
runthisdistanceof500mileswithoutshakingasinglenutorboltloose,orwithoutthenecessityofstoppingtheengineforamoment.TheClement&GladiatorCarsarerecog-nisedatHomeasbeingwellinthefore-front—aswitnessthefollowingletterbyColonelW.J.Bosworth,whoischairmanoftheAutomobileAssociationofGreatBritain,(andhealwaysinvestsinClementCars).Hesays:"Iamoftenaskedbymyfriendswhy,whenrequiringacar,IselecttheClement,andmyreplyisasfollows:—BecauseIdroveaClementcarfiftythousandmiles(adistanceapproximatelyequivalenttotwiceroundtheworld)withouttheslight-estmishapexceptabrokenwheel,theconsequenceofsevereimpactwithaspur-stoneoccasionedbyabadside-slip.ThelasttimeIsatinhershewentaswellasevershedid,andshowedacleanpairofheelstoafriendofminewhowasdrivingacostlyvehicleofverywellknownmakeandofconsiderablyhigherpower;moreover,ourrelationsterminatedmostsatisfactorily,forIsoldherexceedinglywell.Ontheprinciplethenthat'onethinkshighlyofthebridgethatcarriedhimover'IorderedanotherClement."50,000milesisfairlyconvincing.Turningnexttothetechnicalsideofthesecarsonedescriptionwillsufficeforboth,astheirconstructionisthesame.Withthe18-28horsepowermodeltheengineisof4cylinders,castseparately95m.m.x130m.m.withtwoinspectionplatestoeachwaterjacket—fivebearingsareemployedtothecrankshaft;whichlatteristhefinestgradesteel.Theignicionconsistsofhigh-tensionmag-netoandsynchronizedtrembler-coilaswell.TheCarburetterisoneofthemoststrik-ingpartsofthemachine—foreconomyoffuel:theresultsoftestsinthisde-partmentinFrancehavedemonstratedthattheClementandGladiatorCarscover30milestothegallonofpetrol.Forspeedcontrolthereare4gearratiosforwardandonereverse;sothatanyspeedupto50-55milesanhouriseasilyobtained.TheClutchisofthespecialdesignofthisfirm—andshowsanoveldeparturefromthestandardarticle.Itconsistsoflaminationsofdiscswhichengagewithoneanotherinsuchawayastoabsolutelypreventthathorriblyfierceengagementnowsocommon.Whilethewholefinishofthecarisluxur-iousintheextreme,thecarefulwayinwhichthemakershaveassembledthewhole—everynutandbolteasilygotatifnecessary—ismostsatisfactory.TherunningoftheengineissoevenandvibrationlessthatonecouldbalanceaglassTWOCARSTHECLEMENT(LEFT)ANDTHEGLADIATOR(RIGHT).PROGRESSJulyi,1907.theroadagain.FromGreytowntoFeather-stontheroadisintersectedwithwater-raceswhichhadtobenegotiatedslowly,andnosoonerisFeatherstonpassedthantheRimutakaclimbisahead,andtheydidmakegoodtimeoverthehill—45minutesfromFeatherstontoKaitoke.OnleavingKaitoketheMungaroahadtobeclimbedandtheGladiatorandCompanyhadtheill-lucktomeetadroverwithacoupleofhundredcattle.Thismeantpullingupfortwentyminutes;butinspiteofthesedelaysWel-lingtonwasmadewellwithintheguaranteedtime.Mr.Wilkinsonandpartyhavebeentherecipientsofcongratulationsfromallsides.Twohundredandfiftymiles,withtwomountainranges,inninehours,atnearly28milesperhour—averyfineperformance.WithalittlefamiliaritywiththeroadMr.Wilkinsonisconvincedhecouldeasilycoverthedistancewithintheeighthours.Thisistrulyaremarkableperformanceandonecalculatedtotestacarineveryway.Thegradesaresteep,andthereiseverysortofobstacletomeet.Thetripwasmadeonthe18-28h.p.GladiatorCarwhichhadonlyjustbeenfreshlytakenoutofthecasefromFrance,anditisastrikingtestimonyofthesubstantialnature*andcarefulassemblingofpartsbythe^makersthat"anewcarcouldTHEGLADIATOR,WHICHMADETHERECORDTRIPTONAPIERANDBACKTheGladiator—ReturnJourneyfromNapier.ReaderswillrememberthataweekorsoagoMr.JamesWilkinson,theCompany'srepresentative,incompanywithMr.OswaldClelandandMessrs.HolmesandAllensuc-ceededinloweringtherecordforthetripfromNapiertoWellington.ThissuccessfulattemptwasmadeastheresultofthefasttimeMr.Wilkinsonmadeontheupjourney,whichwasreceivedintheHawkesBaymotoringcirclesalmostwithincredulity.Thetimeonthattripwas10hours20mins.runningtime,andwhenthepartydeclaredthattheyfeltconfidentthattheycouldmakethereturntripverymuchfastertheywerechallengedonallsidesinNapiertodothejourneywithin11hoursandweknowtheresultofthechallenge.Mr.ClelandwasgivenaplaceonboardtheGladiatorCarforthereturnjourneytoactasofficialtimekeeper.leavingNapierat6.25a.m.onabrightkeenmorningthe18.28h.p.GladiatorCar,onwhichsomuchdepended,begantoshowhergoodpaces,andputmileaftermilebehindherinveryfasttime.BythetimeHastingswasreached,anaverageofcloseon40milesanhourhadbeenmaintained.ShortlyafterleavingHastingsthepartyhadtheillfortunetomisstheroad,andcomingroundacornerfoundthemselvesinacul-de-sac.Therewasnothingforitbutto'bout-shipandretracetheirsteps.Bythetimetheystruckthemainroadagaintheyhadadded15milesontothecontracttheyhadinhand.Nothingdaunted,Mr.Wilkinsonopenedoutagainonthefinelevelroadsthereareaboutthere.AfterleavingWaipukurautheystartedalongthetortuousroadtoMasterton.OnleavingMastertonamishapoccurredwhichnearlyterminatedthetrip.Acartwasdrawntoonesidetoletthecarpass,andforsomeinexplicablereasonthedriverstartedbackingacrosstheroadjustatthemomentthattheGladiatorwascomingup.Withabarefourfeetofroadfreeitseemedimpossiblethatthecarcouldgetthrough.Onethingonlywaspossibleandthatwastokeepthetwofrontwheelsontheformationatanycost.Thecardidit,andafterafewcrablikemanoeuviesmanagedtoclimbbackto328


