
AttackontheNorthPole.Weinman'sBai^oon.TheFateopAndre.Anothersetofmenutilisedfortheserviceweretheprofessionalacrobatsfromthecir-cusesandstreetshows.Thesewerenotsoreliableasthesailors,norweretheysofaith-ful,sometimesescapingdownaguideropeleavingballoonpassengersandmailsinatightplace.Butoutof64balloonsdespat-ched,nolessthan57fulfilledtheirmissionsothattheauthoritieshadsomerighttoclaimthattheirservicehadonthewholebeenasuccess.ThetotalnumberofpersonswhogotoutofPariswas175,theweightofdes-patchescarriedwasninetons,andthenumberoflettersreached3,000,000,andthespeedvariedfrom20to50milesanhourforthemostpart,inoneinstancegettinguptothephenomenalfigureof80.WhenGambettagotawayinthe"ArmandBarbes,"hegotwithinshootingdistanceandforalongtimethePrussianneedlegunswereverybusytryingtoriddleholesinhim.Hehadanextremelynarrowescape.Nowforthecasualties.Threeballoonssoonafterthestartoftheservicefellintothehandsoftheenemy,andafterthat,asitwasseenthatthePrussianswerepreparedwithrelaysofUhlansontheroadstofollow,andgunsofspecialcalibretoshoot,theballoonsweresentoffonlyatnight.This,however,exposedthemtoanewdanger,thedangerotbeingtakenanywherebutwheretheywanted.Onenightthe"Villed'Orleans"rosefromPariswithoneaeronautandonepassengerandwithanorthwindblowingitwashopedshewouldreachToursinduecourseduringthenight.Buttowardsmorningthetravellersheardthesoundofsurfunderthemandwhendaybrokefoundthemselvessuspendedovertheseaoutofsightofland.Theysavedthemselvesfromfallingintotheseabythrowingawaybagafterbagoftheirdespatches,andeventuallytheylandedamongthewildsofthebackcountryofNorway.Veryshortlyafterthatthe"Jacquard"wentupinchargeofasailornamedPrince,saileddowntheBnglishChannelwithoutbeingabletoturnlandwards,andhungsuspendedforafewmomentsovertheLand'sEnd.DuringthatintervalPrincethrewouthisdespatches,whenheoughttohaveopenedhisairvalve.Asaconsequenceofhisblunder,theballoonroseupatonceanddar-tedoutwithhimovertheAtlanticdisappear-ingforevermore.Ihe"JulesFavre"followedsoonafter,andfounditselfnotatLyonswheretheskipperexpectedtobeaccordingtothesetofthewind,butovertheislandofHoedicintheAtlanticanddrivingfuriouslyseawards.FortunatelythelargerislandofBelleislestilllaybetweenthemandtheopenocean.Itwasseenthattheywouldhavetopassoneendofitwhichwasverynarrow,andthattheymusteitherlandthereorbelost.Theytoreopenthevalvewithfranticenergy,broughttheballoondownathousandfeetinafewminutes,andluckilysucceededinstrikingland.Theshockwasterrific.Threetimesdidtheballoonbounceintotheair,andatlast,catchingagainstawall,shottheoccupantsoutontoterrafirma.Theywerebadlyinjuredbutreceivedmuchkindnessandattentionfromthepeopleofthecountry.Someweekslaterthe"RichardWallace"gotawaydowntoLaRochelle,thepeoplecalledouttotheaeronuattodescend,buthe,losinghisheadthrewoutballastfranticallyandwascarriedtoseanevermoretobeheardof.Twootherballoonsfellintotheenemy'scountryandthatcompletestherecordofthecasualtiesduringthesiegeofParis.ThesestoriesenableustorealisehowtheAldershotofficersgotoutofhandwiththeirballoontheotherday.immenseplainwasbeneathus;thevillagersappearedtouslikechildren'stoys,riversseemedlikelittlerivulets,itwasmagical.Thesunshonesplendidlyoverall.Towardseighto'clockwearrivednearagreatlake.TherewefoundourbearingsandannouncedthatwewereattheendofHolland,nearthesea."Aviolentgalearose,theballoonbegantoracefortheocean,theanchorswerehurriedlythrownoutbutthemomentumofthe"Geant"snappedthemoffshort,andafterabriefrisetheballoonfellandbeganafearfulandgiddycareer.Alldisappearedbeforethem,tiees,thickets,walls,allbrokenorburstthroughbytheshock.Sometimesitwasalakeintowhichthecarplunged,thenabog,thethickmudofwhichenteredtheirmouthsandeyes."Itwasmaddening,"writesoneofthepassengers."'Stop!Stop!'weshouted,enragedwiththemonsterwhowasdraggingusalong.Arailwaywasbeforeus,atrainpassing.Itstoppedatourcries,butwecarriedawaythetelegraphpostsandwires.Aninstantafterwardsweperceivedinthedistancearedhouse—Iseeitnow—thewindboreusstraightforthishouse.Itwasdeathforallforweshouldbedashedtopieces.Noonespoke.Strangetosaythoseninepersons—oneofwhomwasalady—whowereclingingtoaslenderscreenofosier,forwhomeverysecondseemedcounted,notonehadanyfear.Alltonguesweremute,allfaceswerecalm.Nadarheldhiswifecoveringherwithhisbody.Poorwoman,everyshockseemedtobreakhertopieces.JulesGodardthentriedandac-complishedanactofsublimeheroism.Heclamberedupintothenetwork,inspiteoftheshocks,whichweresoterriblethatthreetimeshefellonmyhead.Atlasthereachedthecordofthevalve,openedit.andthegas,havingawaytoescape,themonsterceasedtorise,butitstillshotalongwithprodigiousrapidity."Suddenlyaforestappearedonthehorizon:thevoyagersmustleapoutatwhateverrisk,fortheyfeltthatthecarwouldbedashedtopiecesatthefirstcollisionwiththetrees.Onejumpedandmadenumeroussomersaultsfallinguponhishead.Anotherwasstret-chedonthesoilfearfullywounded,hisarmbroken,hischesttorn,andanankledis-located.Nadarhadadislocatedthigh,hiswifehadfallenintoariver.Butafteratimethetravellerswerepickedup,vehicleswerebroughtandtheywerethusconveyedtoRetheninHanover.Inseventeenhourstheyhadmadenearly275leaguesDuringthesiegeofParistherewasagreatdealofballooning,anditshowedthesamelessons,viz.,thatitwasimpossibleattimestoknowthedirection,equallyimpossibletosteeroutofdanger,andverydifficultoftentoperformthesimplestfunctionsofaero-nauting.Theserviceswereperformedbyexperiencedaeronauts,suchasTissandier,Nadar,deFonvielle,Durouf,Godardandothers,someofwhomhadmadeasmanyas800ascents,andallknewtheirbusinesswell.ThefirstthingtheyfoundoutofcoursewasthattherewasnogettingbacktoParis.Thatdifficultywas,however,toacertainextentgotoverbysendingcarrierpigeonswiththeballoons,whichbroughtmessagesbackofoftenvaluableimport,suchvalueinfactthathadtheconditionsofthestrugglebeenlessonesidedthefateofthebesiegedmighthavebeenchangedeffectually.ThesailorsoftheFrenchnavydidverygoodservicewiththeseballoons.Saidoneofthemonedaywhenaskedaboutthetriphewasabouttomake"Sir,ourtopsailishigh,andhardtoreef,butweshallsailallthesame,andweshall,pleaseGod,arriveatsomeport."Augusti,1907.PROGRESS.WhereAndrediedWellmanhopestoreapsuccess.Heisnotwaitingforaeroplanedevelopments,beingcontentwiththe"Diri-geable"balloon.WiththistypetheFrenchmilitaryauthoritieshavejustannouncedagreatsuccess.Mr.Wellmanbelievesthathisnewballoonwilleasilycarryhimandapartyoffourorfivemen,withtwelvedogs,andtheneces-saryprovisionsandequipment,fromSpitz-bergentothePoleinfromtentotwentydays.Theywillneverascendmorethan300to500feet,andtheirguide-ropewilltrailoverthesurfaceoftheearth.Thisguide-ropeisabsolutelyessentialtothesafetyoftheballoon'snavigation,andisofconsiderableweight.Itismadeofleather,15inchesthickand130feetlong,weighingabout14001b,andtheexplorershavehitupontheingeniousnotionofpackingtheinsideofthatguideropefullofreservefoodtotheamountof12001b.Theexpeditionwillbeabletocarry3000X)offood,orenoughtoenablethemtosubsistontheirownstoresforaperiodoftenmonths.Iftheairshipfailsasatruecruiserat,oranywherenearthepole,theywilldescendupontheicepack,makeasnughutofthefabricandmaterialandpasstheentirewinteratorinthevicin-ityofthePole,returningbysledgethefollow-ingyear.Theywillcarrydogs,sledges,andsmallboatsandcompletesledgingequip-mentwiththispossibilityinview.TheWellmanairship("America")isatpres-enthousedatSpitzbergeninreadinessforthestart.WiththesingleexceptionofCountZeppelin'sitisthelargesteverbuilt—184ft.longand52ft.atitsgreatestdiameter,givingatotalliftingforceof19,5001b.Thecarcon-sistsofaframeworkofsteeltubing,115ft.long,10ft.highandBft.broad,suspendedcloseundertheballoonatsuchadistancethatthosestandingonthetopofthecarcaneasilyreachtheballoon.Thekeelorback-boneoftheairshipconsistsofasteeltank18ftindiameterand115ftinlength,withacapacityofholding1200gallonsofpetrol.Atthesternofthevesselisarudderofsome900squarefeet,intheformofabicyclewheel,which,despiteitsgreatsize,onlyweighs301b.Alittleforwardofthecentreisplacedaveryheavymotor,builtforenduranceandsafety,of70h.p.,andhavingaweightof900lb.Inthisnewairshipthepropellersareplacedinthecentreoneithersideofthevessel.Theyconsistoftwobladesofsteel,liftindiam-eter,andcapableof380revolutionsperminute.Thelivingquartersoftheairshipareintriangularbunk-likespaceswithintheenclosedsteelcar.Thesearecapableofac-commodatingtenortwelvemen,andtwelvedogs,togetherwithprovisionsandequipment.Thetotalweightofthesteelcarandtankis12001b.Themotors,screws,andmachineryweigh13501b.Thepetroltankcarries68001bofpetrol,capableofrunningthemotorfor150hoursatanormalspeedof14knotsperhour.Theweightofthecargodiminishesonanaverageof6001bperdaybythecon-sumptionofpetrolforthemotor,but,deductinggasleakage,thenetresultisthattheairshiphasonanaverageday450to5001bofliftingforcenolongerrequired.Theutilisationofthewastegasasfuelwillaugmentthemotoringvitalityby30hours,increasingtheradiusofactionto2500miles,doublethedistancetobecovered.TheexpeditionisnowatSpitzbergenandproposestostartinthepresentmonthsome-timeforthePole.361


