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Mayi,1907.PROGRESS.NorthIslandRedPineDistrict.—Thiscom-prisesallthecountrylyingbetweentheseaonthewestandtheeasternboundaryofthetotaradistrict—i.e.,alinesouth-south-westtothetopoftheRuahine,andalongthesummitsofthekindredrangestoPalliserBay.Thereistotarainthisdistrict,butitisnotsoplentiful,noringeneralsovaluabletasitisintheother.Thered-pine(rimu),whichisfoundinappreciablequantityintheotherdistricts,isthepredominanttreeinthis,andallothervarietiesabound,exceptthekauri,andwiththeexceptionofapatchnearNewPlymouth,wheretherainfallisthehighestinthedistrict,puririandpohutukawa.Largeportionsoftheseforestsconsistchieflyofrimu,tawa,andkahikatea,whichareextensivelyconvertedthroughoutthedistrict.SouthernRedPineDistrict.—InthisiscomprisedthewholeMiddleIslandbetweenthealtitudeof1,000ft.andsea-level,andalsoStewartIsland.Thereareseveraltree-lesstractsontheeasternsideofthedividingrange,thelargestofwhichaietheAmuriandCanterburyPlains,andCentralOtago,lyingbetweenalinedrawnfromtheWaitakimouthtothesoutherrmostpointofLakeWakatipu,andthenceduenorthtotheoldCanterburyborder.TheonlytreesinthisregionaretheforestsonLakeHaweaandthetributarystreamstothenorth.TherearealsopatchesofwoodlesscourftryineasternMarlboroughandsouthernOtago.Intherestofthisdistrictinnearlyalllocal-itiestheforestsareofamixedcharacter,yetfromMarlboroughtoStewartIslandtherimumustbeconsideredthepredominatingtree,andisthemostextensivelyconverted.Thekahikateastandsnextinabundance,andiscloselyapproachedbythekamahi;whilethemiro,matai,totara,Halls'totaraaregenerallydistributed;butthenorthernrataandpukateascarcelyoccursouthofGreymouth.TheWestlandsilver-pine,yellow-silverpineandquintinia,althoughnotpeculiartoWestland,aremoreabundanttherethaninanyotherpartofthecountry;whilethesouthernrata,whichextendstoStewartIsland,isespeciallyplentifulintheTautukuForest,whereitattainsverylargedimensions.Cedar,orpahautea,pokaka,andhinauarenotunfrequent,whilemostofthebeechesareplentiful,especiallyinthesouthernpartsofthedistrict.Theunder-growthcontainslargevarietyofshrubsorsmalltrees,manyofwhichaffordtimberssuitableforornamentalcabinetworkandinlaying.TRIPPINGDAMFOR"DRIVE."Kahikatea(White-pine).—IntheextensiveswampsbytheNorthernWairoaandotherriversthekahikateaformsforestsofremark-ablecharacter.Theuniformlystraightnakedtrunksoftenexceed100ft.inheight,carryveryshortbranchesatthetops,andaresoclosetogetherthatatadistanceofa^fewyardstheviewiscompletelyblocked,andnothingistobeseenbutthecolumn-liketrunks,from2ft.tosft.indiameter,theundergrowthbeinginsignificant.ThetreeisfoundingreatabundancebackfromWhangareiintheNorth,andoccursallovertheforestcountryofbothIslands.TheTotaraDishid.—ThisextendssouthfromtheWaikatoHeadstothemouthoftheMokau;thenceinlanddiagonallysouth-wardbytheslopesofRuapehutothestart'oftheRuahineRange;thencesouthalongtheeasternwatershedoftheRuahineTararua,andRimutakaRangestoCapePalliser;fromPalliseralongthecoasttoTauranga.Thetotaraiseverywhereintheforestsofthisregionplentiful,especiallyontheeasternside,anditis,onthewhole,thebesttobefoundinNewZealand.I^argeareasinwhichitistheprevailingtreearefoundinmanypartssouthoftheLowerWaikato,moreespeciallyinthesouth-ernpartsofHawkesBay,thenorthernportionoftheWellingtonL,andDistrict,andtheSeventy-mileBush.Awell-growntotaraforesthasanimposingeffect:majestictrunks,sixtyfeetoreightyfeettothefirstbranch,taperingwiththegreatestregularity,growsoclosetogetherthatverylittletopisdeveloped,andtheyieldoffirst-classtimberisenormous,some-timesamountingto80,000oreven100,000superficialfeetperacre.Usually,however,thetreesareofsmallerdimensionsandthetrunksareoftendistorted,andcannotbeconvertedwithoutalargeproportionofwaste.257


