
England's Failures.

chamber. An applicationofthisprincipleissuggestedforalltrainsinthefollowingmanner:—Eachtraintocarry,asalreadydescribed,avehicleatthefrontandattherearend.Thesaidvehicleistohavetheshapeandformofavan,buttobestronglybuiltandtocontainwater,lyingonthetopofwhichwouldbecoveringsofacollapsiblenaturereadytofallwiththedecreaseofwater,butnottorisewithanypressureofthesameunlessitbewhenthevanisgettingre-filledatastationwatertank.vSuchvanscouldpermitofacertainproportionoftheircon-tentsbeingavailablefortheengines,andinthismannertheabnormallylargetendersonexpresstrainsatpresentinuserouldbedispensedwithinfavourofasmallertype.Thevansbeingofacollapsibleandtelescopicorder,bothinbodyandframeunderneath,would,intheeventcfacollision,helptosavethefearfuleffects,assuchanarrange-mentwouldpermitthewatertomakeanexcellentcushion.It,ofcourse,wouldpouroutthroughthevalvesprovidedforthepurposeunderthehecvyweightofacollid-ingtrain,butitishopedthatwithsuchavanoneachofthetrainsinvolved,thesafetyofthepassengerswouldbeassured."WAITINGTOLOADATNORTHERNWAIROA
PROGRESS.Mayi,1907ThelastwhalingseasonwasaparticulailygoodoneforEnglshboats,everyshiphavingdonemuchmorethanpaiditsway.Inseveralinstancestheshareholderswouldreceivehandsomedividends.Oneoftheboats,the"Snowdrop,"isonlyafishingluggerfittedwithamotor.Butshecapturedawhaleworthatleast£2,000.Anotherob-tainedacargoofthevalueofabout£25,000.RecordWhaling.Afterthemotor-carcomesthemotor-boot.M.Oonstantinihasinventedapair,andhascareeredonorinthemthroughthestreetsofParisattherateof25milesanhour.Theinventionconsistsoftinymotor-carsfittedtoWellingtonboots,ffteenincheslong.Eachboothasfourwheels.Powerisderivedfrom1]h.p.motors,andaccumulatorsarecarriedinabeltconnectedbywirestothemotors.Thecostofapairofmotor-bootsisabout£20.Theyarecapable,itissaid,ofaspeedofthirtyfivemilesanhour.AThreeLeagueBoot.ADESIREtominimiseaccidentsinfutureisthefirstfeelingthattakespossessionoftheaveragehumanbreastwhenthenewsofsomegreatrailwaydisasterispublished.Itisthefeelingwithwhichthousandsinthiscountryareto-daylookingatthepicturesofthetwoengineswhichrammedeachothertheotherdaynearRakaia.TheaccidentappearstohaveinspiredthesamefeelingintheGlasgowcommunity,whereaprominentrailwaymanwasinterviewedonthesubjectandrespondedtosomepurpose.Hesaid—"MycandidopinionisthattheBoardofTradewillstepinsomedayandcompelustorunaspeciallydesignedvehicleatthefrontofthetrainnexttheengine,andalsoattheRailwayAccidents.••HOWTOTAKETHESTINGOUTOFTHEMSAWMILLATVVHANGAROA.Therecordoftheyear'sfailuresisthereverseoffavourable,saysSt.James'sBudget.Thetotalnumberoffailuresap-pears,itistrue,at10,231,asagainst10,240intheyear1904;butanycomfortwemayderivefromthatfactismorethannullifiedbytheincreaseinthenumberrecordedforthewholesaletrade—916,asagainst883.Thus,thoughtheaggregateoffailuresisless,theactuallosswithoutadoubt,hasbeengreater.Inthisconnection,itmaybenoted,thatthetotalfor1904,was£9,371,780,showinganadvanceofupwardsof£2,000,000onthatof1903.Asregardstheretailtrade,itisofinteresttoremarkthatthegrocersandprovisiondealerscon-tributethegreatestnumberoffailures,withatotalof1114,whilebuildersandarchitects,600;farmers522;publicans447;andbakers,258;figurehighuponthelist.Notasinglebanker,discountorbillbroker,orsugarrefinerhasbeencompelledtoappealtohiscreditors.endbehindtheguard'svan.Theintentionis,ofcourse,thatthesevehiclesshould,bymeansofstrongsprings,orotherwise,takeupmostoftheforcedeliveredastheresultofonetraincrashingintoanother.Onethingthatmilitatesagainsttheprojectistheunprofit-ablenessofrunningstockofthissort.Nowthisseemstoshunttheproposalintotheback-groundaltogether.Butitdoesnot.Awayoutofthedifficultywillbefound,andImaymentionsomethingIheardofrecently.EverybodyacquaintedwithGlasgowstationsisawarethatatsomeofthemhydraulicbuffersareplacedattheendsoftheplatformstoreducetheforceofacollisionintheeventofatraincomingintoofastTheselongbuffers,of,say,ninefeetorso,aredrivenintotheirsocketsagainstanaccumulationofwater,whichactsthepartofcushionuntiltheweightofmetalactingagainstithasforcedthewatertoescapefromitscontaining259


