
Not withblinded eyesight poring over miserable
books. —TennysonOnoccasions,mostlyafterdinner,theNestorsofourprofessionarewonttogivecounselandadvicetotherisingyouththereof,andsometimestotellstoriesoftheirearlystruggles.Thenwehearhowtheywelteredintheseaofignorance,andhewedtheirwaywithdifficultythroughpathlessforests,withnoguide,or,atbest,few,andthoseofdoubt-fulknowledgeofthecountryThealmostuniversaldullnessoftechnicalliter-atureisaphenomenonwhichcallsforsomeexplan-ation.Itiscertainlynotduetothesubjectmatter;scienceandengineeringarenotonlyofabsorbinginterestinthemselves,butalsotouchmodernlifeatsomanypointsthatfewpeoplearelackingincuriosityrespectingthemItmaybeinpartowingtothetechnicalitiesofthelanguageinwhichitiswritten,butthatoughtnottobeadrawbacktoengineersThecheapretortthatthedulnessisinthereadercannotpassmusterforamoment.Nodoubtifamantriestoreadwhathedoesnotunderstandheisnotmuchinterestedinit;itwereanabuseoftermstosaythatHomeri3dulltothemanwlaoknowsnoGreek—itismerelyunintelligibletohim.ButanyonecouldnamehalfadozentechnicalworksAvhichhecanunderstandperfectlywell,butwhichhefindstootediousforwords.Therealexplanationis,inallprobability,that,evenwhentheauthorsareengineers,expertsinthesubjectmatter,theyareamateurwriters.Theyknowwhattheywanttosaybuttheydon'tknowhowtosayitTheylackskillofexpressionandarrangement,^"andespeciallytheknowledgeofwhattoomitOftenmaterialiscol-lectedfromvarioussources,andthrownatthereaderwithoutanyattemptatharmonisingorassimilatingit.Occasionally,ofcourse,amanwithanaturaltalentforwritingproducesatech-nicalbook,andthen,providedheisnottoohurriedandhasnopressureputonhimtospoilit,aleallyreadablebookistheresult;butingeneialthebooksaredull,notbecausetheauthorsaieeitherdullorignorant,butbecausetheyha\enotlearnedtowrite.Fortunatelytheyarerapidlyteachingtheirreadersthemostimportantlessonmtheartofreading,howtogetatthepithofthematterwhilerejectingtherind;andifwellindexed,sothatthesearchbenottootedious,theydomoregoodthanharmAnother,unhappilyfarmorenumerousclassisthatoftheprofessedwritersoftext-booksThesehavelearnedtowrite,onlybytakingthoughtcouldtheyachieveHieexecrablestylewhichjaisoneverynerveTheusualformulafoithecompos-itionofsuchbooksis—Anintroductionexhibit-ingappallingconfusioninelementalymechanicalideas;wateranalogyinexcess,enoughtodrivethestudenttodrink—anythingbutwviter;sub-stitutesforAmpere'srule—righthandrules,left-handrules,corkscrewrulesandtendrilsofthehopandyine—tillthereaderhardlyknowshisrighthandfromhisleftorcandrawthecorkofthenextbottle;amaodicumofveryelementarymathematics,mostlymisapplied,theprefaceusuallyboaststhatnothingbeyondsimpleequationswillbedemanded;therestnearlyalldescriptionsofdynamosandmotors,orofinstrumentsandswitches,orpaddingaboutenginesandturbines,boilersandcentralstations,switchboardsphotometres,andlamps.'testingjointboxesjointmakingandsoforthHardlyeveristheinformationtobereliedonIm-plicity,har-llveverisitfullenoughonanyonepointtobeofanyusetoanyonegenerallyitcon-cernsthingsmuchbetterlearnedotherwisethanfrombooks,butitstotalmassisenoimousam'stupefyingTheauthorsseemscarcetoknowanythingthoroughlybuttheyknowenoughtomakethemratherexceptionallygoodwircmen(giventhemanualskill)orperhapsevenforemeninworks—butaswriters'—"Breaktheirpens,OLordintheirhands"Anditisonthishogswash,unpalatableandin-nutritions,thatourrisingengmeeisaretobefed,itisforthisthattheyareaskedtorenounceart,scienceandpoetry,politeliteratureandromance,everythingthatgivesflavourandbeautytolifeThereisalowerdeepstill—bookswnttenbytheignorantfortheignorantwhich,notwithstanding,commandalargesaleInwritingfortheleadersoftheFlectric\lRrvirwitishardlynecessarytodomorethanrefertotheirexistenceAfteralltheydobutlittleharm,andaieanindicationofanunsatisfieddesireforknowledgemitselfpraisworthyIfaworkmanorshopmanpreferstospendhisleasureinreading"AllaboutWirelessTelegraphy,""ThestoryofRadium"*or"Elec-ApplicationsforPatents.tncityintheServiceofMan,"fitwillprobablybebetterforhishealthandpocket,andnotmuchworseforhisintellectthanifheweretospenditdiscussinglabourquestions,ortheoddsonthenexthorseraceinhisfavouritebar.technicalliteraturecrystallizedinliberaryform,however,isonlyapartofthetechnicalliteratureoftheworld.Withanarmyofclevermenengagedmresearch,inengineeringpractice,andindesignthroughoutthecivilisedworld,itisonlytobeexpectedthatthema«sofsuchcurrentliteratureshouldbegreatAnyonewhoin-ventsanewswitch,anewmeter,anewclamp,wantstotalkaboutit,andthatnotmerelytohischums,whichispraiseworthy,buttothewholeworldofengineersNowonderthatthegrainsofwheatareapttobelostintheheapsofstrawandstubble.ItisasthougheverydoctorweretoaskthateverycasehetreatsweretobediscussedintheLancet;imaginetheresultifevenahundredthpartofthemcouldgetahearingforatitheoftheircommunications.Technicalliteraturebeingwhatitis,thequestionremainswhattodowithit,sincewecannotdowithoutit.Afewhintstoyoungreadersmaybeuseful—Ifyoufindatechnicalbookwhichitgivesyoupleasuretoread,readitandre-readit,andrecom-mendittoyourfriendsYouhavefoundapearlofgreatprice.Ifyoufindabookdull,don'tattempttoreadit.Itisnearlyaswickedtoreadadullbookasitistowriteoneand.muchmoreunprofitableNodoubtyoumightlearnsomethingfromit,buttliemoialandintellectualdamageontheothersideoftheaccountisincalculable.Consultitsindexandtableofcontentstoseeifithasanythingyouarelikelytowant,and,ifso,putitasideforreference,provideditiswellindexed.Otherwiseletthesecond-handbookseller'haveitwellwithinsixmonthsButdonotmistakedifficultyfordulness.Dul-nessisanirritantpoison,difficultyastimulantandachallengePutitasideforawhileandstrengthenyourattack;nexttime,probably,thedifficultywillvanishReadanoldbook(writtenbeforethetraditionthatanengineershouldbeaculturedgentlemanwasobsolete)ratherthananewone;ifyouhavethelucktofindsuchathingAverycasualac-quaintancewith,currentjournalismwillsaveyoufromacquiringfromitotherobsoleteideas.AlsoreadabigbookratherthanalittleoneonthesamesubjectItsavestimeintheendandworrytooButifthebignessbethatofawindbag,throwthethingawayGotooriginalauthoritieswheneverpracticableratherthantocompilationsabstractsandtext-booUs;youwillhavetogothereintheendifyouwantreallytoknow,anditsaves,timetobeginwiththemCultivatethehabitoftearingtheheartoutofbooksonsomespecialsubjectTakeuponeforpiactice,say,tiansformerleakage,andseewhatyoucanfindoutaboutitonyourshelves.Thatisonewayofrelievingthetediumoftechnicalliter-atureReadcritically,andnevertakeanythingJtorgrantedBeespeciallycautiouswhenastatementbeginswith"Itisevident,"or"Itiseasytoseethat"Theseexpressionsaredangersignals,indicatingthattheauthorcannotprovethestate-mentorhastakenitsecondhandProveityourselfordistiustitSometimesyouwillfindyoucandisproveitGlanceatthepapersreadbeforetheInstitution,andiftheyattractyoureadthemIfnotyoucansafelyputthembytilltheyappearintheJournal,bywhichtimeyouwillknowwhethertheyareworthfuithernoticePresidentialaddressescanalwaysbepassedover,saveintherarecaseswheretheyseteverybodytalkingThenlooktoseewhatthefussisaboutTakeandreadsomeelectricaljournalbutdon'tthinkofreadingitfromcovertocoverReadwhattakesyourfancyTechnicaljournalism,inonerespectistheidealtechnicalliteratureinthatitletsyouknowwhatisgoingonandleavesyoutopickandchoose.Lastly,readwhatyoumustand,whatyoulike—thetwowillbenearlysynonymousifyoureallyloveyourprofession—andlettherestgoOFTECHNICALLITERATURE.Aprili,1907.PROGRESS.\u2666Thesetitles,sofarasIamaware,areimaginary.•fTherearetwobookswiththistitle,theauthorofeachwillkindlysupposeIrefertotheotherAsamatteroffact,Ihavenotlead,andhavenodesiretoreadeither.Tomakeatoporreamercutlargerthanitself,putapieceofwasteinoneflute,enoughtocrowditoverandcutoutononesideonly.Inlargesizes(]inchorover)putastripoftmononesideandletitfollowthetapthrough.Youavillbesurprisedattheresult.ThefollowinglistofapplicationsforPatents,filedmNewZealandduringthemonthending15thMarch,hasbeenspeciallypreparedforProgress.22432—P.Bevenot,Paris,France,andEdeNeveu,Asnieres,FranceExtractingsolidparticlefromfluids.22433—E.J.Hubbard,Wellington:Methodofadvertising.22434G.Reisler,ShotoverRiver:Propeller.22435—J.Stewart,Gore:Draughtattachmentforreaper-and-binder.22436—G.HutchmsonWellington:Seed-sower.22437—J.S.Kirkpatnck,Pukekohe:Doororgatefastener.22438—A.H.Byron,andR.R.Richmond,Wel-lington:Sewingmachine.22439—A.H.Byron,andR.R.Richmond,Wel-lington:Vesselforheatingpurposes.22440—J.H.J,Bowater,Wanganui:Castrating-tool.22441—F.deLautour,Auckland:Marinepropul-sion.22442—T.MorrisDunedm:Body-heatproducer.3.2443E.Spie-S,DnnecM'i,Loose-soclefoiboot*,&C.2-2144—L.T.Reichel,Wellington:Baled-goodsindicator.22445—Y.T.J.Abraham,Wellington:Preparingextractotmeat.22446—AW.Carpenter,London,Eng.:Elastictyre.22447—F.E.Gard,Paddington,N.S.W.,A.R.Polley,Woollahra,N.S.W.,andL.C.R.Jones,Sydney,N.SW•Mailbagfastener.22448—C.E.J.Wilkinson,"Sydney,N.S.W.:En-velope-fastener.22449—D.E.Amesbury,Rongotea,:Spiralwireplugfortobaccopipes.22450—A.J.Bergm,Ro/elle,N.S.W.:Motorcyclebelt22451—TRolley,BrisbaneQ.:Operationcase-ment-window,fianhghts,&c.22452—T.W.Macintosh,Penshurst,N.S.W.:Sheet-metallathing.22453—R.M.Smith,Auckland,N.Z.:Fielddrainpipe22451—J.R.Henderson,andW.G.Thomas,FitzroyVic•Lifting-jack.22455—CheckogramLimited,London,Eng.•Check-ingandregisteringissueoftickets./.JStockalljun.22456—CheckogramLimited,London,Eng.:Debveryandregisteringticketschecks,&c.22457—HJ.A.P>ke,Auckland•Purifyingandsolidifyingkauri-gum22458—GMNicholl,HauitiWedgeforsecuringaxe-handles22450—T.Lane,Wanganui•Securingrubberheelstobootsorshoes.22460—GEBretherton,Makirikin,:Plough.22461—J.E.Holland,Kaiapol\Mowingmachine.22462—EFWoodley.andC.J.Brogden,Master-tonDivisionalblocksforstrawbalingpress.22463—T.J.Gilfedder,AtholSpeedindicator.22464—W.McCallum,Blenheim•Automaticallyplacingwind-willsinandoutofgear.22465—W.G.Barger,Melbourne,Vic•Discplough.22466—\.Beaton,Bamngton,N.SW.•Judgingmachineforfootrunners22467—TWarnerandJ.Kannuluik,Melbourne,VicDrawingofffumesorgasesfromurinals,&c.22468—H.R.Smith,Christchurch:Cuttingthetoesofbootsorshoesoles22469—J.H.,D.,andJ.McEvoy,Sydney,N.S.W.:Bootsfordiggers&c.22470—CheckogramLimited,London,Eng.:Countingandregisteringdeviceforturnstile.22471—SocietadiEsportazionePolenghi-Lombardo,Codogno,Italy•Treatingskimmedmilkandmilkserum22472—A.W.Stone,Fitzroy,Vie.:Hideorskinmeasuringmachine22473—AGillies,Heidelberg,Vie.:Teatcup.22474—WG.Crosthwaite,Leeds,Eng.:Firebarforfurnace.22475—W.HMenceandW.R.Stewart,Latrobe,Tas.:Corrogatedironridgecapping.22476—GE.Bunmng,Dalween,Q.:Fencedropperandwireretainer.22477—RC.GardinerJohnsonville:Incan-descentpetrolgasburner22478—JWWoodandC.J.Ward,Christchurch,Shiftingtramwayrailpointsintopositionfrommovingcar.22479—A.T-Davey,Westminster,Eng.:Militaryequipment.22480—LaSocieteAnonymeWestinghonse,Paris:Jetorsurfacecondenser.ByW.M.M.,inElectricalReview.234


