
managementoftheownerswhodoalltheirownworkwithouttheaidofamanager,ridingroundtheirpaddocks,judgingthe•bbnditionandprospectsoftheirstockandarrangingallthevariousoperationsofmixedfarming/whichhasonallthefarmingproper-tiesgreatandsmalltakentheplaceoftheancientsimplicityofthetussockfarming.Artificialfoodisgrownoneveryfarm,turnipsrape,oatenhay,mangolds;andthesheepisnolongerthesoleinterestbuthastodividethepositionwiththerest,havingbecomealinkonlyinthechainofmixedfarming.Withtherewsystemhasgrownupaneasiermethodofhailingsheep,withmorecertainresultsy%P\musters.Thestockareinpad-dockseS|isonvenieittsizewirefenced.Eventhemountainpasturesareinmostcasesdividedbytheübiquitous"ironlongdrawnout,thel&mbingsarebetter,andalargerproportionoftheincreaseissavedeveryyear.Onthe*otherhandmereismorelabourinthebusiness^andmore"risk,exceptinthematterofthesnowstormswhichdonotbotherthefarmeratetheydotherun-holder.BetweenreguldtlrCgthfeIncreaseandsecuringthesame,fatteningthelambsinspecialpaddocks,buy-thesideoftheLongwools,theyprevailedasanaturalsequence.MoreoverthereismuchlandinNewZea-landforwhichtheMerinoisquiteunfit,onwhichheperishesoffootrot,lungdisease,andeverythingtheovineconstitutionabhors.ForthefarmeroftheagriculturaltypetheMerinosheepisanimpossibilityfrequently.ThusitcameaboutthattheMerinoflocksofthecolonygraduallylosttheirpremierpositionsofarasthenumbersareconcerned.ThepositioninApril1905,thedateofthelastfiguresonthesubjectpublishedbytheDepartmentofAgriculture,isasfollows:—:—thetotalnumberofsheepreturnedinthecolonyonthatdatewas19,100,000(ithassincerisento20,931,000).OfthesetherewereMerinos2,238,824,andofallothersorts16,852,800.Therefore,whenthecablesendsoutthepricesreachedatthepublicsalestheinterestinLongwoolsfeltinthecolonyisassixteentoeverytwoofMerino.Howthisaffectsthefuturemaybeseenfromthefiguresshowingtheproportionsofthestudflocksmaintainedforeverydenominationofthesheepfamily.Merinostudsheeparesome12,000,andtheothersare,Lincolns,98,900,Rom--ineyMarsh141,000,Southdown-]15,500,Miscellaneous46,700.Thus1wehaveover600,000Longwools!inthestuddepartmentagainst12,000Merinos.TheMerinostudflocksareonlytwopercentoftheLongwoolstudflocks,whiletheMerinoordinaryflecksare16.28percent,oftheordinaryLongwoolflocksofthecolony.EvidentlytheMerino.'sdestinedtodwindlerapidlywhiletheincreasecftheyearstocomemustgoonuponthelinesofLongwool.TheMerino,however,mustalwaysbewithusforthesimplereasonthatinthecrossbreedingyoucannotdowith-outtheMerino.Thecreatureisneededforthequalityofthecrossbredwool,anditisthemostvaluablestrainforthatpurpose.Itmaynotbesowhenasettledtypeofcrossbredsheepisreached.Someyearsagoitwasthoughtbycertainexpertsthatsuchatypehadbeenevolvedandhadcoir.ctostay.Thenewbreedwasknownasthe"Corriedale."Speakingin1899,Mr.Murphy,thewell-knownauthority,saidguardedlyofthetype,"Somebreedersclaimth.itthenewbreed"Corriedale,"isaclassofsheepthatembracesthedesiredqualities,andpossessesafixityoftype.ThegenerallyacceptedmeaningoftheCorriedaleisasheepresultingfromthefourthcrossofhalf-bredLincolnMerinoandtheramsLincoln.Theprogenyoftheseishalfbred.Theseinturnarebred,half-bredstohalf-breds,forfourgenerations,andaCorriedaleistheresultItwasMr.JamesLittle,ofAnnandale,Waikari,Canterbury,whogavesheepbredontheselinesthedistinctivenameof"Corriedale"fromtheestateofthatnameintheOamarubackcountry."Theproblemitwasthought,inspiteoftheguardedrefer-enceoftheaboveauthority,hadbeensolvedbythemanfromAnnandale.Butthelapseofyearsdidnotconfirmthesanguineesti-mate.Mr.Murphy,writingintheyear1905intheOfficialYearBookofthatyear,said"ThemostprofitablesheepforNewZealandisthatwhichcombinesthebestfleeceandthemostsuitablecarcaseforfreezingpurposestogetherwithearlymaturity.Thisistheclassofsheepwhichsomebreedershavesetthemselvestoproduce.Whethersuchan
ingstorestotakeadvantageofaplethoraofgrass,orgettingridofthemforthereversereason;betweendipping,watchingfordiseasesfromfootrotupwards,acontingencytowhichthefarmerisverymuchmoreliablethanhisfriendofthepastoralrun,growingtheinci-dentalturnipsandtherest,thebusinessofsheepfarmingisathingverydifferentfromwhatitwasinthepioneerdayswhenfortunesweremadebythe"Jumbuk"almostinthetwinklingofaneye,andagoodrunwasbetterthanagoldmineanydayoftheweek.Thenthereisthecareforthebreeding.WhenMerinowasthesolebreedinthecountry,andaverypayingbreedatthat,andthemountainpasturewaspracticallytheonlypastureinuse,thequestionofthebreedofyoursheepwascomparativelylimited.ThereweremanyvarietiesoftheMerinofromthelargeRambouillettothesmallNegretti,andramsfromGermanyandFrance,AmericaandTasmaniaandAustraliawerethesubjectofendlessandmostinterestingdiscussionamongtheflockmasters.Theyaresonowforthatmatter,butnottothesameextent.Thefloekmasternowhastogrowformuttonaswealth.Someoldworldhomesteadoneistemptedtosayatthefirstblush.Neverwereappearancesmoredeceptive.Theplaceisnotabovefortyyearsold,andallthatelaboratedetailandsubstantialgrowthwasinthe'beginning,simplythetussockplainunrelievedasingletreeorasolitarybuilding;ithasallbeenplantedandlaidoutbytheenterprisingowner.Atfirstthetenurew&stheleaseholdofthepastoralrun.Someofitisstillofthatholding,butthegreaterpart,andthebestpart,isfreeholdacquiredunderthelandlawsofthepast.Inthedistancethehillrisesbehindthehome-stead,anduponthathillareruntheflocksduringthesummermonths,theplainssurroundingthehomesteaddoingdutyaswintercountryforthebestpart,aremnantrunningonthelowerslopesandthemoresunnyfgycesofthemountain.Theplaceistypical:therearemanyofthesamestampthroughNewZealand,mostlysituatedon*freeholdproperty,andineverydistricttherearesomemagnificenthome-steadswherecountrylifeisuptotheidealstandard.Otherplacesareof4;differentstamp,smaller...moreunder,theJonmediatePROGRESS.Aprili,1907.SHEEPONTURNIPS,wellasforwool,andthesupremacyoftheMerinoisgone,fortheMerinoisasmallsheep.Verytoothsomeheistruly,andwhengrownoncertainhillswherethereisstillasurvivalofthearomaticherbageofold,whichusedtoflavourthemuttonoftheShepherdKingswhowerefondofpronouncingthesamesuperiortothebestWelshandfinerthantheprimestSouthdown,hewillholdhisownwiththetrueconnoisseur.Butmarketshavetheirfashionsandtheirprejudices.Itisoutofthequestiontotryandmakeconvertsfortheories.Thewisemantakesthemarketashefindsit,makinguphismindtosupplyitsdemands,astheyare.leavingthequestionofworkingthemuptowhattheymightbetootherpeoplewhohavemoremoneytoloseandmoreexperiencetoacquire.Moreover,theMerinoisaslowmaturingsheep,notbeingathisprimetillhereachestheageoffour,whereastheI^ongwoolsaremostlytobedependedonformaturitywithintwoyears.Itdidnotmattermuchsolongaswoolwastheonlyobjectofthesheepfarmer,butwhenmuttonbecameasinequanontheelementofearlymaturitybecamedecisive,andastheelementoflargecarcasewason
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