
TIMARU TOWNHALL—COMPETITIVEDESIGNS(THEUNSUCCESSFUL)Ithasbeenformanyyearsahiddensecretfrombuildershowmasonshundredsandthousandsofyearsagomanagedtomakemortarwhichpracticallydefiedtheravagesoftime.Intheruinsofoldcastles,churches,etc.,onewillfrequentlyseeanoverhangingarchtheothersideofwhichhasbeenbatter-eddown,perhapsbycannonballsyearsago.Thisfragmentseemstodefythelawsofgravitation,owingtotheexcellentbindingofthemortar.ItisnowstatedthattheHun-garianchemist,Brunn,hasdiscoveredthesecretofthis,havingcompoundedaliquidchemicalwhichrenderscertainkindsotmatterproofagainsttheeffectsoftime.ProfessorBrunnassertsthatitdoublesthedensityofnearlyeverykindofstoneandrendersitwaterproof.Itimpartstoallmat-erialsqualitieswhichdefyox}^genandjrust.H«sHH«sfcH=*SomeyearsagoM.Berthelot,thegreatFrenchscientist,whosedeathoccurredinMarch,madearemarkablespeechatthebanquetoftheSyndicalChamberofChemicalProductManufacturers,takingforhissub-ject"TheWorldintheYear2000."Hereisanextract:—Whenenergycanbecheaplyobtained,foodcanbemadefromcarbontakenfromcarbonicacid,hydrogentakenfromwater,andnitrogentakenfromtheair.Whatworkthevegetableshavesofardonesciencewillsoonbeabletodobetter,andwithfargreaterprofusionandindependentlyofseasonsorevilmicrobesorinsects.Therewillthenbenopassiontoownland,beastsneednotbebredforslaughter,manwillbemilderandmoremoral,andbarrenregionsmaybepreferabletofertileashabitableplaces,becausetheywillnotbepestiferousfromagesofmanuring.Thereignofchemis-trywillbeautifytheplanet.Therewillunderitbenoneedtodisfigureitwithgeometricalworksoftheagriculturist,orwiththegrimeoffactoriesandchimneys.Itwillrecoveritsverdureandflora.Theearth,infact,M.Ber-thelotadded,''willbeavastpleasuregarden,andthehumanracewillliveinpeaceandplenty."OddsandEnds.TypicalHomes.JustasTimaruisshowingimprovementsinhercivicbuildings,sotheresidentialportionofthecommunityisestablishingaclaimtohavingsomeoftheprettiesthomesinCanterbury.TheelevationandplanofMr.McLarensresidenceshewnherewithwillamplyjustifythisopinion,asalsowilltheelevationandplanofMr.GladstoneRobin-son'shouse.Boththeseresidenceswereerectedunderthesupervisionofthearchitect,Mr.JamesS.Turnbull.(Seepage341.)VIEWOFTIMARUHARBOUR,1907.
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