
HAULING LOGS TO CREEK FOR"DRIVE."PROGRESSMayi,1907.AVALUABLE,INCREASINGINDUSTRYDRIFTINGFASTTOWARDSEXTINCTION.ThePast.Timewaswhentheforestsoftheseislandsappearedtobedestinedtoapermanencealmosteternal.Sogreatwastheprofusionofthetimbers,sovasttheextentoftheforests,andsoimpenetrablethegrowthoftheunderwood.Theseforestswereofexquisitebeauty,ofgreatvariety,andadornedwithferns,vinesandorchidsasrareinqualityastheywereabundantinquantity.Theyshelteredabirdlifeofconsiderableextentanduniquecharacter,andtheirflorawasenrichedbyaprofusionofblossomsofrareattractiveness.Theycoveredthehill-sides;theyfilledthevalle>s;theyspreadovertheplainsoflargeareasofbothislands.InthenorththeKauriandPuririhadtheirhabitat;theRimu,thoughseeneverywhere,wasmostconspicuousintheThePresent.Atpresentthecontentsoftheforestsremainingfortheuseofthecolonistareapproximatelyknown,thecensusofthevarioustimbershavingbeentakenintheyear1904,andtheresultembodiedthefollowingyearintheParliamentarypaper-C-6.southerndistrictsoftheNorthIslandandinthewestoftheSouthIsland,whilethewhitepinewascommontoallthecountry,andthebirchesflourishedparticularlyinthesouth.Theexplorerfilledhisreportswiththevarietyofthetimbers,andnarratedthewondersofthebirdsongswhichawokehimintheearlymorning;thepoetdilatedonthestatelmessandbeautyoftheforest,thepainterrevelledinthemarvellouswoodlandscenes,andthepracticalfarmercutdownthetimberwhen-everhegotthechance.Yearspassed;muchoftheforestdisappearedbeforethemarchofsettlement,untilwholeareaslosttheirwoods,anditgraduallybegantodawnuponthemindsofthethoughtfulthatthedaysoftheforestprimevalweregone.Fromthisitappearsthatthetotalquantityofmillingtimberstandingattheendoftheyear1904intheforestsofthecolony,public,private,andMaori-held,wasabout41.724,574,800feet.Nowanothertableinthesamepapershowedtherateofconsumption,bythevarioussawmillsofthecolony,tobeintheaggregate336,470,000superficialfeet.But400millionwillhardlysufficeasanestimateallowingforaccidentsAtthatrateperannumofconsumptionthesupplyvisibleasbroughttobookabovewilllastalittleoveracentury.Buttherateofconsumptionissuretoincrease:forexample,theoutputof1905exceededthatof1904bytherespect-abletotalof41,000,000sup-feet.Therateofconsumption,,itissafetoassume,isanin-creasingrate.Ontheotherhandthereisanideaamongtheexpertsthattheofficialcomputationofthesupplyrequiressupple-menting,sothatitissafetoallowforsomeincreaseonthefiguresoftheofficialtable.Stillagainthereisthedangeroffire,whichyearlydestroysaquantityoftheforest,particularlyoftheKauritimber,whichispeculiarlyinflammable.Thedepartmentalestimateofthedurationofthesupply,afterconsiderationdulygiventoallthesematters,isseventyyears.Itisaroughcomputationatthebest,butevenifitbeanunderestimate,thereisnocomfortinthefact,asitleavesundisturbedtheconclusionthattheoncegloriousandapparentlyeternalforestsofthecountryarewithinadistanceofexterminationCROSSCUTTINGTHEFELLEDTREE,PAURITREE.
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