
LieutenantShackelton,whois tobeshortlyinAntarcticLatitudesmakingfortheSouthPole,hasexplainedhisplans.Hesays:—:—"ForourattempttoreachtheSouthPolewithsledges,wearetakingSiberianponiesandamotorcar.Theponies,ofwhichtherewillbesixoreight,aretobeshippedtoLytteltonfromNorth-eastChina.Theirworkwillbetodrawthesledges.WewilltakesomedogsdownwithusbutnotforthejourneytothePole.Aponydragsasmuchaseighteendogs,andconsumesonly111boffoodperday,asagainst361boffoodrequiredbyeighteendogs.Youwillseethismeansagreatsavingoffoodonthejourney."ThemotorcarwillbeusedasfaraspossibletorelievetheponiesonthefirststageofthedashforthePole.Itislevelground,andthemotor,whichhasbeenspec-iallydesignedforusbytheArrol-JohnstonCompany,ofPaisley,shouldbeabletonegotiateit.Alcoholwillbeusedinsteadofpetrol,andspecialarrangementsaretobemadeforkeepingtheenginehot."Themotorwilldragarowofsledges,whiletheponieswalkonahead.Therewillbeonlythreemenintheparty—onedrivingthecarandtheothertwotravellingonski.Weoughttocovertwenty-fivemilesadayinthisfashion.Theponieswouldkeepabouttwohours'journeyaheadofthemaninthecar,andchoosearouteforhim.Every110milesasledgewillbedroppedwithitsloadofprovisionsandadepotformed,sothattheremaybealineofretreatrightfromtheveryfarthestsouthbacktoourwinterquarters."TheDashfortheSouthPole.PARTLYBYMOTORS.I^astJanuaryacorrespondent,whoismuchinterestedinthemotorcar,wrote:—:—"Toseemotorcars—ofnotabnormalpower—literallyploughingtheirwaythroughsnowuptotheaxles,aswasthefactduringtheYuletideholidays,wasanobjectlessoninthesuperiorityofmotorsoverhorsetraffic,"MotorsFirst—TheRestNowhere.MayIst,andgettingcold.Motoringpeoplewillbegladtolearnthatasuggestionhasrecentlybeenmadeforusingthewarmairintheproximityoftheengineforwarmingtheoccupantsofthefrontseat.Theideawastoseparatethefloorboards,leavingaspaceofsuitablewidth,andtosuspendabaffleordeflectorfromthebackfloorboardinsuchawayastodivertthewarmair,whichpassesthroughthebonnetandunderneaththecar,upbetweenthefloorboardsandintothespacebetweenthedashboardandthefrontseat.Whenarugisusedthiswarmairfillsthespaceunderneaththerug,render-ingthefrontseatsverycomfortableincoldweather.ASimpleWarmingArrangement.Winteristhetimeforskidding—anyhighorroughcountrytheplace.Whenthecombinationisstrongtheexperiencesarethereverseofcolourless.Acorrespondentwrites:—:—Ishallneverforgetmyfeelingsofastonish-mentwhenmyfirstcar,asmallhighrun-aboutwithsmoothtyres,turnedroundsuddenlyandfacedtheoppositeway.Weweredrivingonwetwoodblocksonthelevel.Thecarrepeatedtheperformance,describingahugefigureeightfromkerbtokerb,onthesameroad,onanotheroccasionduringrain.Therewasnodamagedone,althoughthewheels(wire)fetchedupwithashockagainstthekerbstone.Mynextbadskidwasonice.Iwasdrivingapowerfulpetrolcar,36h.p.,onafrostboundroad.AllfourwheelswerefittedwithGrosenon-skidbands.Afarmer'scartobligedmetorunoffthecrownoftheroadwheretherewassnow,therestoftheroadbeingroughice.Assoonastwowheelstouchedthesnowthedirectionofthecarwaschanged.Thefrontwheelploughedupthebank,andstruckaglancingblowatthewall.Thebackwheelatthesametimestruckthebank,andtheshockwassomewhatdistrib-uted,theresultbeingtwobentaxles,straight-enedatthecostof£8,andadamagedfronttyre.Mylastskidwasthemostserious.Iwasdrivingalargecarweighingsome25cwts.downahillongranite.ThedrivingwheelswerefittedwithDescleenon-skidbands.Atramcarwassightedsomeeightyyardsbelowonasingleline,andImovedtotheleft.Thecarskidded.Igotitstraight;itskiddedagain,andthetramdriverpulledup,lbutmycarswungcompletelyround,andthelefthandhindwheelswungintothefrontofthetramcarwithsufficientforcetoprojectmyonlypassengeronthebackseatoutofthecarintothefrontportionofthetramcar,wherehecuthishead.Thetoolboxonthestepwassmashedtoatoms,thecarbodywasseriouslydamaged,tensionrod,etc.,broken,andthetramcarwassufficientlypunishedtorequireassistanceinsurmountingthehill.Astherewasacemeteryhandy,Ileftthecarinashed,andgotmypassengertothedoctorinacab.Hewassittingatthetimeofthecollisionwithhishandsinhispockets.Thegranitewassogreasythatitwasdifficulttostandonitwithmygolfingbootson.Luckily,laminsured,butitisevidenttopreventskidding,non-skidsshouldhaveprojectingrivets,andnotsmoothsteelbands.Onice,thesesmoothsteelprotectorsareasourceofdanger.Ihavehadmycarstoppedonahillwiththedrivingwheelsspinningroundallthetime,polishingtheicestillsmoother.Ongreasygraniteandwettramrailstheyareasdangerousassmoothtyres.Ihavebeenmotoringforfouryears,andamhopingtodowithouthorseseventually;butliving950feetabovethesealevel,inaveryhillydistrict,Ihavenotyetfoundanon-skidthatIcandependonforwinterwork.Ifonecouldscrewstuds,bluntorsharp,tosuittheweatherconditions,intoastrongnon-skidband,asonedoesintohorses'shoes,themotorcarmaybedependedupon.Cananyreadermakeasuggestionthatwillenablemetogetridofthreehungryharnesshorses,andusetothefullestextenttwopowerfulcars?SkiddingExperiences.freezingexpands.Messrs.Rolls&Co.circular-isedownersintheUnitedKingdomlastwinterinamannersomuchtothepointandsogenerallyapplicablethatwehastentore-producetheircounselforthebenefitofmotoristsasabody,moreespeciallyofthosewhotravelinCentralOtago,orroamtheCanterburyPlain,orjourneyintheNorth-erninteriorabouttheHautapuValley,Taihape,Waiouru,orfollowtheTaupo-Napierroad,andskimthroughtheRotoruaCountry.1.Besurethatbeforestartingtheenginethewatersystemisatleastsufficientlyfilledtocovertheupperplate(i.e.,filltheradiatingtubes).2.Incaseoftheslightestchanceoffrostallwatershouldbedrainedfromthesystembythecockprovided.3.Inrefillingthesystemincoldweatheralwaysusehotwater.Thisshouldmeltanyiceformedbythefreezingupofanywaterlodgingorcementingthepumptoitscasting.4.Incaseoftheslightestlikelihoodoffrost,takecarenottoturntheenginerounduntilthehotwatersuggestedhasbeenputintothesystem.5.Thewaterinthecoolingsystemshouldbepreventedfrombecomingacid,eitherbyfrequentlychangingthewater,orbyadditionofasmallamount(sayahandful)ofcommonwashingsoda,otherwisetheironworkorelectrometalsmaybedissolvedorcorrodedaway.6.Shouldthepumpstopthroughthebearingsseizingorsomeforeignsubstancegettingintoit,thecarneednotbestopped,asthewatercanstillflowthroughthepump,andaslongasthewatersystemisnearlyfull,evenofboilingwater,thecylinderswillbesufficientlycooledforallordinarypurposes.Ioftenputwaterintomytank,asitcollectsallgritandrubbishintothefunnel,andIcanthuskeepitclean.IsenttheideatooneofthelargestEnglishmakers,andinvitedhimtouseitfreeofcharge,asmyexperienceofpatentsfortheamateurhasbeenverybad,butastheyseemquiteindifferentIammakingapresentoftheideatomotoristsatlarge.Iseenoreasonwhythefittingshouldincreasethecostofacarmorethanafewshillings,asthepublicat-ionofthisarticlewillpreventanypatentsbeingappliedfor.—A.Foster,NewZealand.Mayi,1907.PROGRESS.ChangeAdvertisementsfornextissueshouldreach"Progress"Officenotlaterthantheiothinst.,otherwisetheywillhavetobeheldover.Thelongforeshadowofwinteroughttomakemotoriststhinkofthings:—interaliaofthefactthatwateratthemomentofFrostandWaterCooling.NOTICETOADVERTISERS.Morethan£8,500,000wassubscribedbytrieEnglishpublicformotorcarandassoci-atedventureslastyear,andtheoutlookforBritishmakershasneverbeenbrighter.Britishmotorcarstovalueof£3,500,000weresoldduringthetwelvemonths.Continentalcompetitionhasatlastbeenmetsuccessfully,andtheBritishcarsarenowmorethanholdingtheirown.Someinterestingfigureshavebeencom-piledshowingthepresentposition.Therearenow250,000menengagedinmotoroccupations,120,000motorcars(tyrevalueatabout£4,800,000)onBritishroads,813motoromnibusesinLondon,157motormakersintheLondonPostOfficeDirectors.Morethan5,000omnibushorsesdisappear-edfromtheLondonstreetslastyear.Therehasbeenadecreaseofnearly500inthenumberofhorseomnibuseslicensed,andanincreaseof565motoromnibuses.Therearenowtwentynewspapers,weeklyandmonthly,inLondondevotedtomotortopics.InthecountyofLondonthereare21,000registeredcars,£25,000havingbeenspentondrivinglicenseslastyear.Theamountpaidinwagestothe100,000chauffeurs,andthe150,000menemployedinvariouswaysinthemotorindustry,isestimatedatover£15,000,000fortheyear.BritishMotorCars.£15,000,000INWAGES.254


