
ChangeAdvertisementsfornextissueshouldreach•'Progress"Officenotlaterthantheiothmst.,otherwisetheywillhavetobeheldover.Anadjustablehallisoneofthemanyuse-fulanddesirabledevelopmentsofthebuildingartwhichhavehithertobeensupposedtoNOTICETOADVERTISERS.ACHIEVEMENTSTRANGERTHANFICTION.Thefollowingextremelyawkwardhappen-inghascomeunderournotice.—"Therodconnectingupthesteeringlevertothefrontwheelsdroppedoffwhenthecarwasbeingdriventhroughthestreetsofatown.Luck-ily,thecarwastravellinginastraightlineandveryslowly,otherwisetheremighteasilyhavebeenaveryseriousaccident.Inthisparticularsteeringgeartherewasquitealotofsidewearontheunhardenedsocketandonthesidesofthehardenedball,and,throughlackofinspection,thesewereallowedtobecomesowornthatthesteeringrodfellofttheball,thusleavingthecarun-steerable.Now.hadthejointsbeenexam-inedandlubricated,thiswouldnothavehappened,as,inthefirstplace,lubricationwouldhakereducedwear,and,inthesecond,examinationwouldhaverevealedwhatwasactuallyhappening."Wemightwritethreecolumnsonthisincident,butitwouldbeusefulonlytothosewhohavenotsenseenoughtocomeinoutoftherain.SucharenottobefoundamongstthereadersofProgressWeneedonly,bywayofconclusion,refertothelateaccidentinItaly.FivepersonsweredrivingtowardsNaplesonacliffroad,whentheircar,withoutwarning,simplyturnedtowardstheprecipiceandplungedofftheroad,killingeveryoneofitspassengerswithhorriblemutilation.Theaboveparagraphisaclearexpositionoftheprobablecauseofthatfearfulcatastrophe.Wesayagain:"Looktoyoursteeringgear!"Perhapsthemostnoticeablepointinthedevelopmentofthemoderntouringcarriageisthatduringthelastthreeoffouryearsthesteamcarhasenormouslyimproved.Thisformofpower(anEnglishexpertwrites)was,fromthefirst,terriblyhandicappedonaccountoftheextremelyrubbishylittlevehicleswhichwereoriginallyimportedintothecountry,andwhichcreatedthegreatestprejudiceagainstthesystemasawhole.Thingsnow,however,areverydifferent,andthereareonthemarketseveraltypesofsteamcarswhichgivegreatsatisfactiontotheirowners;andoneotthemostnoticeablefactsintouringaboutthecountryisthatoneseesanever-increasingnumberofmotor-carsthusdriven.Onecannotgetawayfromthefactthatatwo-cylinderdouble-actingsteamengineexertsasteadierandsmootherdrivethandosix-cylinderswithpetrol,whileasinglecylinderdouble-actingsteamenginehasthesameeffectasregardstheturningmovementoftheciankshaftashavethefourcylindersofthepetrolengine.Moreover,itistoberememberedthatthegearbox,withitstrainsofcog-wheels,thedelicatecarburetter,togetherwiththewholeignitionsystemissweptawaywhenfuelisburntexternallyinsteadofinternally.Somesteamvehiclesbumparaffin,andrunoverfifteenmilesonagallonofit,atacostofsixpence.ThereisatendencyinsomequarterstoadoptaPecksniffianattitudetowardssteamcars,butfrommanysidesonelearnsthatthepublicisnowbeginningtobeconsiderablyinterestedinthem.InPraiseoftheSteamCar.MOTOR-RACETRACK,BROOKLANDS,ENGLAND,OnwhichS.F.Edgewillbepitted,ina6-cylinder60h.p.Napier,againsttheworld.LooktoYourSteeringGear.belongtotheregionofdreams.Welearn,however,fromanAmericanpaperthatthethingisnowanaccomplishedfact.Anewtheatre,atStPaul,U.S.A.,iscapableofconversion,fromavastauditorium,seating10,000people,intoatheatrewithlessthanhalfthatseatingaccommodation.Appar-entlytheieisnoneedfortheaudiencetomoveduringthetransformationprocess.Iftheaudiencedoesnotcomeuptotheexpecta-tionsinpointofnumbers,itisquitepossible,apparently,toreducethebuildingto'moreconvenientdimensionswithoutincommodinganybody.Thuswasitdoneintheabovetheatreforaconcertafterabigmeeting:—":—"AtasignalfromA.H.Stem,thearchitectofthebuilding,theelectiicmotorconcealedfromviewwasstartedandthecablesattachedtoeitherofthesixty-tonmassesofsteelwhichgotomakeupthemovableboxestightened.Eachsideofthehousebeganmovingtow-ardsthecentre,enclosingtheaudience,slowlybutsurely,theendsofthebox;esnearerthestagemovingingracefulcurves,theendfurtherfromthestageremainingstationary.....Astheboxesbeganmovingout-wardsthesceneshiftersbegantheirwork.Thesectionalsideswereerectedaroundthechairsoftheorchestra,thecanvasceilingwasloweredtomeetthesides,andwhentheboxeshadreachedtheirdestinationthestagesettingwasallinplace.Thencametheloweringoftheprosceniumsides.Asectionoftheceilingoneithersideoftheprosceniumopeningbegantodescend.Itwasdiscoveredthateachsectioncarriedwithitalongframestructurecoveredwithasbestosandexactlyfittingtheendsoftheboxes.Whentheprosceniumsideswereinplacethespectatorsrealisedthatinsteadofsittinginoneendofabigconventionhalltheyweresittinginatheatre,withthestage,whilelookingsmall,yethavingaprosceniumopeningof60ft,andadepthinproportion.""Cow-catchers"onmotorcarsmaybeseenshortly.Mr.J.F.Ansell,aLondonbarrister,whowasinducedtoconsiderthesubjectbyseeingamanpinnedunderthewheelsofacarinTrafalgarSqaare,ispatent-inganinventionwhichisnowunderofficialconsideration.ThislifeguardisVshaped,slopingfromtoptobase,andprojectingbeyondthewheelsandmudguards,sothatapersonstruckwouldrolloffawayfromthevehicle.Theguardismadetostrikebelowtheknees,andthebasehasapneumaticorresilientcovering.Itissaidtobepracticalforallkindsofcars.Onedifficultyforinventors,however,isthatmanycarsarealreadyofregulationlength—twenty-threefeet—sothatapro-truuingcow-catcherwouldmakethevehicleilLgal.Inthecaseofsmallfastcarsanotherdifficultyhasbeenthatathighspeedsalltheproposedlife-savingapparatusesinvesti-gatedhavebeenmorelikely,thanotherwise,todroponthevictimandcrushhim."CowCatchersforCars."Themostimportantitemto^motoristsintherecenttariffrevisionisundoubtedlytheremissionofthe20%dutyonBritishcars.Wedonotproposetodiscussthenatureofthisremissionasopposedtotheincreaseof10%(20%inall)onforeignbuiltcars,butitisselfevidentthatthechangewillgreatlyenhancethesalesoftheBritish.machine—saleswhichthroughouttheColoniesexceededthoseofallothercountries'makesby75%.TheTariff.AuGUStI,I9O^PROGRESS.364


