
ProgressWithwhichisIncorporatedZtoeScientificmewZtealanfcet.plantingis1,400.Thesurveyor-general,1Mr.Marchant,inhisreportof1904.wrote:—1Itwillbeadmittedthatthiscolonyshouldneverbeallowedtodriftintothepositionofhavingtolookforitssuppliesoftimbertoothercountries.whichatthebest,areverydistant,andinallprobabilitywillhaveintheinterestsoftheirown:inhabitantstoprohibittheextensiveexpo-tatior.oftimberIhavethereforetorecommendthattheoperationsoftheForestryBranchofthisDepart-mentintree-plantmgbeconductedonascaleatleastequivalenttotheestimatedrequirements.Thepositionispatheticinonerespect:wehadamplewarningthirtyyearsagoofwhatwascoming,andwetookstrongmeasuresthentocopewiththerequirementsoftheposition.OneofthemostbrilliantideasofthelateSirJuliusVogel—whohadsomanybrilliantideasthefruitofhisveryablefarseeingintelligence—wasthecreationofaDepartmentofForestry,andtheappoint-mentofCaptainCampbellWalkeratitshead,whowasselectedfromtheIndianForestryDepartmentwhichhadthenreducedforestrytoafineart,controlledbyasetofsplendidofficers,ofwhomtheCaptainwasoneoftheablest.Heservedayearorso,andwassuccededbythelateProfessorKirktheeminentauthority,whosewritingsonthesubjectofthefloraandtheforestationofthecountryarestandardstothisday.Butthecheeseparingpolicyoftheearlyeighties,forwhichParliamentwascollectivelyrespon-sible,putanendtothegoodwork,and,foratime,wasteondneglectworkedtheirwillintheforestsoftheland.AfterafewyearstheseriousnessofthepositionwasoncemorertaliseclbytheGovernment,andtheforestlawswereenactedofwhichabriefsketchwillbefoundinanarticlepublishedelsewhereto-day.AForestDepartmentwascreatedwithintheLandsDepartmentandMr.MatthewswasappointedChiefForester.Hehasdonesomeexcellentwork,asweproposetoshowinafuturearticle.Thedoublenecessity,economicandclimatic,forimmediatere-forestationhasbeenprovedwithstartlingemphasis.Ithasalsobeenprovedthatenlightenedforestryismostprofitable,directlyandindirectly,to•theState.Politicalauthority,moreover,isinitsfavour.Thecountryhasnotforgottentheem-IphaticpronouncementofthelateMr.LSeddonontheneedfornursingtheforests-thatremain,andtheplantingofthe-forestsofthefuture.InadditionwehaveinthepresentMinisterofLandsamandevotedtothecauseofenlightenedandvigorousforestry.Thetimeismorethanripe,andthecircumstancesaremostfavourableforaforwardpolicyintherightdirectionofsubstantial,thatistosayofcolossalpropor-ions,onthebasisoftheestablishedsystem.ItremainsforthepeopleandtheLegislaturetoseethatsuchapolicyisinaugurated.HighSpeedandEconomy.NewZealandmaybereckonedamongstthecountriesoftheworldwhichhaveexperiencedtheremarkablefeatsofmotor-cars,notspeciallybuilttowithstandtheextraordinarywearandtearofrunningoncattletracks.True,theroadsbetweenWellingtonandNapierareinmanypartsexcellent—gradeandsurfacebeingeasilyconducivetospeed—butinthemaintheyareasunfitforfairgoingasitispossibletoconceive.Intheordinarycourse,wefindgradeupongradeof1in15downto1in4;thedeckingofbridgessomefourorfiveinchesabovetheroadlevel,analmosttotalabsenceofdirectionsigns,andagreatlackofcourtesyonthepartoftrafficimpeders.Still,inthefaceofthesedeterrents,itispossibletoachievesomeexcellentresultswithagoodcarincapablehands.The"Gladiator"maybefairlytermedanaristocratamongstmotorcars.SmallwonderthenthatunderthechargeofMr.J.Wilkinson,whocommencedhistouroftheworldwithNewZealand,a4-cylinder18-28h.p.machineofthismakeshouldcompletethedistancebetweenWellingtonandNapier,which,withunavoidabledeviationsamountedonthisoccasionto240miles,in10hrs.20min.Therunningwasalsoofgreatinterestfromthepointofviewoffueleconomy.Withatankcontainingamixtureofbenzineandpetrol,theentirejourneywascompletedon10gallons,oratanaverageof24milestothegallon.Nostopwasmadetorectifyatyretiouble—FrenchDunlopsarefamousfortheirreliability—norwasthereoccasiontouseaspannerortoolonanypartoftheengine.Thebesttimesontheflatwereaccomplishedeasilyataconsistent40milesperhour.Thereturnjourneywasmadewithoutastopinninehours,andMr.Wilkinson,fromtheexperiencegained,statedhesawapossibilityofdoingitineight.Mr.WilkinsonproceedsfromhereteAustralia,thencetoChina,Japan,IndiaancEurope.Vot,.lI.—No.7.Monthly.][Price:6dPerCopy;6/6PerAnnumposted,orinadvance5/-WELLINGTON,N.Z.,MAYi,1907TheTimberSupplyofNewZealand.ThiswaswrittenbytheWashingtoncorres-pondentofaBritishnewspapersyndicateinFebruary,1907:—NothinginthiscountryisgrowingbyleapsandboundsYlikeYthetimberproperties.ThepinchiscomingTheprodigalwasteofyearsiscreatingapaucityofdesirabletimbertracts.ApieceoflandinWVirginiacoveredwithspruceandhemlock,andpurchasedfiveyearsagofor12,000dols.,wasrecentlysoldfor500,000dols.Think—^24ooturnedinto.£IOO,OOOmfiveyears'Andwithoutanhourslabourorashillingexpenditure.AndthefoolGovernmentsofAustraliaarefollowingthesamecourseTimberiscutdownandrushedawaybythesquaremilewithouttheslightestattemptatre-forestationbeingmade.Australiaislivingonitsforestcapitaljustasithasdoneonitslandasset.In1875CaptainCampbellWalker,oftheIndianandNewZealandForestryDepart-ments,hadwritten:—ItisincumbentontheGovernmenttotakeearlystepstosecureadequatereservesforfuturesupplyandclimaticconsiderations,reducewastetoaminimum,andsecureapropershareofpublicrevenuefromthevaluablewoodedarearemaininginitshands,aportiontobedevotedtoreplantinghillsidesandplainsdestituteoftimber.Bythismeansweshallvirtuallytransferthewealthoftimberfromplaceswhereitissuperfluoustowhereitismostrequired,andbenefitbothlocalities,bothdirectlyandindirectly,bydoingso.Noforestisinexhaustibleunlesssystematicallyworkedonprincipleswhichinsurethecapitalnotbeingtrenchedupon,andtheincomealoneutilised.Oursketch(to-day)ofthetimberindustryofNewZealandshows,onthebestofficialauthority,thattheforestsmustbeexhaustedinseventyyears.Theareaofannualdenu-dationis40,000acres,whilethatofre-EDITORIALCOMMENT.PROGRESSWithwhichisIncorporatedTHESCIENTIFICNEWZEALANDBR.ProgresswillbemailedregularlyeverymonthtoanyaddressinthecolonyonprepaymentoftheAnnualSubscription—6/6perannumposted,orinadvance,5/-ToAustraliaorUnitedKingdom,5/6inadvance.Allcommunicationstobeaddressed:"TheEditor,Progress,ProgressBuildings,Cubastreet,Welling-ton."Telephone22^4-******Incaseofchangeinaddress,orirregularityofthispapers'sdelivery,subscribersshouldsendimmediatenotice.PublishedMonthlybyBaldwin&>Rayward.PatentAttorneys,71LambtonQuay,Wellington,N.Z.


