snow when the ordinary tram car 1s blocked the
motor bus runs along night mernly  In consequence
the General Motor Company has resolved to in-
crease its capital to £500,000, 1n order to operate a
still larger number of Renault and Charron vehicles
It was reported at this company’s recent meeting
that the receipts of the Cify and Suburban Motorcals
Company have exceeded the estimate of 35s. gross
takmgs per day per cab, and that without the use of
the taximeter, which, according to experience in Berhn
and Pans, results in a larger revenue for the company
as well as a steadier wage for the diiver., The
company has m hand a large new garage at Brixton,
where accommodation 15 to be provided for the
housing of over 700 vehicles,
EEE R

The Government of Bombay last month pub-
lished their new rules relating tc motor traffic.
Accordmg to these, all cars must be registered and
carry large numbers. ‘There 1s a general clanse
against reckless driving  No general speed limit 15
fixed, but m the city of Bombay speed must not
exceed fifteen miles an hour, and n roadside villages
within such hmits as may le indicated on a notice
board erected by the District Magistrate shall not
exceed six miles an hour, or such higher rate as may
be shown on the board Heavy vehicles are not 1o
be driven at greater speed than seven miles an hour
There 1s a provision that acetylene lamps must not
be used unless hooded or screencd  No competition
m which more than five cars take part 15 permitted
without tle previcus sanction of Government
Special regulations are made for heavy trafic  No
motor shall proceed at mght where prolibited by the
District Mzgistrate, except i the case of delay by
accident, when a full explanation shall be made .t
the next pelice station

4 4

The question of the cylinders continues m full
blast 1n all the publications devoted to the mterest
of the motor car. As most people who have followed
the controversy are aware, thc champion of the
four cylinder system was Mr Jarrott, while 5 F.
Edge fought for the six cylinder wdea, cluefly, 1t may
be added, m the mmterest of the Napier car, There
was much of rare mterest and still rarer imngenuity
in the contention of the belligerents which the
general public found 1t for obvious reasons difh-
cult to understand  Tlus cause of mystery is about
fo disappear from the contioversy, as a matter of
fact has dirappeared from the convincing ground of
the ofd country. A debate was announced for the
7th of February last under the auspices of the
Automobile Club, on the much discussed question
of s1x cylinders versus four An element of the
mnterest m this debaie was that 1t was to be opened
ry the celebrated and irrepressible Mr Edge The
Motor World of these southern lands will await with
great interest the reports which the expert journals
are to bring us by the ordinary course of mail.

LRI

Already the Motor World (G Britain) 1s prepaiing
for the mnext great autcmobile display, w hich
will be held mn the Agnculitural Hall, London,
April, 1907, Llr:dci the direction: of Messrs Cordingley
and Co  This will te the twelith of the series at the
Agncuitnral Hall and will be remarkable m demon-
strating Brnitish progress alongside of the best
examples of the Contmment, thus affording an
excellent means of comparison. The exhibition has
become ascociated 1n the motor mdustry with the
opening of the selling seaszon of the vear, and make1s
in all the leadmg centres are anxious te secure the
presence of their latest models, 1n which several
notable improvements will be seen  The capacily of
the great hall, with all 1ts subsidiary galleties, &c,
will be taxed to the uttermost to accommaodate the
cars, while the aerc secticrr will be even more inter-
esting than befoie—the many ofiers for prizes for
working mcdels attractmg mscntors from al} parts
of the countiy  Perhaps one of the most interesting
features of the forthcommg exhibition will te the
presence of many new firms, who have been quetly
experimentig with cars or awrships, and will then
introduce their productions to the pubhe,
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Here 15 a fensational accident to the famous 1,000
miles Australian, which has not been 1 print mm this
country yet. It occurred on the ffth day to Mr.
Lewss' De Dion car driven by De Fraga. The
accident shows what freaks a powerful car can be
put thiough when 1t gets out of control

~“ Despite warning on the offical map, De Fraga,
when travelling down a fine stretch of road at a
speed of forty miles an hour, endeavoured to take
a, right angle corner too fast, the result bemg that
the car capnised, throwing both occupants to the
ground, where they were picked up by spectators,
whe were assembled at the corner to watch the car
fly past. The car, after somersaulting, landed on 1ts
wheels, described a complete circle thirty yards
diameter, then dashed into an iron telegraph post,
glanced off threugh & thick hedge and s1x wire fence,
eveniually coming to a standstill about 150 yvards
from the pont of accident. A telegraph message to
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Titanga, two miles distant, soon brought the official
car on the scene accompanied by a doctor. Both
men, although seriously cut and knocked about, had
mraculonsly escaped bioken hmbs, and were out
of danger at the time of wrniting ™
EE S e

The motor car has, 1t 15 observable from the
numerous writings to that efiect, at last produced a
1evolution 1 the sport of shooting  Firstly 1t has
very consilerably enlarged the radins, so that men
can accept 1nvitations now which they could not have
looked at with any chance of showing proper res-
pect to their host m the pre-motor days. Secondly,
the frequent passing along the country roads tends to
check many forms of poaching—it 1s the statement
mag¢le by a gamekeeper m one of the motor jour-
nals  There 1s the obwvious retort that the poa-
cher may increase his gams largely by talang to
motoring  Thirdly, when any messages have to be
sent on emergency service, the motor 1s as useful
as rehable  TFourthly, busy men with much corres-
pondence or writing of various kinds can depend on
therr motors to take them comfortably to the
starting place after a steady mornmg’s work before
breakiast Inifthly, the motor 18 ever o much
better for carrymg the game to rarlway stations or
other places desiredd  Siathly, the motor dust acis
as a useful manure for the fields on either side of the
road  1he latter 1s mserted here not because it 1s
true, but to show the enthusiastic nature of the
motonst whe once sets to work to put s thoughts
on paper.

SECTION O GAULOIS MOTOR TYRE

At the Olympia Show 1l 15 an open secret that the
orcers booked were a dicappomiment {o the exlnlit-
ors, but that is only an ccho of the statistical com-
plamt that last year not less than one and a-half
millions worth of motors were imported fiom France
Into this matter of the competition with Continental,
and particularly French, makers, there 1s now the
fullest enquiry of the chatacteristic Birtish method
of witting to the newspapers ©Out of a mass of
correspondence, much of 1t of the heated order, two
allegations appear to stand out vavidly promipent
they are first that the foreigners advertise their cars
better gettung the mercantile pull over the reaily
better cais of the Britishers, second that the French-
men use steel worth seventy shnllmgs where the
Britisher uses stee]l worth twenty The lever used to
get at the seciets of manufacture 1s that people who
are Lbuymng cars ought to be allowed to know what
they are made of and how they are made  But the
manufacturers all declare that 1t 1s quite enough for
a man to know that the make he has bought has
lasted well, and the secrets of the manufacture are
not to be divulged on any account to men whe have
no night to know things that have taken others a
lifetime to think out at considerable loss of money
and time
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How easy do vou pull up?  That seems to be the
question with a great many owners and drivers.
To this guestion the inswer has been grven with no
uncertamn sound bv an capeniment organiced and
carriedd out at Berhn towards the close of last year
The expenment tock the form of a senes of tnals
testing the chstance in which motor cars could be
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brought to a standstill as compared with horse
vehicles. These were under the auspices ot the
Automobile Technical Society, and they were des-
fined to throw bght on the course the German
legislatuie was to be asked to follow m the matter of
motor regulation

The following are the distances travelled after the

I

stop ™' signal was given.—

Meotor cabs v Horsed cabs.
5 00 metres 28.00 metres.
4 50 " *3.00 .
390 o *8.28 v

6 50 . 16.00 .

*'hese cabs were provided with footbrakes.
Freight motor vehicles. Two horse freight vehicles,
4 () metres 22 00 metres

180 1800
The motor wvehicles were 16hp, and 2Z8h.p.

Daimlers, respectively. The horse vehicles had
handbrakes
Self propelled first-aid
fire engine T, One-horse lorry.

8 80 metres 16 60 metres
The motor vehicle was a 32 h p. Gaggenau fitted
with anti-skids, The IMorse vehicle had a handbrake.

Cars @, Two-horse

carriages.
0 67 metres 17 00 metres
8 65 . 18.40 '

The first motor car was a 50h p. Opel; the car-
riages were provided with handbrakes.

Llectric cab v. Horse cab.
12 00 metres 24.00 metres
11 60 . 18.00

First aid fire engine (travelling at 30 kilometres
per hour) v motor bus (with full complement of

passengers)
8.50 metres 5.00 metres.
Motor bus o One-horse bus.
4 50 metres 12 30 metres
11.60 ,, 18.00

A 10h p. Dammler brewer's dray, ron shed, and
built in 1898, stopped 1n 3 40 metres.
*Motor car at top speed v. Two-horse carrage.
26.00 metres 25 00 metres
*This was the only contest in which the motor
vehicle was beaten
CRE I

Melbourne will soon have one of the largest types
of fire fighting machines, as Messrs, Merryweather
and Sons have just slupped to the Melbourne Fire
Brigade a new petrol motor engine of improved
desigr. The machine, which 1s driver by a four-
cyhnder motor of 40 to 50 h.p has treble-barrel Hat-
field pumps, which are put in gear with the motor
when the engine arnves at the fire, the road wheels
betng put cut of gear wlule the pump 1s running.
The speed of the machine on the road 15 up to forty
miles per hour on the level, and at the works fest a
gradient of 1 m 6 was easily chmbed with men and a
full set of gear on board. The capacity of the pumps
15 400 gallons per munute, and a Jet can be thrown
about 140 feet lugh, The frame 1s of steel, mounted
on artillery wheels with sohd rubber tyres, The
1ignition systemm for the motor 18 1 duplcate,
magneto, battery, and col bewmnp fitted, and the
water cooling 1s most efficient A rotary pump is
provided, and also a connection to the main pump
for use while worling at a fire There are three
speeds forward and one reverse, the gear box and
gears bemng of specially strong pattern, the whole
apparatus bemng designed for hard wear and reha-
bility. A large hose box 1s fitted, holding over 1,000
feet "of hose, and two hand fire engines are alco
carried. A smaller macline of the same type has
new been 1n use 1n the Sydney Fire Brigade for some
time with very satisfactory results, 1ts advantages
bemg that 1t can turn out mnstantly on an alarm,
travel at a far greater speed than a horse maclune,
and commence work at full power immediately on
its arrival at a fire.

EEERE:

The Londen form of open air entertainment 1s the
sicleshp seance, which takes place mightly, weather
permittmg  and 15 rapudly growing i popularity.
The most favourite locality for the full enjoyment of
the fun 15 that portion of the Strand between, Well-
mgton street and Savoy street, and 1n the few’yards
which divide these thoroughfares there as more
excitement to the superfimal foot than any other
district 11 the Metropohs can furmish. Several
hundreds of people lmed the Strand recently at the
pownt mdicated where the greasy mud lay nearly
a foot thick and waited for the motor ommnibuses to
supply the entertainment. Now and agam a
Vanguard, an Arrow, or one of the others, swerved
with promising swiftness towards the kerb, but
nothing really exhilarating happened, and whenever
an onuubus arrived from somewhere without up-
rooting an electric hght standard or scooping out a
shop front or two the spectators yanwned and looked
discouraged, * I don't think I shall wait,” said one
front-row man to s neighbour ' There doesn't
seem to be anytlung domng ; besiudes they are getting



