
THE DICKIE-BROWNSTAMP-SELLER,WereadinTheTimesthat,"withtheapprovalofthePostmaster-GeneralandtheFirstCommissionerofWorks,therewasplacedintheMembers'LobbyoftheHouseofCommonsapenny-in-the-slotautomaticmachineforthesaleanddeliveryofpostagestamps.""Thecontrivance,whichisenclosedinahandsomeoakcasespeciallydesignedforitsreceptionbyMr.Ridge,theClerkofWorksoftheHousesofParliament,standsneartheentrancetotheLegislativechamber,betweentheletterboxandthetelegraphcounter."Sincetheabove(whichreferstotheDickie-Brown-Stampseller)appeared,welearnthatthemachinehasbeenplacedontestattheStreetPostOffices,thelatterinstalmentbeingasmuchfortheconvenienceofthemembersoftheLondonstockExchangeasforthegeneralpublic.InviewofthefactthatMessrs.DickieandBrownareNewZealanders,afewdetailsregardingttiemechanismoftheinvention,whichhaspassedthrougheverytestsatisfactorily,andthecourseadoptedforitsexploitation,cannotfailtointerestourreaders.Onreferencetoourillustration,itwillbeseenthatthemachineisunpretentious,butcompact,being13in.inheightand7in.inwidth.Theleathershield,A,hasbeenraisedinordertoshowtheslot,B,forpennies.Onplacingthepennyintheslotthehandle.C,isliftedinthedirectionindicatedbythearrow,whereuponthestampfallsontothedeliveryshoot,D.Themechanismissofinelyadjustedthatitrejectsallspurious,overworn,orforeigncoins.Thus,ifaFrenchorItalianpennybedroppedintheslot,itispromptlyreturnedtothewould-bepurchaserthroughthedeliveryshoot,D.Further,ifthesupplyofstampsshouldbecomeexhausted,asmallmetaldiscmakesitsappearancebearingthewords"empty."InWellingtonthemachinesold7886pennystampsinthreeweeks,andwhileinuseinLondoneachmachinehadmorethantrebledthelocaltakingsforthesameperiod.WelearnthatMr.J.H.BrownrecentlyleftforLondononbusinessconnectedwiththeDickie-BrownCompany,whichhasbeenregisteredinthatcitywithacapitalof£60,000,itsobjectsbeingthemanufactureandsaleoftheinvention.Mr.R.J.Dickieproposestofollowhispartneraboutthemiddleofthismonth,andwemayconcludethatthemachinehascometoberegardedascommerciallypossible.TheDickie=BrownAutomaticStamp-Seller.\u2666ASuccessfulInvention.ProportionallyNewZealandiseasilyfirst.AsthenumberofpatentsissuedintheUnitedKingdomeveryyearissomethingGovernmenttoreducethefees,andtoincreasethefacilitiesforobtainingprotectionforinventions.Heitwaswhoheardof,andunearthedfromtheirburialplaceattheoldMountCookbarracks,manycasesofBritishspecificationsandgotthembound.More-over,hegotthegovernmenttogettheLondonPatentOfficetorenewthepractice,whichhadbeendiscontinued,ofsendingoutthespecificationsandotherpublicationsofgreatimportancetoinventors.Hewasalsothemeansofgettingoutsimilarpublicationsfromothercountries,andthuswasbeguntheformationofthelargeandvaluablelibrarynowinourPatentOffice.InconjunctionwiththelateMr.Cumin,Mr.Haseldendraftedthesubsequentlegis-lationmentionedabove,keepingitonthelinesoftheBritishstatutelaw,andhisworkindraftingtheregulationsoftheofficeiswellknown.Whenitwasfound,inconsequenceoftheincreasedbusiness,largelyduetotheenergyofMr.Haselden.thatthestaffre-quiredtobeaddedto,Mr.Lewiswasfirstappointed,andspeedilywonhiswaytothefrontbytheindustry,care,andabilitysowellappreciatedbyallthenumerousclientsoftheoffice,towhomhispromotiontheotherdaytothechiefpositiondidnotcomeasasur-prise,andwithwhomitisexceedinglypopular.SomeyearsagoMr.Haselden'srestlessenergydidfulljusticetothepolicyorderedbytheHouseofRepresentatives(onthemotionofMr.O'Neill)ofprintingallthespecificationsinthePatentOfficeandlitho-graphingallthedrawings.Butretrench-ment,thespoilerofsomuchgoodworkinthepublicservice,becominginsistent,thatbeneficialmethodofspendingthesurplusrevenueofthePatentOfficewasputastopto,andthemoneywasdivertedtotheordin-aryworkoftheState.Mr.Haseldenthere-uponstartedtheplanofpublishingalistofapplications,andotherparticulars,inafortnightlysupplementtotheN.Z.Gazette,andhissuccessorwasabletoimproveonthatplanbypublishingextractsfromthespecifications,withreducedillustrations.Thestudyofsuchinformationmustbeaneducationtomechanicsandothers,andmustleadtofurtherinventionswhichwilladdtothepoweroftheColony,anditswealth.UntilthepassingofthepresentActtherewasnoappealfromthedecisionofthePatentOfficer.Thiswasfelttoentailtoogreataresponsibilityonhim,andtobelikelytocauseseriousinjurytolitigants.Oneresultwasthatitwasthecustomtogranteveryapplication,unlesstherewastheclearestevidenceagainstit,whichwasveryseldom.UnderthepresentlawthereisarightofappealtotheSupremeCourt.Thestatis-ticsoftheoffice,however,showthatappealshavebeenfewandhavegenerallyendedinthedecisionoftheRegistrarbeingupheld.Theofficeisanimportantone,beingbothexecutiveandjudicial,andasfreefrompoliticalcontrolorinterferenceasthatofaJudge.DoourpeopletakeadvantageofthePatentOffice?Thefollowingtablesuppliesananswer.ItshowsthenumberofpatentapplicationssentfromvariouscountriestotheUnitedKingdomandtheUnitedStates.like30,000,andthenumberissuedintheUnitedStatesissimilar,andallthesearereviewedmoreorlesseffectuallyintheliteratureofthePatentOfficeLibrary,theadvantageofthatinstitutioncanhardlybeoverrated.Astotheprotectioninternationallyen-joyedforpatents,itiswelltoknowthatbytheagreementoftheInternationalConven-tionitisprovidedthattwelvemonthsprotec-tionisguaranteed,toeverypatentappliedforinanycountry,inalltheothercountriesoftheConvention.Thesecountriesformingtheunionare,Belgium,Brazil,Cuba,CuracaoandSurinam,DenmarkwiththeFaroeIslands,EastIndiaColoniesoftheNetherlands,DominicanRepublic,France,AlgeriaandColonies,GreatBritain,Italy,Germany,Japan,Mexico,Netherlands,NewZealand,Norway,PortugalwiththeAzoresandMadeira,Queensland,SantoDomingo,Servia,Spain,Sweden,Switzerland,Tunis.UnitedStatesofAmerica.TheAustralianStates(Queenslandexcep-ted)are,itwillbeseen,notinthelist;neitherisCanada.However,separatearrangementshavebeenmadebetweenthetextofUnitedStatesspecificationssince1905arealsointheLibrary.Britishmethodsaresometimesdecriedasold-fashioned,butinregardtoPatentpublicationstheycompareveryfavourablywiththoseoftheUnitedStates.Britishinventionsaredividedintoillustratedab-ridgementclasses,whichgiveafairoutlineoftheinventionwithasmallillustration.Thisissufficienttoenableanyonetotellataglancewhethertheinventionisthesame,orsimilartotheonethatheissearching.Inaddition,theseabridgementsareaccuratelyindexed,andarerightup-to-date.TheUnitedStateshasnosuchprinted,classifiedabridgements.TheannualindexofEnglishPatentsfor1906isnowtohand,butthecorrespondingAmericanindexfor1905hasnotvetbeenreceived.PROGRESS.Mayi,1907.otherStatesandNewZealandtotheaboveeffect.Canadais,moreover,suretocomeinshortly.ThecreditofbeingthefirstNewZealandinventorissharedbyMessrs.G.G.Purchasand.J.Ninnes,ofOnehunga,whomadeanapplicationforaPatentasjointinventoisforthepreparationofNewZealandflax.Thisapplicationwastheforerunnerofalargenumberofinventionsofthesameclass.TheLibraryinconnectionwiththePatentOfficeisopentothepublicduringthehoursofbusiness,and.containstheprintedspeci-ficationsofGreatBritain,Australia,andUnitedStates.TheKnglishspecificationsalonenownumberabout30,000ayear.Theyarecon-tainedin150largevolumes,whichoccupyapproximately1,000feetontheshelvesoftheLibrary.Thesespecificationsdatefrom1617tothepresentyear,andeveryyeartheyaresentoutalmostassoonastheyarepublished.Australiahasalsorecentlystartedtoprintherspecifications.TheabridgmentsofspecificationsofCanada,UnitedStatesofAmerica,andthecomplete250U.K.Canada156NewZealand130Victoria109NewSouthWales60India54U.S,3924836215U.K.Canada156NewZealand130Victoria109NewSouthWales60India54U.S,3924836215


