
PROGRESS.Introduction.TheWellingtonTechnicalschoolhasbeenestablisedfortwentyoneyears.Itwasfoundedin1886bytheWellingtonEducationBoardunderthenameoftheSchoolofDesign,andunderthedirectionofMr.A.D.Riley,whoalsohadchargeoftheDrawingandDrawingexaminationsintheprimaryandotherschoolsthroughoutthedistrict.TheschoolwashousedintemporaryroomsinwhichclasseswereheldinDrawing,Paint-ing,andModelling,andalsoinMechanicsEngineeringandArchitecture.Apparatuswasobtained,largelythroughthegenerosityMR.ARTHURDRILFY(FIRSTDIRECTOROrTECHNICALEDUCATION,\VELLINGTON).MR.W.S.LATROBE(PRESENTDIRECTOR)Atthebeginningof1902,duringthechair-manshipofMr.J.R.Blair,itwasresolvedthattheTechnicalSchoolbeplacedunderthemanagementofanAssociatedBoardofManagers,appointedasprovidedforandpermittedbytheManualandTechnicalActof1902."Thecontributingbodiesrepresent-edontheAssociatedBoardwerethen(andstillremain)theCityCouncilrepresentedbyfourmembers,theWellingtonEducationBoardbythreemembers,andtheIndustrialAssociationbyonemember.TheCityCouncilgave£100perannum(nowraisedto£250perannum)andlandvaluedat£600perannum.TheEducationBoardgaveclass-accommodationvaluedat£600perannum.TheIndustrialAssociationreceivedcreditforitsgiftof£1500in1899.andalsogaveanannualdonationof£25tothefundsoftheSchool.ThenewBoardcommencedwithacleansheetfinancially,andinspiteoftemporaryembarrassmentstheschoolhascontinuedsincethatdatetopayitsway,astateofaffairsalmostassatisfactorytothefinancierasitisunsatisfactorytotheEducationalistwhocarefullystudiestherelativepositionofTechnicalEducationinthiscountryaswithotherpartsofthecivilisedworld.In1902,whenthenewlyconstitutedAssociatedBoardtookoverthecontrol,theaveragenumberofclassentrieswas938.ThenewBoardofManagersimmediatelysetaboutincreasingtheusefulnessoftheSchool,andtotakeadvantageofthesitegivenbytheCityCouncil,commencedtoprepareplansfornewworkshops,fortheBuildingandEngineeringtrades.TheGov-ernmentwasapproachedinthematter,andtheMinisterforEducation,atthattimethelateRt.Hon.R.J.Seddon,promised£2500towardsthecostoferectingworkshops.Towardstheendof1903,Mr.A.D.Riley,whohadconductedtheschoolforeighteenyears,andhadnurseditthroughitsearlyyearsfromasmallSchoolofDesigntoaofprivatepeoplewhowereinterestedintheschool.Thenucleusofavaluablelibrarywhichnowcontainssome1600volumesonTechni-calsubjectswasalsoformed.ThenumberofclassentriesintheSchoolofDesignin1886was101,besidesprimaryschoolteacherswhodevotedtheirSaturdaymorningstothestudyofdrawing,bothatthecentralschoolandatthebranchclasseswhichwereheldinMasterton,GreytownandNewtown.Fromthebeginningtheschoolimprovedsteadilyinnumbersandinthequalityofworkdone.In1890theclassentriesreachedatotalof280.In1892theSchoolofDesignwasremovedtothefirstfloorofthenewEducationBoardBuildinginMercerstreet.Roomsweredividedoffand'furnishedtoaccommodateArt,ArchitectureandEngi-neeringClasses,largelybymeansoffundsrdsedbysubscriptionsandentertainments.Bythe}^ear1895thetotalnumberofclassentrieshadrisentoabout550.TheclassinPlumbingwhichhadbeenlatelyaddedtothelistofsubjectsincludedanaverageoffortyentries.In1899theWellingtonProvincialIndus-trialAssociationgave£1500outofIndustrialExhibitionprofitstowardsbuildingawingtotheschool.Thismagnificentgiftcarriedwithitasubsidyof£1500fromtheGovern-ment.TheEducationBoardwasthusen-abledtoerectthesetofoffices,classroomandlaboratoriescontainedintheVictoriastreetbuildingTheerectionofthisbuildinghadamarkedeffectontheattendanceandpopularitjroftheschool.In1900thenumberofclassentrieswas850.Uptotheyear1902theSchoolwasmanag-edbyasub-committeeoftheWellingtonEducationBoard,allfinancialarrangementsbeirgmadebytheBoard.WellingtonTechnicalCollege.ByW.S.LaTrobeM.A.(Director),
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