
The additions to Profesbor Haslam's bungalow
nearRangioraaremhand.Architects,S.&ALuttrell.******Aten-roomedresidenceatKaitunavalleyisincourseoferectionforS.Nutt,Esq.Architects,S&A.Luttrell;contractors,Rickards&Rose.******ThenewMissionSchoolinconnectionwithStMichael'sChurch,LowerRiccarton,isincourseoferection.Thisbuildingwillseat200scholars.Architects,S.&A.Luttrell;contractor,W.Jacques.ThefreeholdofpremisesinHighstreet,Christ-church,occupiedbyFail'srestaurant,hasbeenpurchasedbyMessrs.WallaceandCo.Thepremisesarebeingremodelledandmadeanup-to-datechemist'sshop.Architects,S&A.Luttrell******OurNewPlymouthcorrespondentadvisesthattherearenonewbuildingsofanyimportancebeingcommencedinthedistrict,thoughasawholethebuildingtradeisfairlyactive,owingtotheworkmconnectionwiththelargebuildingsofMessrs.Macky,Logan&Co.,L.D.Nathan&Co,andE.Griffiths&Co.,whicharevigorouslybeingproceededwith,thesecondstoriesnowbeingupThenewTechnicalSchoolandPostOfficearepracticallycompletedConsiderableactivityhasbeenshowninthelastmonthintheerectionofcottages,andalsointhebuildingofoilderricksforthevariouscompaniesabouttostartboring******TheobjectionisoftentakentotheskyscrapingarchitectureoftheAmericans—thatitisuglyanduninterestingtoahighdegree.Asthatstyleofbuildingisgettingneartothiscountry,theopinionofadistinguishedarchitectonthesubjectisofspecialinterest.SirAstonWebb,whowasoverinthe"EmpireCity"latelysaidwithouthesi-tationthathewasdelightedwithwhathehadseen"Thereseems,"hesaid,"tobesomuchlifeandenergyinfusedintoarchitecturebytheprofession.Itsmany-sidedactivitiesareevident,anditsprospectsamongthesisterartsmAmericaareofthebrightest.Thepublicbuildingsincourseoferectionaremostinteresting"******AremarkablestatementwasmadetheotherdaybyCanonHorseley,totheeffectthattheeastendofLondonwasadistrictinwhichnobodywaseverknowntotakeabath.Thisstatementhasbeenstatisticallyifpartiallycorroboratedtoacertainextent.SpeakingofthePeabodybuildingsacontemporary,DailyMirror,remarksthattheyarecertainlynotamodeltobefollowedbypresent-daybuilders.Here,forinstance,isonemattershowing,accordingtomodernstandards,alament-abledeficiency.AttheBlackfnars-roadbuildings,thereisaccommodationfor367families,theactualpopulationbeingabout1,200.Thesepeopleresideinnineteenblocks,andthereisonlyonebathprovidedineachblock.Theuseofeachbathis,therefore,dividedamongsixty-threepeople******OnthesubjectwhichthelegislatureofthiscountrytookagreatdealofinterestinlastsessionofParliament,theallimportantsubjectofscaf-folding,theremarkspublishedinarecentissueoftheCarpenterandBuilder,deserveattention.Scaffoldingisoneofthesubjectsleastknownbygeneralforemen.Theyengageamanespeciallytodotheworkofthisnatureandoftenbeyondtellingthem"where"and"when"theywantittheyleavethe"how"tothescaffolders.Butitisverynecessarythatforemenshouldknowthisparticularpartoftheirbusiness,andtheresponsi-bilitybeingtheirs,theyareadvisedmoststronglytolookmorethoroughlytothissubject.Agoodscaffold,erectedbygoodmen,givesagoodappear-ancetoabuildingandisacredittotheforemanandbuilder.Italsoleadstoanincreasedquantityofworkbeingexecutedmthesamespaceoftime,forthereasonthatagoodscaffoldcanmoreeasilybeservedwithmaterialsthanapoorone,andpossiblythoseworkingonitdosowithamuchbetterwill,too.Building&Architecture.TheArchitecturalEditorwillbegladtoreceivesuggestionsormatterfromthoseinterestedinthissection.Address:ArchitecturalEditor,Progress,ProgressBuildings,CubaStreet,Wellington."COMBINES"ANDAGREEMENTS.Butthosedarkdaysareover,andnowtheGermancementmakershavetheir"cartel'thesameastheironmasters,thesteelrailmakers,andthewiremills.Thereare,moreover,rumoursofaninternationalsyndicate,whichistoembraceEngland,France,GermanyandBelgium.Theideacfitistopreservetoeachproducingcountryitsownhomemarketandtodivideuptheforeignmarketsasevenlyasmaybe.Negotiationstowardsthatendhavebeenmprogressfornearlytwoyears.Theirfirstresultwasa"combine"betweentheGermanandBelgianmakersmthespringof1905forageographicaldivisionoftheDutchmarketSoonafter(April,1905)theEnglishandFrenchproducersarrivedatasimilaragreement,andnotalongstepfartherwouldbeneededtobringEngland,FranceandGermanyintoonefold.The"combines"them-selveswouldnotbeverysignificant,apartfromthegreatimprovementthathastakenplaceoflateintheconditionsunderwhichtheycannowoperate.Whenfirstmootedtheirobjectwastopreventthebottomfallingoutofthemarket.Nowconditionshavebecomesomuchmorefavourablethatpricescannotonlybemamtianed,butadvanced.EFFECTOFTHEEARTHQUAKE.TheearthquakeatSanFranciscogetscreditforhavingstartedtheboomincement.Itdidsoinapsychologicalsense,thoughitwasfarfrombeingtherealcause.HadtherevivalnotbeenalreadymprogresstheSanFranciscoearthquakecouldnothavestartedit.Thequantityofcementlikelytobeneededforre-buildingthecitywillnotbesoenormousaswasimaginedatfirst,anditsconsum-ption"wallt>espreadoverseveralyears.AhundredtimesasmuchwillbewantedforthePanamaCanal,and,atleast,twentytimesasmuchisbeingusednowinrailroadconstructionwestoftheMissouriRiver.TherealeffectoftheSanFranciscoearthquakewastosoundthealarmtocementusersthatthedaysoflowpriceswerepast.Itaccentuatedthegrowingdemandwhichwasalreadyinprogress,andencouragedcementmakerstomakeafirmstandforhigherprices.TheAmericanpositionwassimplerthanourown,insofarasitsufferedchieflyfromoverproduction.Consumptionwasactiveandgrowing,onlyitdidnotkeeppacewiththeoutput,whichwasnotsurprisingmviewofthefactthatthelatterwasestimatedm1904at3,000,000tonsperannum.TheGermantotalforthesameyear,asnearlyascouldbeascertained,was2,500,000tons;theEnglish,1,500,000;Belgian,685,000;French,555,000;Russian,500,000;andmiscellan-eous,500tons.NEWUSESFORCEMENT.Littlewonderthatallthemarketsbrokedownundertheseheavyoutputs.Butitwasonlyatemporarycollapse.Theuseofcement,likethatofironandsteel,wasextendingsorapidlythatitwasboundsoontoovertakeproduction.Newadaptationsofitarecontinuallybeingtried,andwithinvariablesuccess.Everynowandthensomenewformorcombinationofitisheardofamongconstructiveengineers.Untilafewyears agothecementmillswerechieflydependentonthebuildingtr:de.Theyaresostillinmanycountries,andeveninEnglandmorethantheyshouldbe.Butthatislikelytobecomeasecondaryfactorby-and-by.CivilandMilitaryengineerswillsoonbethechiefusersofconcrete.Alreadyithasbeenemployedverysuccessfullyonharbourworks,militaryforts,andrailwayconstruction.ThousandsofyardsofconcretewereusedintheextensionoftheNavalDockyardatChatham.Notonlythefoundationsbutthewalls,roofs,andarcheswerethusformedConcreteblocks,properlyfinished,werefoundtobestrongerandcheaperthantheoldstyleofbrickwallwithconcretebacking.Thelatesttypeofmodernfortconsistsoflinesandcrosslinesofconcreteblocks,formingasoliduniformstructure.Seawallsandretainingwallsofallkindsarenolongermadeofanythingbutconcrete,plainorreinforcedwithsteelThestee,maybeanythingfromJinroduptoaheavygirderFERROCONCRETESLEEPERSTheverylatestnoveltyin"ferro-concrete,"asitissometimescalled,isarailwaysleeperthatisbeingexperimentedwithononeortwoAmericanroads,amongstotherstheLakeShore.Itisoftheusualshapeofasleeper,butthickerandmuchheavier.Alengthofoldrailisimbeddedmtheconcreteandthewholeweighsabout4001b.Shoulditanswer,itwillbepracticallyeverlasting,anditoughttobe,consideringitsfirstcost.Ourownrailwayengin-eershavenotyetgotasfarasferroconcretesleepersbuttheyarebuildingconcretebridges,viaducts,andeventunnels.Manynewlineslatelyconstruc-tedornowunderconstruction,suchastheAxmin-sterandLymeRegisandtheFortWilliamandFortAugustus,havebeenrenderedpracticableonlybytheeconomicaluseofconcreteinplaceofstoneorbrick.Notonlyisthematerialitselfcheaper,butApfciLi,1907.PROGRESS."TheMatronversustheArchitect"isthehead-ingofanoteintheNursingTimeslamentingthedisregardofarchitectstolittlepracticalconsider-ationsaffectingthecomfortofsistersandnurses.Itissuggestedthatwhennewstructuralimprove-mentsornewhospitalsaretobebuiltthematronsshouldbeconsulted.Wequiteagree,butwethinkitwillgenerallybefoundthat,whenthearrange-mentsofanewhospitalaredefectivethecommitteeoftheinstitution,ratherthanthearchitect,aretoblame.Therightsortofarchitectisnot—asmanysuppose—primarilyconcernedwithproducinganimposingelevation,hisfirstandchiefconcernistomeetmthebestpossiblewaythereasonablerequirementsofthosewhowilloccupythebuilding.Mr.NormanShawoncesaidthatwhatgavehimmostsatisfactionaboutScotlandYard(oneofthemostartisticallysuccessfulofmodembuildings)wasthattherewasnotasmokychimneymtheplace.Thearchitectwouldreadilymeetthehospitalmatron'srequirementsastothedispositionofrooms,&c,ifthesewerereportedtohimInonerespecttheearthquakeatKingstonseemstohavebeenablessingindisguise.OnegathersasmuchfromanunsavouryletteraddressedbySirJ.CBrownetoTheTimesHereisthepicturehedrewoftheslummierpartsofthebigJamaicancity—"Thewretchedshantiestenantedbynegroesofthepoorestclasswereinthemostdilapidatedstate,andlookedasiftheymighttoppleoveratanymoment-withouttheassistanceofanearthquake.Theywere,moreover,unsavouryandfilthytoanindescribabledegreeManyofthemwerewithoutsanitaryconveniencesofanykind,andfromsomeofthemthewaterhadbeencutofffornon-paymentofrates,aterribledeprivationinahotclimate.Undersuchcircumstancescleanlinesswasimpos-sible,andthepoorpeoplehadtoborrowwaterfromtheirneighbours,whichIsawthemdoingmcupsandsmallpitcherfulls;ortostealit,andIheardofprosecutionsandpenaltiesforthetheftofthisprimarynecessityofexistence."Tocutoffwaterinacitypeculiarlyliabletodiseasesoftheworsttropicalkindisathingun-thinkableApparentlytheonlythingabletomakeitendurableisadamagingearthquakewarrantedtorecuratstatedintervalsnottoolongAREVIVINGINDUSTRY.WritingintheFinancialTimesMr.W.R.Lawsongivesanencouragingaccountofthepresentpositionandprospectsofthecementindustry.Acharacteristicfeatureofthepresentindustrialboom(hesays)istheenormousdemandforallsortsofrawmaterialsandthelucrativepricestheycommandCoal,iron,copper,andtinhaveallbeenmakingnewrecordsmtheupwarddirection.Tilllatelytherewasoneconspicuousexceptiontothegeneraladvance.CementhadgothopelesslyleftIehindandtheyear1905wasonejftheworstinitshistoryWhileproductionsteadilyincreasedconsumptionfelloffandgluttedmarketsweretheinevitableresult.THERECENTDEPRESSIONThispainfulexperiencewasnotconfinedtooneofthemanyproducingcountries,oreventotwoorthreeItwascommontoEngland,France,Germ-any,Belgium,andinalesserdegreetotheUnitedStates.EventhetremendousoutburstofAmer-icanrailroadbuilding,housebuilding,andotherformsofconstructiononlyalleviatedthedepressionslightly,andatonetimeitwasacute.ButthegreatestsufferersweretheEnglishandGermanmanufacturers.InGermanythereare320cementmills,withanaggregatecapacityofabout28,000,000barrelsperannumIn1902thesalesfellbelowfiftypercentoftheproducingcapacityCementwassometimessoldthenmBerlinatapiofitoflessthandelperbarreltothemanufacturer.Foreignmarketshadtobefoundforthesurplusoutput,consequentlytheiewasuniversal"dumping"andundercutting.TheCementTrade.229


