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Electricity

NOTES.

Messrs. W. Woolf & Co. are the success-
ful tenders for the Wanganui electric trams,
the contract price being ahout £42.000,
There will be six miles of single track laid
down, over which five cars. to be built in
Wellington. will be run. The contractors
hope to commence operations about Christ-
mas time, and have undertaken to finish
the work within forty-three weeks. The
firm of Messrs. Woolt & Co. includes Mr,
William Woolf, senior partner, who is well
knowr in New Zealand as a bridge builder ;
Mr. F. § Greenshields, representing the
Electrical Construction Co.. of London - and
Mr. P. R. Baillie who was sent out from
London by Messrs. Macartney, McElroy &
Co. to fill the position of chief assistant
during the construction of the Wellington
tramways.

There is no doubt that after Wanganui
takes the lead, several other municipalities
of the colony will adopt electrical traction
within their boundaries. Napier, for in-
stance, is about to go seriously into the
guestion of both electric lighting and traction;
Gisborne and Hastings for traction oaly;
while in the Taranaki district it is proposed
to run a light railway from Hawera out into
the country for about seven miles.
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The Devouport Borough Council, Auck-
land. will shortly call for tenders for an elee-
tric line from the wharf to Lake Takapuna.
Such a line has been a long-felt want, and
will, no doubt materially help to popularise
the show centre of the northern city.
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Highly satisfactory reports reach us from
the office of the Karori Borough Council
regarding the working of the Karori section
of the Karori-Newtown tramways From
the 13th March to the }4th ultimo (five
months) over 261,000 passengers were carried,
averaging 1,813 per dien. 'The gross receipts
for this period were £1,600, and the cost for
the car mileage of 28,000 miles was £1,400.
On FEaster MMonday 6,000 passengers were
carried, this heing a record , while the lowest
gumber carried for any day was 44 An
appreciable increase in the nwmber of private
residences has followed the introduction of
electric traction into the borough, and once
again the new tramway justifies its existence.

The laying down of borough trams will
assuredly help to solve in the near future the
question of light railways for rural districts.
In America the ramifications of the inter-
urbhan system have extended to a vast degiee.
I'he success of the system there seems to lie in
the initial enterprise of the promoters, who not
only devise a scheme for tapping populous
districts, but extend the lines for thirty or
forty wmiles as a mere speculation, in the hope
that at an early date settlers will spring up
at different points along the line and thereby
create passenger and freight traffic  Very
seldom, if ever, it must be remembered, is
the enterprise fraught with unprolfitable
results,

SRR

Tor the last three momnths clectricity has
heen making rapid strides in Dunedin: in
fact, eve: since the City Corporation’s
public supply from the Waipori 1alls has heen
available toxr the public, the effect on local
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trade bhas been very marked. Many large
factories have taken advantage of the cheap
power, and several installations have been
mstalled by A. & T. Burt, Ttd. Amongst
some of the principal instailations by this
fitm, and now working, are those for Mr.
Juo. Webster, cabinet maker, a Tibh.p.
Crompton motor ; Messrs. 1. Morris & Co..
clothing manufacturer, 74 b.h.p. Crompton
motor : Mr. Dunne, picture framer, 2 b h.p.
Crompton motor.
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Messrs. Burt have orders for an electric

goods lift for Messrs. Herbert Haynes & Co.,
an electric passenger lift for the N.Z. Insur-
ance Co., and 2lectric goods and passenger lifts
for Auckland and Wellington. A particular
feature of these lifts is that with the exception
of the motors and controllers, the whole of
the plant is manufactured in Messrs. Burt's
Dunedin works.
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Electric lighting is also making as rapid

strides in Dunedin as electric power. Messrs.
Burt have installed electric light in several
shops and warehouses, private houses and
public institutions, inclading the Dunedin
Hospital and Messrs. Briscoe & Co’s. new
building ; while small hydro-electrie plants
for sluicing claims and private houses have
heen successfully installed by the firm.
Tn these cases Crompton’s dynamos and in-
struments have been used: whilst the
Pelton wheels, or turbines, have been locally
manufactured,
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The Westport-Stockton Coal Co. have award-
ed a contract for electric haulage plant at
their mines to the Australian General Electric
(0., whilst that for the Babcock and Wilcox
hoilers has gone to Messrs J. Chambers &
Son, of Auckland. The General FElectric
Co. will supply the gineratois and locomo-
tives, and the whole of the contract will,
when finished, amount to hetween £35,000
and £40.000. The Westport-Stockton Is the
first coal mine in Australasia to use electric
locomotives in this capacity, and it will te
interesting to watch developments regarding
the efficiency of the plant.
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A deputation, congisting of the leading
electrical engineers and contractors, waited
on the Minister of Customs on the 15th ultimo
with a view to having the new tariff modified,
particularly as regards clectrical material.
The minister expressed a desire to meet the
deputation in every possible way, and it was
suggested that such lines as gemerators,
motors, switchboards and lamps should re-
main at 109, ; transforme.s, clectric cables,
and insulating material to be free: and all
other material not otherwise enumerated
to he 200, It was apparently satisiactory
to the deputation. and the Minister is to be
congratulated on his endeavours to assist
our electrical industijes.
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WALTER GEE & €0.,

Manufactiners of
self-Coiling Revolving Shutters and
Venetian & Holland Biinds

Ot Evein Dascription,

Faotory: QUIN ST. (o1i Dixon St WELLINGTON
. o

RANGER'S...
Garage and
Cyclery

174 GLOUCESTER STREET - CHRISTCHURCH

(NEar Rink STABLES).

HE finest and best-appomted Garage in New
Fealand (Car turn-table and other im-
provements. Ladies' and Gent's Cloak-

1ooms and Javatories. Cyclists should patromse
my Cyclery. Most modern.  Best care and atten-
ticn,

SATTISFACTORY REPAIRS.

PrRoMPT INSPATCH.

MoDERATE CHARGES.

Attendance Day and Night. Telephone 2213,

HENRY ]J. RANGER,
PROPRIETOR.

PROPRIETORS OF

Humphries' Patent WVindow
and Scaffold Bracket,

Humphries Bros,

Builders, Contractors,
and Valuators.

Wellington, N.2. TELEPHONE 1655.

PROPRIETORS, TELEFHONT 1637,
Pepanur Joinery Works & Timber Yards.

Thos. Henshall & Son,

Conitractors.
Building Work of Every Descriplion
Undeviaken.

Christchurch. Estimates Furntshed.

EsTRIATES PURNTEHED ON BHORTLST NOTICE.

Alexr. Dale,

Builder & Contractor.

03 Cashel Stveel,
Chrtstchuveh.

TELEPHONE No. 2298.

S. SMITH & SON,

EsTaBLISHED 1875,

RUBBER STAMP MANUFACTURERS,

279 Tuam Street, West,
CHRISTCHURCH.
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Laodge Seals, Aovable Daters, Facsinules,
Bonograms, etc.

——— — ]
Stamps for Marking Linea a Speciality.
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"ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

FOR s
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"PaovE 1945,

House Decorating, Paperhanging, Glazing, &c.,
CONSULT

AVERY & SONS,

62 Cofombo Street, Sydenham, Cheistchearch,

Ring up, o1 write fo1 free estimates.




