
Thetinsmiths'room,nowalmostdesertedduringthefruitseason,employed19handslastwinter,whowereable,withtheirup-todatemachinery,toconstructalargequantityoftins,ofvarioussizes,toholdtheyear'soutputoftinnedfruitsandjam.Whenweconsiderthatonesolderingmachineiscap-ableofsoldering11,000tinsperday,weareimpressedwiththeideathatifperfectioninthislinehasnotbeenquitereached,thefirmhasgotwithinmeasurabledistanceofit.Wemustnotforgettomentionthattinsarewashedinboilingsodawater,totakeawayanystrayacidthatmayhaveadheredtothemintheprocessofsoldering,andthentheyarethoroughlyrinsedincleanwater.Bottlesarewashedinanequallycarefulmanner./Japanning,sealing,labelling,andpackingneednotbedescribedindetail;itissuffic-hibitions.Itwouldbetedioustomentionthewholeofthevariousawards,consistingofgoldandsilvermedals,andmanyhonourablementions.PerhapsthehighestawardofthemallisthegoldmedalgainedattheEx-hibitionofColonialProductsheldlastyearatSt.George'sHall,Liverpool.ProbablyallthecolonialbranchesofthegreatpreservinghousesofEnglandcompetedonthatoccasion,andthegainingoftheGoldMedalforexcell-enceisafeatuponwhichMr.Kirkpatrickistobecongratulated,andofwhichNelsonmaywellbeproud.But,afterall,thesupremetestofexcell-enceisthegrowingdemandforthegoodsofthewell-known"X"brand.Thebusinesshassteadilyexpanded,notonlyinNewZealand,butinAustralia,andeachyearshowsalargeroutput.WhatthismeanstoNelsondistrict,nottoPROGRESSAprili,1907.bemadeofthefruitthatiscannedandboiledwhole.Fruitofevenqualityandsizeisselected;thisisputintothetinsorglassjars,whicharethenfilledwithaclearsyrup,heatedbysteam,andthenher-meticallysealed.Nofruitisputupinwateralone.Itoftenhappensintheheightoftheseasonthatsuppliesarrivetooquicklytobeimmed-iatellymadeintojam.Theprocessof"pulping"isthenresortedto.Thefruitissimplyplainboiled,withoutanychemicalpreservative,andsealedupinlargetinsuntiltherushoftheseasonisover,whenitisturnedintojamintheusualway.Passingintothe"kitchen,"thevisitorseessixlargecopperpans,inwhichthefruitintendedforjamisboiledbysteam.Thesearecapableofmaking10tonsofjamperday,enoughtofill10,000glassjars.mentionotherplaces,whichmayandwillprofitbytheobjectlessonwhichthisindustrypresents,onlytheresidentsofNelsonandad-joiningdistrictscanfullyrealise.Inpastyears,manyastrugglingfamilyhasbeenmateriallyhelpedbyfindingasteadymarketforthetomatoesandotherfruitandvege-tablestheywereabletoraiseontheirsmallholdings,tosaynothingofthechequesearnedbypickingblackberriesonwastelands,oroftheemploymentinthefactoryitself,thestaffnumberingabout100inthebusiesttime.Butnowthatthebusinesshasassumedsomuchlargerdimensions,theinfluenceonthecommunityisbecomingmoremarked.Oneseesaveryremarkabledevelopmentofmarketgardeningintheraisingofcrops,whichformthestapleofKirkpatrick'sbusi-ness.Besidesthenumeroushothousesfortheienttosaythateveryiteminthemanipul-ationofthevariousproductsdealtwithdis-playsevidenceofthesameforethought,carecleanliness,andtransparenthonestythatcharacterisethewholeestablishmentHithertowehavespokenonlyoffruits;butMessrs.KiikpatrickandCo.preservegreenpeas,forwhichthereisalargeandin-creasingdemand.Theymakepickles,sauceslemoncheese,mincemeat,andahostofotherknick-knacks,toonumeroustomention,butindispensabletothemoderndomesticcnxsine.Peppers,spices,andbakingpowder,withothergoodsofasimilarnature,areincludedinthefirm'soperations.TheestimationinwhichMessrs.Kirk-patrickandCos.productionsareheldmaybegaugedbythelargenumberoftrophiesthathavebeenawardedtothematEnglish,Colonial,andContinentalEx-bird'seyeviewoffactorypremisesfromhill.
filledupwithfruit,whichwasbeingtakeninfromthegrowers'carts,examined,weighed,andpassedintothesortingroomattherateof25to30tonsperday."NeathandedPhyllisandhercompanionswerebusysortingthefruitinthenextroom,pullingoutstalks,strayleaves,andoccas-ionallyadefectivefruit.Butverylittletroublefromthelattersourceisexperienced,asgrowersknowthatonlyproductionsofthebestqualitywillbeacceptedbythefirm.Thefruitissortedintotwoclasses,onelottobecannedwholeinsyrup,andtheothertobeboileddownintojam.Onlyonekindofsugarisusedthroughout,theColonialSugarGo's.No1;andthusthebestsugar,com-binedwiththebestfruit,notmorethan24hoursfromthetrees,oughttogiveanddoesgive,aproductthatishardtoequal,andimpossibletobeat.Specialmentionshould219


