
ConvnercialandLiteraryDepartment.Inthisdepartment,whichisofgreatim-portanceinahighlycommercialtownlikeWellington,andattractsanincreasingnum-berofgoodstudents,thereareclassesinEnglish,Arithmetic,andLatin,conductedbyMr.F.MartynRennerandoneassistant;inBook-keepingandAccountancy,conductedbyMr.A.T.Clarkeandtwoassistants;inTypingandShorthandbyMissWilliamsandtwoassistants;inMathematicsbyMr.A.VC.Gifford;andinChemistrybyMr.J.Boyle.Studentsarepreparedforbusiness,forcivilservice,accountancy,matriculation,andotherexaminationsintheseparticularsub-jects,withconsiderablesuccess.Therearealsospecialclasses—forexample,Cookery,underMissIvey;Dressmaking'underMissLaurenson:Pattern-cuttingforbootmakers,underMr.Mapplebeck;whichareestablishedeithertomeetaspecialneed,orwithaviewtodevelopingfreshfieldsofworkfortheschool.electricwiremenandfitters,anditishopedtoextendthesamemethodstootherbranchesoftheschoolwork,soastogivethegreatestpracticalvaluetocertificatesgrantedbytheschool.September2,1907.PROGRESS.Thepipe-lineconveyingpetroleumfromBakutotheBlackSeahasbeencompleted.Itis550mileslongandiscapableofpassing400,000000gallonsofoilyearly.Anotherimportantoilpipe-linehasbeenbuiltfortransportingTexasandCalifornianpetroleumacrosstheIsthmusofPanama.Itis8inchesindiameter,andfifty-onemileslong.******Theweatheriscalledcalmiftheairisnotmovingatmorethanthreemilesanhour;thirty-fourmilesisastrongbreeze,fortyagale,seventy-fiveastorm,andninetyahurri-cane.ship,andthenattendstheeveningclassesoftheschoolforfurtherinstructionofamoredirectlytechnicalcharacter.Itmustbead-mitted,however,thatthissystem,promisingasitundoubtedlyis,hasoneveryweakpoint.Thedaystudentattendssomefiveorsixhoursdailybeforehegoestoapprentice-ship.Immediatelyafterwardsheisrequiredtoworkeighthoursadayalongsidethejourneymanandthen—whilethejourney-manisrelaxinghiswearylimbsandbrain—theyounggrowingladiscompelledtotautenuphislimbsandbrainsasfaraspossibleinordertofollowtheteachinghereceives,andtounderstandandsolvetheproblemshemeetsintheeveningschool—problemsheshouldmeetinthemorningwhenheisfreshandkeen.Notinfrequently,also,theladiskeptawayfromhisclassaltogetherdoingovertimeintheshopsInthesecircumstancesthestudentisundulyhandicapped.Hencethetendencyinallmodernsystemsoftechnicaleducationistowardsall-daytrainingintheschool,alternatedwithall-daytrainingintheshoporoffice.TherealisationofthisidealinsomepracticalformmustbethechiefaimoftheschoolGlancingatwhatisbeingdoneinGermany,intheUnitedStates,inFrance,inBritain,inJapan,inCanada,inAustralia,andinothercountries,itisnothardtoseewhatthetechnicalschoolsofNewZealand—whatinparticulartheWellingtonTechnicalSchool—mustbeinafewyears'time.Tohavefacilitiesfortechnicaltrain-inguptoacertainlowstandard,that,say,oftheCityandGuildsofLondonordinaryex-aminationsofthelastfewyears,isnotsuffi-cient.Tohavefacilitiesfornothingbutelementaryeveningclasses—tohavenomeet-ingrooms,recreationgrounds,gymnasium,etc..isnotsufficient.Thebuildingsmustcontainnotonlygoodclass-rooms,largeandwell-lightedworkshopsanddrawing-offices,butalsolaboratoriesfilledwithallthenecessaryapparatusforgainingfirst-handknowledge,accurateandscientific,ofallmattersdealtin.Thebuild-ingsmuststandonasitesufficientlylargetoallowforfutureextension,andalsoforrecrea-tiongroundswhichforday-studentsatleastareindispensable.Consideringtheprogressthathasbeenmadeintechnicaleducationinthiscountryinthelastfewyears,andremem-beringthatthegeneralpublicisdirectlyandTHEPLUMBERS'SHOP.intimatelyinterested,andthatpeoplealsorealisethatintechnicaltraining,asinalessdegreeinotherbranchesofeducation,themethodsusedandfacilitiesofferedshouldbegaugedtotherequirementsofsomeyearshence,whenourpresentpupilswillhavebe-comeintheirturnpillarsoftheState,thereislittledoubtpossiblethatevengreaterim-provementsthanthoseofthelastfewyearsmustshortlytakeplaceintheaccommoda-tionprovidedfortechnicalclasses.ThekindoftrainingwhichtheStatehasarighttolookforandtoprovide,isthatwhichwillbegoodenough,inqualityifnotinquantity,for20yearshence.Thatkindoftrainingisnotobtainedwithoutproperappliancesandseriousstudy,andwhileitmaybesaidwithconsiderabletruththatthestrongstaffatpresentemployedintheWellingtonTechnicalSchoolisdoingworkofdistinctlypermanentvalue,stillitmustbeconfessedthatthestaffisverygreatlyhamperedbylackofspaceandapparatusthatwouldbeprovi-dedinmostothercountriesintheordinarycourseasanindispensablepartoftheedu-cationalcapitaloftheinstitution.Theprospectsare,however,considerablybetterthanthreeorfouryearsagoandtherearesignsofrapiddevelopmentinthenearfuture.Apublicwhoseinterestisfairlyawakened,abodyofstudentswhoareearnestinendea-vouringtobetterthemselves,astaffthatworksenthusiasticallyforthegoodoftheinstitution,andaBoardthoroughlyinsym-pathywithwhatisbestinmoderneduca-tionalmethods,willundoubtedlysoonplacetheschoolinaverystrongposition.Ineachofthedepartmentsdescribedtherearedayaswellaseveningclasses,thetotalnumberofdaystudentsbeingwellover350.MostoftheseholdjuniororseniorfreeplacesundertheGovernmentregulationsformanualandtechnicalinstruction.Ajuniorfreeplaceiswonbyeverystudentintheprimaryschoolswhoobtainsacertificateofproficiencyinthesixthstandard.Thecertificateofpro-ficiencyisinfactagraduationcertificate,per-mittingthestudenttoproceed,freeofchargesforinstruction,toeithertheTechni-calsecondaryschoolortotheordinarysecondaryschool.Thevastmajorityofchildrenpassingoutoftheprimaryschoolswithcertificatesofproficiencywillfinallybe-comemembersofthecommercialorindus-trialworld.Tothemthetechnicalsecond-aryschooloffersachoiceofcourses,eachbearingdirectlyonthetechnicalsideofsometradeorindustrialpiofession.Itistherefoiepossiblefortheboyorgirloffourteenorfifteentoobtain,asfreestudent,two,three,fourorfiveyearsofpreparatorytrain-ingforhisorherownchosentradeorpro-fession.Theadvantagesofthissystemareveryconsiderable,especiallyinayoungcountry,wherechildrenlooktomakingtheirownwayatanearlyage,anditisnecessarytogetthebestresultpossibleintheshortesttime.Twoyearsattheschoolisatleastequivalent,fromthepointofviewofwage-earningpower^tooneyear'sapprenticeship,andisofcourseverymuchbetterfromthepointofviewofthoroughscientifictraining.Thistwoyears,also,isthetimemostoftenwastedinrunningerrandsanddoingoddjobs,bytheaverageboy.Yetitispreciselythetimeduringwhichtheboy'spowersaredevelopingmostrapidly,andneedmostcarefulcultivation.Itis,'again,byfarthebesttimeatwhichtocementhisconnectionwiththetechnicalschool,atwhichalsotoovercomeinitialdifficultiesandtoclearthegroundforthehighertrainingwhichthestudentneedstobecomemasterofhistradeorprofession.Thegeneralsideofeducationisnothowever,neglected,forbesidesthespecialcourses,thestudyofEng-lish,CompositionandLiterature,ofMathe-matics,andofDrawingiscompulsoryforallthefreedaystudents,andoccupiesalar^eshareoftheirattention.&Aftertwoorthreeyearsintheseall-dayclasses,thestudententersonhisapprentice-General.413


