
and theimportsrosefrom£75,000to£227,000.Withthesefiguresofvalueasaguidetothetonnagehandled,it1âsafesurmisethatthe£883,000ofprofitshownin1898,hasgrowntosomethinglikeamillionandahalfbythepresentdate.Ontheotherhandtheharbourwhichhassavedthecountrythatlargeamounthasnotcosthalfamillionalltold.Awholemillionsterlinghas,incon-sequenceoftheharbour,remainedintheverylargeinaddition."Sincethesewordswerepennedth«tehasbeenagreatdevelopmentinTimaru.Theexports,foreignandintercolonial,wentfrom£475,000in1895,to£1,042,000in1905Hmewof[theoldlocalgovernmentofSouthCanterbury(theS.C.BoardofWorks),isstilltothefore.NotlongagoaneminentnavalauthoritywiredfromtheBluff"Isitpossibletoberthmyshipcomfortably?"thesaidshipbeingan800tonsloop.Amoreseriousinstanceistbestoryofacarefulownerwho,hearinginsomebenightedquarterthatTimaruwashardlysafe,de-clinedtopermithisbarqueof750tonstogotheretotakeupawheatcargowhichhehadsecuredforthatextensivecraft.Thiswonderfuldecisionwasmadeattheverymomentwhenthreesteamersofanaggregatetonnageof25,000tons—oneofthemtheAthenicoftwelvethousandaforesaid—werelyingatthewharves;tosaynothingofafleetofsmallercraftinthebasin.Butthesearepinpricks,merely.SouthCanterburyhasthemostsolidgroundofsatis-factionwiththeharbourwrenchedfromthesea.Itisnotonlythatthebiggestofshipscomethere.Thegreatfactisthattheirpresencemeansastrikingfinancialsuccessforthedistrict.In1899theBoardmeasuredthatsuccessclearly:—:—"ThedeadweightofcargohandledattheportofTimarusinceandincluding1883,thedateofthefirstloan,upto31stDecember,1898,hasbeen1,243,415tons.ThecostofrailingthiscargotoLytteltonatsay15s.pertonwouldhavebeen£932,561,or,inotherwords,thedistricthasbeenbenefitedbytheHarbourWorkstotheextentof£883,597,since1883,anamountwhichexceedsverygreatlythewholecostoftheHarbourWorks,withtheharbourrateincludedThesavingtothedistrictforthecurrentyearwillnotbelessthan£70,000.Iftherewerenoharbourtocompetewiththerailway,therailwayrateswouldbeformerchandise,accordingtoclass27/6.34/7,42/10,51/4,perton,giain11/11,wool13/3foradoubledump,timber3/3perhundredfeetsuper,coal10/5and13/4perton,sothatitwillreadilybeseenthattheactuallosstothedistrictiftheharbourwereclosed,wouldbeverymuchgreaierthanthepresentsavingasstatedabove.ThecoastaltiadeisGETTINGOUTTHESTONE.Takingintoconsiderationthefactthatasbestosisabsolutelyas"oldasthehills,"itseemsalmostincredible—whenoneglancesaround%at^'thistwentiethcenturyworldofours,withitsnumeroussignsofdiscoveryandprogressinallitsscientificwonders,andingenuitysoconspic-uouslystampedoneverything—thatthisparticularmineralshouldremainsolittleunderstoodandpracticallyunknownoutsideexpertcircles.Yetthatisthecase,unfortunatelyforthe^publicatlarge,who,itisobviousfromreportsofthealltoomanydisastrousfireswesofrequentlyread,aresometimescalledupontopaythepenaltyt"fortheirignorance—orneglect?—withtheirlives.Undoubtedlymanyindividuallivesthathavebeenthusawfullylost,andprobablymorethanhalfofthebuildings,mighthavebeensparedtotheworldwerethisgreatnaturalfire-fighter,asbestos,onlymoregenerallyinuseandumveisallyadopted.Asbestos.pocketsoftheproducersofSouthCanterburyascleargain,afterpayingfortheirfamousbreakwater.Theycanaffordtolaughattheancientsneerattheir"BillofRights,"astheproposedbreakwaterusedtobetermedinolddays.Astimegoeson,thesegainswillincrease,forthedaysofclosesettlementarecomeinSouthCanterbury,andtheproduct-ivenessofthefinesoilofthecountrymaybereliedontolargelyincreasethetonnagehandledbytheharbourpeople,withcorres-pondingincreasetotheprofitsoftheproduc-ers.Atthesametimetheenergy,sagacityandcourageofthepastare'guaranteesthatwhateverdevicestheoceanmay,inthefuture,developagainstthesouthernbreakwater,theywillbemetandconqueredinthebestmanner,forwhichthelargeandincreasingproducingpowerofthedistrictwillassuredlysupplythemeans.Julyi,1907.PROGRESS.TownorTimaruPL\NOFTHEHVRBObRWITHSOUNDINGS.
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