
The successfultreat-mentofgoldandsilveroresofarefractoryna-ture,suchastellundearsenical,andpynticaloresisofgreatinte-resttotheminingin-dustryingeneral,andtheMountZeehanmineistobeworkedbytheaboveprocessMr.A.T.Firthminingandmetallurgicalen-gmeer,wholatelyvisitedWellingtoninconnectionwiththiscompany,recentlyre-ceivedthefollowingwirefromthesecre-tary(Mr.A.E.Bui-cher),Auckland:—:—"Pond'sassay,newTelluride.BeforetheNormanConquestBirminghamwasalreadyamarkettown;indeed,someaffirm,acentreforhardware.Thisearlydatefortheoriginofthetowns'greatmanufactureis,however,notauthentic.ThefirstreliablereferenceseemstobeinLeland's"Itinerary."publishedmthereignofHenryVIIIThiswriterobserves"ThebeautyofBirmingham,agoodmarkettowneintheextreamepartsofWarwickshire,isonestreetgoingupalongealmostfromtheleftripeofthebrooke,upameanehillbythelengthofaquarterofamile.IsawbutoneParochChurchmthetowne.Therebemanysmithsinthetowne,thatusetomakeknives,andallmannerofcuttingtooles,andmanylon-mersthatmakebittes,andagreatpartofthetowneismain-tainedby—smithes,whoehavetheirironandsea-coleoutofStraffordshire"Birmingham.LatefilesofCanadianpapersgivedetailsofaremarkable"ash-burningsecret,"dis-coveredbyanAltoonacobler.Thisishowheatissaidtobeobtainedfromashes•—Moistenwitheithersaltwaterorsaltwaterinwhichoxalicacidhasbeendissolvedamixturecontainingonepartcoalandthreepartsashes,andabetterfuelthanpurecoalisobtained.Theashesofanthracitecoalburnasreadilyasthoseofbituminouscoal.Thismixturewill,uponbeingplaceduponaburningfirefuseintoacokelikemassanddepositbutlittleresidue.Thesaltwatermaybeobtainedbythedissolutionofcommonsaltinwater.Thechemicalactionofthiscompoundisthusexplained:—Whenanaqueoussolutionofanalkalinesalt,suchascommonsaltismixedwithcoalashtheresultisthatamildlyeisformed,which,whenmixedwithanycombustablematerialsuchascoal,andupontheapplicationofheat,givesoffoxygengas,thuspromotingrapidcombustion.Theadditionofoxalicacidcausesachemicalchangeofgreatervaluethanthefirst,forthereasonthatsecondchemicalbreakdownresultsintheformationofacarbide,whichinturngivesoffacetylenegas,thusaddingtotheintensityoftheheatandfacilitatingcompletecombustion.ManylargeindustrialplacesinAltoonaaresaidtobeproAtingbythisinvention.POSTOFFICECIMARU.reefsaverage{20Is.9d.perton"ThisreferstothreenewreefsdiscoveredjustpriortothedateMr.FirthleftAuckland.Owingtothesuccessfultreat-mentofrefractoryoresbytheabovepiocess,MrFirthstatesthatover100squaremiles,containingmillionsoftonsofrefractoryoreintheWaiomodistrict,tothenoithoftheThamesgoldlie'dscannowbesuccessfullytieated—(NZTimes)TheRaceforProgress.Inface"ofthevastimprovementsinspeedreliability,etc.,ofautocars,itseemsungraciousforpeopletocomplain.Yettheydo.Forexample,hereisacom-plaintvoicedinajournalofthetrade:—":—"Nooneseemstocaretostand-ardiseacar,and,assoonasyouhaveboughtone,itispracticallyoutofdate.Increaseofh.p.,weight,size,upkeep,andgearing,arethepresentmaniasofmanu-facturers,andsoonthepoormenofsmallmeanswillhavetoreturntotheircobsandgroom-gardeners."Upkeepandinitialexpensesofthehigherpower(from5to8)hesayshaveknockedhimout,andheisanenthusiasticmotorist,ifchainedtotheinexpensiveside.TheEditorcondoledthus:—Wethinkourcorrespondentoverlooksthefactthattheincreaseinpowerwhichhelamentsisusuallyduetopressurefromusersofacar.Theyhave,say,an8-10h.p.,andlikeit.Theybegthemakertomakeitmorepowerful,ormoreroomy,butnoslower,and,ifenoughofthembeg,hedoesasthe}'-desire.Neatandnotwithoutreasondoubtless,stillthereissomethinginthecomplaint.Intheoldsarcasticballadwereadthat"Moderatemenlookedbig,Sir."Neverthe-lessthereisreasonwhythemoderatemanshouldbecateredfor.Thepenceoftrcpoorhavebuiltbigchurches:inlikemannerthesmallchequesofthemoderatemenmaybuildupahiq;shareofthebusinessofmotoifactories.Julyi,1907.PROGRESS.
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