tection to all interests both of inventor and publc,
it is impossible to understand.

There is much more to be said on this subject,
but as the news of the Mmisterial intention only
reaches us as we are going to press, we must post-
pone the saying of it tll next month. For the
present we take the opportunity of protesting on
behalf of inventors against the conclusions arnved
at by the Minister, and of expressing our hope that
now that his attention has been drawn to the other
side of the question, which he does not appear to
be at all familiar with, he wil! reconsider the matter
in the judicial and historical spirit so necessary to
a satisfactory understanding of the subject.
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A Hungarian chemst has produced a fluid optical
lens at a moderate cost. The largest lens used for
astronomical work has hitherto cost hundreds of
pounds and taken several years to produce. A few
weeks time and an expenditure of £100 s all that
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A. H. WEBB,

Builder & Contractor,
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MIRACLE Concrete Building Blocks. Double
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