
MR.NEILMCLEAN(OFTHEFIRMOFMCLEANBROS)wasnotthoughtextravaganttoplanatrunklinealongthewestandeastcoastsofbothislands,withcrosslinesbetween.ThecrosslinejoiningthetwocoastsoftheSouthIslandwasespeciallyinfavour.Itwasthefashiontospeakoftherichesofeasternagricultureandthewealthoftheminesandforestsofthewestinterchangedtothemutualadvantageofthepopulations;neitherwasitdeemedThelineismadeontheeastsidetoBrokenriver,connectingthatplacewiththetownofSpringfield,theoutsidestationoftheCanterburysectionofthesouthernrailwaysystemOnthewestthelineisinworkingorderfromReeftontotheOtira,withabranchconnectingwiththeoldgovernmentrailwayatBrunnerton.ThetunnelthroughMR.MURDOCHMCLEAN(OFTHEFIRHOFMCLEANBROS.)on;thattheGovernmenttookpossessionandprosecutedthework:thatthecom-panyanddebentureholdersweredealtwithjustly,evenwithliberality;andthatulti-mately,afteranintervalofthewryfaceandtheloudprotest,echoesofwhichevenpenetratedtotheStockExchange,theyrecognisedthefact.Thehistoryofthisrailwayproject,forconnectingtheeastandwestcoastsoftheSouthIsland,goesbackasfarasthatofanyNewZealandrailway.Liketheothers,infact.thisprojectgoesbacktotheoriginallistofthePublicWorksSchemeof1870Inthosedaysimaginationwasboundless,anditunlikelythataferryfromNelsontoWangarmiwouldcarrythepassengertrafficofthesouthcomfortablyandrapidlyonitswaytoAuck-land.ThesethingsweredreamedwhenmenhadnotthoughtouttheproblemofrailwayconstructionTheywerecherishedbeforeadepartmentofconstructionhadbeenorganised.Theywereonpaperintheusualperfunctorymannerwhentherewerefewengineersinthecountrywhounderstoodrailwayconstruction.Whenthedepartmentofconstructionwasorganisedandtheplansofengineers,theworksofcontractors,andtheimmigra-tionoflabourerstooktheplaceofhopefulcommentandfaciledreams,themorediffi-cultoftherailwayworkstooksecondplace,andthelinesofferingthechiefengineeringdifficultiesdroppedoutoftherunningaltogether.InthislastcategorycamethegreattrunklinesoftheeastandwestoftheSouthIslandandthegreatcrosslineforconnectingthemtogether.Theprecipices,theglaciers,thetorrentsofthegreat"Div-ide"frownedontheonceeasilyacceptedcrossline,andwiththemfrownedthepoli-ticiansmadewarybyresponsibilityoftheloanedmillions.ThatwasthesecondstageofthecrosslineforconnectingeastandwestintheIslandofTeWaiPounamu.Butthemenoftheeastandwest,themenofNorthCanterburyandthemenofWest-landandthemenofNelson,frownedbackattheprecipicesandthepoliticians,and,beingpracticalmenwithal,theyverysoonorganisedthemselvesintoleagues.Theleaguescollectedstatistics,raisedmoneys,hurleddeputationsatGovernments,builtthefiresofpoliticalagitation,andaliveryenergeticstubbornpressfannedtheflames.Totellthestoryofthelongfightwhichensuedwouldbeaswearisomeasthecon-flictitself.Itwould,moreover,beawasteofspacewhichisrequiredforthestoryofthegreattunnelthroughthebig"Divide."Itisenoughtosaythattheagitation,afteroverthrowingmorethancneGovernment,succeededingettingthecresslinetakenupbyaprivatecompany,withtheassistanceofgrantsofthepubliclandsonthelineorinitsvicinity;thatthecompany,afterconstructingmostofthewesternportionoftheline,founditselfunabletogoNEWZEALAND'SGREATENGINEERINGWORK:Arthur'sPassTtinne
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