
CaveatEmptor.Apointthatshouldnotescapebuyersandsellersofmotorcarsisthis—thatamotorcarconstitutesvaluableproperty,sometimescostingasmuchasadwelling.Inmanycountriesitisexpresslyprovidedbystatutethatcontractstopurchasepersonalpropertymustbeinwriting.Ifanoralorderforthepurchaseofamotorcarshouldbegiveninoneofthesecountries,thecontractwouldnotbebindingoneitherside.AlcoholasFuel.Arevolutioninthemotorworldisfore-shadowedinaninterestingarticlebyMr.RodgerW.Wallace,X.C,inthecurrentissueofTh-iCar.Therevolutionistocomebytheuseofalcoholasafuelinsteadofpetrol.Thepotentialitiesofalcoholasafuelforinternalcombustionareenormous.Thecost,Is6dp"ergallon,however,hasbeenprohibitiveasfarasitsgeneraladoptionformotor-carworkisconcerned;petrolatitshighestpricehasalwayscomparedfavour-ablywithit.Now,however,allthisischanged,andinafuturearticleMr.Wallacewilltellofaremarkablescientificdiscovery,theresultofalongchemicalinvestigationextendingoveryears,bymeansofwhichalcoholdistilledfrompeatmaybemanu-facturedandsoldwithawidemarginofprofitat3dpergallon.Thenewfuel,itisstated,ismoreefficientineveryway.Itissafertohandle,andwillnotoverheattheengine,aspetrolhasatendencytodo.onthesurfaces;butthemostefficientoilinthisrespectwouldbeinmanycasesinefficientinitsapplicationtogroup(&).Thereareveryfewmotor-carenginesfittedwithasystemoflubricationwherebydifferentoilscanbeused,sotheoilmanufacturernotonlyhastogroupthefrictionplaces,but"group"the"groups"andeffectacompromisebetweentherequirementsofgroups(a)and(b).andsupplyanoilwhichwillgivebestall-roundresults.smart,observantandthoughtful,wellandgood;butatthepresenttimenoneofthemotormanufacturershavewhatmaybecalledanestablishedsystemforthetrainingofpremiumpupilsorapprentices.Onlyafewofthegeneralengineeringfirmsofthiscountryhavereducedthisbusinesstoany-thingapproachingasystem.Itisprobablethatmanyoftheboyswhohavebeensentintothemotorindustrywouldhavedonebetterinsomesuchgeneralengineeringfactory,and,whatismore,theywouldhavehadasgoodorbetterchancesofeventuallygettingoninthemotorindustry.Areallywelltrainedengineerwhohasthoroughlymasteredthesystemofagreatengineeringfactoryismorelikelytoobtainagoodposit-ioninamotorfactorythanamanwhohasreceivedhissoletraininginamotorworksandknowslittleornothingaboutthesystemsofothergreatconcerns.******Duringtherecentelectricians'strikeinPari^severalnewspapersmadeeffectiveuseofautomobileenginestodrivedynamosforlightingtheoffices.TheMotorUnionofGreatBritainandIrelandnowcompriseseighty-eightclubs,with14,792members.NolessthanfourwomenhavesofarbeenlicensedinParisasmotor-cabdrivers.AnImportantDecision.TheFrenchMinisterofPublicWorkshasdecidedtodoawaywithanimaltractionforallvehiclesusedb3TthePostandTelegraphsDepartment.Motorcars,motorvans,etc.,areinfuturetobeusedtorallpurposes.WarMotors.AnumberofarmouredmotorcarsofnewdesignarebeingbuiltfortheAustrianarmy.Thechauffeurisprotectedbyabulletproofshield,andincaseofenemy'sfirebecomingseverehecan,withinasecond,lowerhisseatbymeansofalevel,sothatheisentirelyconcealedbelowthescreen,butisatthesametimeenabledtocontinuedrivingthecarbypeeringthroughsmallobservationholes.Behindthechauffeurthereisanarmouredrevolvingturret,whichyjrotectsthreemenwhoworkaquick-firinggun.MotorCabs.Remarkablesuccesshasattendedtheintro-ductionofthemotorcabintothestreetsofI/mdon.WithinaveryfewweekstheGene-ralMotorCabCompanyandtheLondonUnitedCabCompanywillhavebetweenthemnofewerthan1500up-to-datevehiclesbesides100specialcabsbuiltespeciallyforprivateuse.Thementhemselveshavefoundinmotor-cabdrivingstrikinglyremunerativeemployment.Thiswasevidencedatthestatutorymeetingofoneoftheothercompan-ieswhenthechairmanstatedthattheaverageearningspercabwere£23sperday.Onecabhasearnedasmuchas£8.Comparative.AccordingtoaFrenchcontemporary,thereareinParis65,000vehiclesofallkinds,thetotalbeingmadeupasfollows•—9,000privatecarriages,16,000cabs,2,560omni-busesandstreetcars,30,000deliverywagonsandtrucks,and4,000automobile';wasinthesomehandwritingandpostedfromaseasideresort.Thefirmaretobecongratulatedonanextremelycleveradver-tisingdodge,andamodifcationofitmightveryeasilybeputtogoodaccountbysomeofourenterprisingmotorhouses.PROGRESS.September2,1907.TheRoyalturbineyachtAlexandra,launchedatClasgowonMay30th,wasbuiltunderstrictAdmiraltyconditions.Sheisof2000tonsdisplacement,300feetlong,andherturbineengineswilldriveher17knots.HerinternalarrangementsaredesignedalonetomeettheusesoftheKingandtheRoyalFamily,andnotforlargepartiesofguests.Manyofthefailuresofyoungfellows,saysawriterwhoisupinthesubject,inthemotorindustryareduetothefactthattheirparentsknownothingofitsconditions,andarereallyunabletoadvisethem.Theboysthemselves,feelingnoimmediatenecessity,donothavetheirperceptionssufficientlyquickenedtorealisethatsomethingmoreisrequiredthantheexperiencetobegainedintheworksandontheroad.Theyfailtorealisethattheyoughttotakeupcoursesofstudyattechnicalschoolsorelsewhere,thusmakinggoodanydeficienciesintheirtechnicalknowledge.Afterall,thepaymentofapremiumonlygivesaboyanentrytotheworks;everythingelsedependsalmostentirelyonhimself.IfheissteadyandWhysoManyFailattheMotorTrade.Accidentsduetocrankingtheenginewhilethegearsareinmesharenotunusual,buttheyseldomhavesuchseriousresultsasinacasewhichoccurredonaferry-boatatNewYorkCitylastJulyAstheboatenteredtheslipthedrivercrankedthemotor,andthecarimmediatelyranforward,breakingthroughthechainstretchedacrossthecentralpartoftheboatinfront,andthroughthelatticegates,andpushingseveralferrypas-sengersintothewater.Thedriverclaimedthattheaccidentwasduetotheimpulsegiventothevehiclebytheimpactoftheboatwiththesidesoftheslip,but,thoughthismightpossiblystartthevehicle,itisclearlyevidentthatitcouldnotgiveitsuchanim-pulseaswouldberequiredtocauseittobreakthroughthechainandgates.More-overthecarbegantomovejustafterhavingbeencranked,thusclearlyindicatingthatthemotivepowerwasderivedfromtheengine.Itis,ofcourse,possibletoprovidethecarwithadevicerenderingitimpossibletocrankthemotorwhilethegearisengaged,butwhethersuchanarrangementisgenerallydesirableisaquestion.Ithasprobablynootherfaultthanthatofaddingtothecompli-cationandweightofthecar,butthemajorityofdrivers,whoarethoughful,wouldconsideritanunnecessaryadjunct.Thereiscertainlymoredangerofpersonalinjuryfromcrankingwiththesparkadvanced,andtheautomaticsafetydevicesforpreventingthishavenevercomeintogreatfavour,andarenowusedonlyoncarswithlargesinglecylinderengines.Itistobesupposedthatsuchoperationsasdisengagingthegearuponstoppingthecarandretardingthesparkbeforestartingwilleventuallybecome"secondnature"withauto-mobiledrivers,andthedangersreferredtowillbeeliminatedinthisway.ratherthanbyfittingamultiplicityofautomaticsafeguards.Specialcareshouldbeexercisedbythedriverwhentakinghiscaronaferry-boat.Theemergencybrakesshouldbesetassoonasthecarisinpositionandnotreleaseduntiltheboatisfasttothebridge;anditmightevenbebestnottocrankthemotoruntiltheboathasbeensecuredinplaceandthegatesarebeingopened.AccidentalStartingofAutomobiles.SmartAdvertising.AmemberofthestaffofaLondonnews-paperrecentlyreceivedapicturepostcardandwasnaturallypuzzled,aswerenodoubthundredsofothermotoristswhoreceivedasimilarcommunication,toreadthefollow-inginscription:"Thoroughlyenjoyedtherun.Noworryorenginetroubles.UsednothingbutPratt'sspirit—Tom."WebelievethattheabovepostcardemanatedfromtheAnglo-AmericanOilCo.,Ltd.,astheinscriptionandaddressoneachcardMotorsforthePress.ComparedwiththeenterpriseofsomeNewZealandnewspapers,theLondondailieshavebeenslowtoadoptmotorvehiclesfordeliverypurposes.OneexceptionistheWestmins-terGazette,whichhasforsomeyearsemployedtricarspaintedinthefamiliargreenhueofthepaperitself.TheDailyMailduringthelasttwosummershiredmotorvanstosupplyvolunteercampswithinahundredmilesofLondon,andtheEveningNewshasforsometimeemployedaserviceoftricars,whichwill,ifextended,domuchtodisplacetheadventurousladswhocycletoallpartsofLondonwithhugebagsofpapers.Appar-ently,theTribuneistheonlyjournalwhichreliesmainly,ifnotentirely,onmotorvehicles.Thesegivetheyoungestpennydailytheadvantageoffirst-classadvertis-ment,inadditiontotheordinarybenefitsoftheimprovedmethodoftraction.Bytheaidofitsmotorvans,theTribunewasenabledtokeeppacewiththeDailyMail's/.enterpriseatlastsummer'scamps.401


