
animal,havingfixityoftype,canbeevolvedremainstobeproved;somuchdependsuponfeed,situation,andsoil.Itisveryclearthatthebestauthoritydoesnotbelievethatthedesiredtypehasbeenevolvedyet.Breedersarecomingroundtotheopinionthat,asinEnglandandScotland,thetypesofsheepbredwilldifferwiththedistrictstheyarebredin.Inotherwords,theyhaverealisedMr.Murphy'scautiousaphorismthat"somuchdependsonfeed,situationandsoil."Tostartonadiscussionastowhatthebestsheepistobreedfrom,would,underthesecircumstancesbetoembarkonavoyagewithouthopeofanend.ItisenoughtosaythatthefavouritecrossesarewiththeShrop-shireandtheLeicester,whiletheLincolnhashisadmirers,andwereitnotforthefactthathiswoolisundesirabletheSouthdownwouldbyreasonoftheexcellentqualityofhismutton,takethepalmeasily.Inadditionitmaybeadvisabletosaythatasheep,theRoscommon,hasbeenrecentlyimportedfromIreland,ofwhichitisclaimedthatwhilegrowinganenormouscarcaseofexcel-lent,tendermutton,heclipsahugefleeceofveryfairquality.Ifanyonewantstoseeasharpcriticismofthisanimallaidonwithaflail,intendedforthebackofthewholebenchofministers,lethimreadtheremarksrecordedtothecreditoftheLeaderoftheOppositioninthecolumnsofthatvoluminouspublication,Hansard.Ifhelikestheflagellationofhisneighbourhewillbeedifiedmuch.If,ontheotherhand,hewantstolearnsomethinginfavouroftheRoscommonsheep,withrefer-encestohissuitabilitytotheNewZealandclimateandsoil,hewillconcludethatthegovernmentofthedaycameearlytotheconclusionthatthecolumnsofHansardwerenotcreatedforthepurposeofdiscussingthemeritsofrivalstudsheep,evenofthosethepassagesofwhichtotheseshoreshavebeenpaidbythegovernmentofthecountryoutofthemoneysofthebleedingtaxpayer.Thelastsceneinthecareerofafleeceoiwoolgrownfortlemarketisinthesaleroom.Nowadays,acertainproportionofwoolissoldinthelocalmarket,butthebulkoftheclipsofthecolonyisgenerallysoldinLondon;consequently,themaininterestofthegrowercentresinthelatterplace.Thescenetherewhentheusualcatalogueofmanythousandbalesisofferedisofanatureastonishingtoeverycolonistwhoseesitforthefirsttime.Itisleduptobythesamepreliminariestowhichheisaccustomedinhisowncountry,for3Tourwoolgrdwerisaconstantattendantatthewoolsaleswheiaeverintownfromhisfarm.Thesearethe1displayofwoolbalesallopenwithpartsofthefleeceshangingoutfortheinspectionoftheexperts.FirstletusdigresstotalkofBradfordTops,thetermsomystifyinginthereportsofpricesfrom"ourspecialcorrespondentinthewoolmarket."Thesearethewoolasitcomesreadyforspinning,soft,white,clean,andsilky.Itisawondertotheeyeandarevel-ationtothetouchofthemanaccustomedtohandlegreasywoolandboastthatheisnotashamed,thankHeaven,todirtyhishandswhenheisearningbread,nothe.Thestuffiswoundupinballs,andtotheseballsanumberisattachedwhichnumberhastheattentionoftheexpertbuyereverytime.Thesearefromsay"32"to"62"asaruleinthemarketsthatmostdoconcernourpeople.Theyarethecruxofthewholebus-iness,fortheydenotethenumberofhanksthatgo,oftheirparticularballtomakeuponepoundweight.Thefewerthehanks,thecoarserthewool,thatisthesimplerule.Itisthebusinessoftheexperttoknowalmostatthefirstglancehethrowsintoabaleofthereverseisthecase,andthegrowerhasthepleasureoffindingachequeattachedtotheaccountaccordingtothemeasureoftheexcessofthepriceovertheadvance.Buttheaccountsarespelledoutinthesameleis-urelyfashion."CanweaffordatriptoEurope?"or'Shallwehaye1todismissthegardener?"Thesequestionsmarkthelimitsofthespeculationsproducedbythereceiptoftheaccountsalesoftheseason.Suchislifeonthepastoralfieldsofthiswoolproducingcolony.PROGRESS.Aprili,1907.Puthardsoaponlagscrews,woodscrews,oranysciewforwood.Itwillsurpriseyouhowmucheasiertheywil!goThefittestmaysurvivebutthereareariousspheresoffitness"Thatgreatandgrandlawofoppositioncompetition"whichgivesbirthtobeing"musjteveroperateanimprovingwhatalreadyexistsanddevelopingnewinventions.Theadventofelectriclighthasimprovedgas,1c.,theWelsbachburner.Theadventofoilandgasengineswillfurtherdevelopandimprovesteamengines,foritishardlypossiblethatwehavereachedtheacmeofsteamengineeringItmustberememberedalsothxtallthenewmachinesareunderthepowerfulinfluenceoftradeagencieswhichpushvigorouslywhateverwill"catchon"sbthatasortoffashionobtainseveninengineering.Afterall,newrivalsinmachineryaggregate-^ratherthandisplace.Electricityhasnotyetdisplacedgas;thereisroomforbothSowillthesteamengineanditscom-petitors;eachhasitsplace;anditisquiteamistaketosupposebecauseinternalcombustionengineshavetheirplace,thereforesteamenginesareindangerSteamhasnotyethadthesameamountofstrenuouseffortappliedtoitasthesenewcompet-itors,anditisveryreasonabletosupposethat,withalossofheatenergy,suchasisseeninthebeststeamgeneratorsandengines,averywidefieldorim-provementexistsItisalmostaslurontheengin-eeringprofessionthatthelossfromfurnacetoexhaustiswhatitisNodoubttheinternalcombustionmachineswillpointthewaytoinventorsforthebetterutilisationoftheproducedsteamenergyOneofthecausesfortheeffectivenessoftheformeristhequickconversionofheatintowork\u25a0andwhensteamiscoappliedweshallseeagreatadvanceAsitis,weasitwerepourwaterintoasieve,andusewhatsticksonthewires,whilethebulkisescapingfromus.ByP.ETheFutureoftheSteamEngineForeverydeathwhichoccursunderananaesth-etic(saysSt.James'sBudget),thousandsofoper-ationsaresuccessfullyperformed;butthatonedeathactswithtremendousforceuponthepopularmind,andhospitalsurgeonsfindthegreatestreluctanceintheirpatientstosubmittothetreat-mentnecessary.Itwillcome,then,asashocktoanumberofpeopletofindthatthepropertiesofthenewanaesthetic,ethyl-chloride,haveno^beenfullyunderstoodbyallwhohaveadministeredit.Lastyearafriendofthiswriter,havingfelttheparnoftoothextractionwhileundertheinfluenceoftheordinarygas,waspersuadedtotrythenewone"Absolutelynodanger•thisoneissaferthantheold,"thepatientwasassuredbythedentistmquestion.Thefactis,thatdentisthadtakenethyl-chlorideasmuchontrustasdidthemanwhohadlustdiedunderitTheoperationinthiscasewassuccessfulineveryrespect,butneverthelessonefeelsagrudgeagainstthedentistwhohadtakentheanaestheticontrust.Tothelayminditappearsthatthereshouldbesomeofficialtestofanaestheticsbeforepractitionersareallowedtoemploythemupontheirpatients.ThedesirablenessofexperienceasagainsttheoryisexemplifiedinthecareerofSirJam^sSimpson,thepioneerofanaestheticsHewentintoLyor>Play-fair'slaboiatoryonedayandaskedifhehadanynewsubstancelikelytoproduceanaesthesia.Play-fairhadlustbeenexperimentingwithavolatileliquid,bromideofethylme,whichhethoughtworthyofinvestigation.Simpsonproposedtotryitthenandthereuponhimself,butPlayfairinsistedthatrabbitsshouldfirstbeexperimentedupon.Twowereplacedundertheinfluenceoftheanaes-thetic,anddulycameround.NextdaySimpsonmadeuphismindtotrytheeffectshimself."Firstletusseehowtherabbitshavefared"saidPlayfair.Hefoundthatbothhaddiedfromtheaftereffects.ThattrialhadsavedthelifeofthegreatestphysicianofhisageAnœsthetics.wool,howmanyhanksofthecontentswillberequiredtomakeapoundof"Tops."Havingarrivedattheconclusion,hemarkstheresultinhisbookandrepairstotheauctionroomwhereproceedingsareabouttobegin.Intheauctionroomagentlemanfaultlesslygroomed,lookingthepinkofcommercialrespectability,withthesplendourofahot-houseflowerinhisbuttonhole,standsonaraisedplatformquietlyfacingrowsofquietlydressedgentlemensittingcalmlyoncirculartiersofbenchesrisingonebehindtheotherintheattitudeofmildexpectationoneseesinacongregationbeforethesermon.Thereisnotabaleofwoolinsightandnothingintheplacetosuggestthatthereisasaleofwoolgoingon.Youthinkyoumayconcludethatyouhavewanderedintoaprayermeet-ing.Youarefeelinginyourpocketforathree-pennybit,whenthemanontheraisedplatformsuddenlysaysaword,pronouncesitsoftly,apparentlynotmeaningtohurtthefeelingsofanyone.Theresultis,however,justasifhehadputamatchtoapowderbarrel.Allthatquiet,inoffensive,mildlyexpectantcongregationareontheirfeetraisedapparentlybysomeexplosion,andallyellingsomeword,(probablyopprobriousyouconclude),andemphasisingthesamebypointingluridlyatthemaninthecentre,yourallegedparsoninfact,whohasrousedtheirire.Forafewsecondsthisyellinggoesonduringwhichthemaninthecentrelooksattheravingmaniacsinfrontofhimwithasortofcalmpity.Presentlyhepronouncesthenameofoneofthemadmenandallatoncethetumultceases;youseetheassem-blyoncemorepeaceful,oncemoremildlyexpectant,andyouheartheoccasional"froutrou"oftheleavesofnotebooks.Undeterredbythenarrowescapeofdis-asteratthehandsofBedlamletloosethemaninthecentre,pronouncesanotherwordandawaythegangstartsoffoncemorewithitswildantics.Bydegreesyourealisethatthisisthemannertheyhaveofsellingwoolbyauction,andyouwonder,withawonderyouwillnevergetover,howthatauctioneerwiththeflowerofasuccessfulblamelesslifebusinessinhisuncreasedbuttonholemanagestopickouttherightbidderandknockdowntherightlottohim.Butthereisnodoubtaboutit,forthosebuyers,keenalltothepointofBedlam,acquiesceatonce,andtheclerksatthelittletablesrecordthesamewithouthesi-tation.Time,someonetellsyouwithatraceofpityforyourunsophisticatedwits,istheessenceofhiscontract.Andyoucanwellbelievehim.Whereallyellthesamefigure,repeatingforthebarelifeinstentoriantonesasscoresdo.fortheyhaveallmadeuptheirmindswhatthewoolisworth,howmanyhanksitwillgotothepoundhowmuchweightitwilllosewhenthegreaseisoutofit,whatburrstheremaybe,andalltheothermattersoftheexpertcalculationinthesecasesmadeandprovided,whentheyhaveyelledtheirrepetitiontilltheyarehoaise,theeareasilypicksoutanydifferentnoisesuchasahalfpennyriseorafarthingoreighthasthecasemaybe,accordingtotheannouncementatthebeginning"ofthesale,andtohearistodeclareatonce.Inthiswayisdonethebusiness,therecordofwhichthegrower,whenhegetshisaccountsales,gloatsoverwithacarethatalnios'spellsallthewords.Inbadtimesofwv>lthoseaccountsaleshaveoftenbeenapostontheroadtothebankruptcycourt,andalwaysledtotheoperationof"cashingup"somuchdislikedbythemanwhohastakenanadvanceandthankedHeaventhatthatwassettledonceandforall.Inthesetimesof"boom"
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